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For those interested in being confirmed as 
an Episcopalian or received into this branch 
of the Body of Christ during our Bishop’s 
visit in the second half of 2009, we encour-
age you to sign up soon for a series of pre-
paratory classes, beginning on Saturday, 
May 2nd, from 8:00 a.m. until 12 noon.  
This initial session – for both youth and 
adults –  will help us get off to a swift start, 
and will be followed by regular weekly ses-
sions on Sunday nights: 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 
p.m. for youth; 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. for 
adults.  These Sunday 
sessions will run from 
May 3rd through June 
14th.  All sessions will 
be team-taught by 
Pastor Lauren and 
me.   
 
Confirmation is a sac-
ramental rite that allows for a public affir-
mation of a mature faith in Jesus Christ and 
indicates a person’s intention to embrace 
their baptismal covenant with renewed fer-
vor.  You are eligible for confirmation if 
you are a baptized Christian over the age of 
eleven (children eleven and under may be 
considered for confirmation on a case by 
case basis) and have not already been con-
firmed in the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, 
the United Methodist Church, or under any 
of the Patriarchies of Eastern Orthodoxy.  
�
Reception into the Episcopal Church is suit- 

able for any baptized person who is either al-
ready confirmed or wishes to make a public 
profession of affiliation with the Episcopal 
Church, without receiving the sacramental rite 
of confirmation. 
 
We do not know the precise date of our 
Bishop’s visit, nor do we know when we will 
know.  However, as soon as we find out, we’ll 
let you know.  Since the visit could occur as 
early as September, we felt it prudent to hold 
preparatory classes in the late spring. 

 
We welcome anyone 
to attend these 
classes.  Among the 
topics we will ex-
plore: the Bible and 
its origins, overall 
content, and methods 
of interpretation; 

prayer, in terms of personal piety (practices of 
contemplation, meditation, and more “active” 
modes of prayer) as well as corporate prayer 
(i.e., public worship, especially the structure 
and meaning of the Eucharist, along with a re-
view of other sacraments); Church history, in-
cluding a general overview, with special em-
phasis on the Protestant Reformation, the emer-
gence of Anglicanism, and the distinctiveness 
of The Episcopal Church in relation to other 
major American Christian denominations; 
Christian Discipleship, focusing our baptismal 
covenant, the person and work of Jesus, and the 
proper disposition of the Christian soul in rela-
tion to its Creator.  �

 
Confirmation Classes Start May 2nd 

 
 The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

�
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To be eligible for confirmation, attendance at the 
initial Saturday session – in its entirety – is manda-
tory, along with attendance at six of the seven Sun-
day sessions, except in case of illness.  (Travel ab-
sences may be made up with one-on-one tutorials or 
special projects.) 
 
We hope that you will take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to learn more about your faith and Church, 
and more importantly to join with others who desire 
to draw closer in their relationship with Jesus Christ 
through a public affirmation of faith. 
 
For more information, please contact the Church 
Office, 566-0276, or mdelk@hickoryneck.org.   

and Hickory Neck is participating in the "From His 
Hands" ministry on March 19th; the H.E.L.P. (Housing 
Employment Linkages Project) is proceeding, with 
three Hickory Neck Church parishioners participating 
as mentors at the Salvation Army; the Pastoral Care 
team leaders will meet on March 11th after evensong; 
the Health Team Ministry survey reports that its top 
three topics of interest were:  (1) nutrition, weight con-
trol & exercise; (2) advanced directives and end of life 
issues; and (3) heart disease, arthritis, men's health, 
prayer and health; Denise Deal is offering an exercise 
class on Thursday nights; and the Health Team will 
sponsor an Advanced Directives workshop on Sunday, 
April 26th at 2:00 p.m.  The Rector reported on the li-
turgical impact of the healing ministry at the 9:00 a.m. 
Eucharist, on the conversion of the Wilkinson Center 
Library to a dedicated-use Youth Room, and updated 
the Vestry on the recent meeting of the Sunday Morn-
ing Schedule Team.  The Vestry voted to approve the 
Hickory Neck Church Endowment Board Guidelines 
and to approve the use of up to an acre of land at the 
Northwest corner of Hickory Neck Church property by 
parishioners as a communal garden; and the Vestry re-
ceived reports from the Junior Warden on behalf of the 
Buildings and Grounds Committee.  The next Vestry 
meeting will be on Tuesday, April 14, 2009.  

Vestry Highlights 
 

Eve Butler-Gee, Register 

The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assembled 
in regular session on Tuesday, March 10, 2009, in 
the Wilkinson Center.  The minutes of the February 
Vestry meeting and the Treasurer’s report were both 
approved.  Gary Harvey, the Junior Warden, repre-
senting the Buildings and Grounds Committee, re-
ported on various activities, repairs, and improve-
ments undertaken over the past few months. The 
Senior Warden reminded the Vestry that Father Mi-
chael, Fred Boelt and Bill Teale would be inaugurat-
ing their first stewardship seminar at Bishop's Day 
on March 21st (Virginia Beach) and March 28th 
(Amelia).  The Associate Rector reported that:  the 
Youth Group went to Laser Tag in Newport News 
and the youth "Conversation with the Clergy" be-
tween services on Sundays had begun; Bob Gay is 
teaching the Adult Forum during Lent on the Pro-
phetic Parables of Jesus; there will be a Quiet Day at 
the church on March 28th  from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m.;  Outreach Committee  will meet on March 17th  

New Members by Letter of Transfer 
 
   Susan and Frederick Biel 
   Chad Biel 
   Jennifer Biel Hartman 
   Maggie Newsome 
 
Baptisms 
 
   Gavin Steven Kingsley – 22 February 
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Festival for the last few years and participated in 
Foyer groups. 
 
Chuck and Tanya met in 1987 at the Virginia Reha-
bilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired.  
She was a college prep student; he was there to learn 
Braille. They were married in May of 1989 and 
moved to Williamsburg a year later. For Chuck it 
was a homecoming, having been born and raised 
here. Tanya was born and raised in Roanoke and had 
also lived in Virginia Beach and Newport News. 
 
Chuck attended Averette University in Danville for 
two years; Tanya attended Thomas Nelson Commu-
nity College in Hampton. Both college careers were 
cut short by vision problems. For Tanya it was the 
beginning of a series of surgeries; for Chuck it 
meant getting his first seeing-eye dog.  
 
He spoke fondly of his two German Shepherds dur-
ing our conversation. “They’re so much more than 
pets,” he said. “They give you freedom as well as 
companionship.” Tody was the first dog, “playful 
but serious about her work.” Kathleen, the second, 
was “a very dignified, regal shepherd. It’s amazing 
how the name usually fits the dog.” When Tody 
died, “It was such a devastating loss, I didn’t get 
another shepherd for 12 years, but that was a big 
mistake,” Chuck admits. “You can’t replace your 
old dog, but you can create a new space in your 
heart for the next one.” Thus, when Kathleen died a 
couple months ago, Chuck contacted the Seeing Eye 
Foundation (based in Morristown, New Jersey) in 
order to get his next shepherd. He will spend two 
weeks on the school’s campus, when the dog is 
ready for a new owner, to get to know him/her and 
make sure they are compatible. 
 
It’s no surprise that Tanya runs a pet sitting business 
from her home. “It’s the perfect job for me,’ she 
says, because of its flexibility.  I  love  computer and 

 
Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 
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������������������� Spotlight on Tanya and Chuck White 
 
                                            Jim Izzo 
                                            

Everyone is faced with challenges in life, but not every-
one deals with them well. Chuck and Tanya White were 
challenged by failing eyesight when they were young 
adults. By age 21 Chuck lost his sight completely; 
Tanya retains some vision in her right eye. 
 
Today, however, the Williamsburg couple both work 
full-time. In fact, Chuck has been an historic interpreter 
for Colonial Williamsburg since 1989. Tanya now owns 
Critter Sitters, having purchased the business in June of 
2007, after working as an administrative assistant for 
the previous 18 months. 
 
“It’s hard to believe I am where I am now,” Tanya ad-
mits. “I was unable to work for 16 years because of my 
vision problems and surgeries.” Tanya also had a kid-
ney transplant in October of 2007. “I’m doing really 
well since then,” she insists. Quite an understatement, 
since she and Chuck are also taking care of their two-
year-old niece, Lilibeth, for a month. “She’s really en-
riched our lives,” he says. 
 
Tanya began attending Hickory Neck in 1993; Chuck 
started a year later. “I instantly felt at home here,” she 
says, officially receiving Confirmation in the Episcopal 
Church in 1995.  The  Whites  have  worked  at  the Fall 



�

�

������� 
���
����������������

phone work, and animals, of course.” Critter Sitters 
has 20 employees, mostly vet techs and retirees, 
about half of whom have been hired by Tanya since 
she became owner. “We have about 200 customers, 
from Newport News to Barhamsville,” she notes. 
Their work record speaks for itself, but if you need a 
pet sitter, call Tanya. If you enjoy local history, take 
a tour of Bassett Hall (former residence of the foun-
ders of Colonial Williamsburg) and listen to Chuck’s 
lecture. 

classify or comprehend within our more reserved 
Episcopal tradition. The paradox here is that God’s 
love for us is totally, incomprehensibly irrational! 
Besides, I have yet to see anyone at Hickory Neck fall 
out in a fit of ecstasy during a service. The only fits of 
ecstasy I have witnessed at church involved food, 
such as Judy Hodges scones and Bert Geddy’s spa-
ghetti sauce.  But I digress… 
 
Another common block to Christian healing is the 
misconception that it works only for physical ail-
ments. Lawrence’s definition of Christian healing is 
simply “the difference made by Jesus when he meets 
us at our point of need.” Others call it “practicing the 
presence of Jesus.”  Think of all the times that Jesus 
cured someone’s physical condition. That was an 
amazing gift, but then, remember how often Jesus 
told the person “you are forgiven” – the body was 
cured and the spirit was healed.  What a blessing we 
receive when we approach the altar with humility and 
vulnerability, perhaps not even knowing the cause of 
our pain, anxiety, fear, depression, guilt, or shame. 
We can simply ask for God to heal us, and we can 
rely on loving hands and hearts in our community to 
help us receive the gift. 
 
Another misunderstanding that can block our open-
ness to Christian healing is the belief that it requires 
special gifts, or that the person laying on hands has 
some special powers. Christian healing is not magic, 
hocus-pocus, or voodoo. The person laying on hands 
is a servant — Jesus is the healer. While it is true that 
we are given different gifts, and one of them is the 
spiritual gift of healing, anyone can be a conduit for 
God’s healing power. I believe that Hickory Neck 
Church is a healing place not only because of some 
members who have discerned this gift, but also be-
cause we have created a loving community of faith 
and we pray for every member to be whole in mind, 
body, and spirit. Within our worship services, the 
Eucharist is the supreme healing activity. We hear the 
words of forgiveness which lie at the heart of the gos-
pel and share a sign of God’s peace. We approach His 
altar, vulnerable, limited, and human. We remember 
Christ’s brokenness made whole in newness of life. 
We become one in Christ, made whole in him and 
through him. 
 
We have a wonderful new opportunity to amplify the 
healing elements of our Eucharist. Our priests have 
set up a special healing chapel within our nave. We 
are welcome to visit this chapel any time,  and  at  the  

I love a good mystery. So much of our faith, no mat-
ter how much we try to dissect it, turns out to be sim-
ply an opportunity to embrace the mystery – the mys-
tery of God’s love for us; the mystery of his son, in-
carnate amongst us; his death and resurrection; and 
especially the mystery of his healing power in our 
lives. We can’t fully understand how that healing 
grace works, but we are called to accept it and share 
it as members of the body of Christ.  
 
Sometimes we find it difficult to embrace the mys-
tery of Christian healing, due to a number of blocks �  
blocks we pick up from our cultural and life experi-
ences. The Reverend Roy Lawrence discusses these 
blocks in his book The Practice of Christian Healing, 
which I paraphrase here with gratitude.  
 
One common block is a fear of “irrational religious 
emotionalism.” Christians unfamiliar with the prac-
tice of laying on of hands and anointing with oil may 
be uncomfortable when they see a priest or lay per-
son placing their hands on someone and praying for 
their healing. Some of us may have been confused by 
church experiences where “faith healers” performed 
miraculous healings while others spoke in tongues, or 
danced enthusiastically in the aisles, or shed tears of 
release as the healing was received. Television 
preachers have sometimes turned this most intimate 
experience of God’s healing grace into a money-
fueled media spectacle, distorting our perception of 
the gift.  
 
Mere mention of “laying on of hands” may evoke 
memories  of  experiences  we  did  not  know how to 

�

Thoughts on the Mystery of   
Christian Healing 

 
Laurie Brown 
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April Celebrations  

   1   -   Lucas Barnes 
   1   -   Jim Smack 
   3   -   Corey Paul 
   4   -   Joan Siegel 
   7   -   De Fehrenbach 
   7   -   Bill Small 
   9   -   Babe Transue 
  11  -   Jim Dickey 
  11  -   Aubree Koob 
  11  -   Collin Koob 
  11  -   Marcia Kirkpatrick 
  12  -   Merri Kelly 
  13  -   Ashley Cicero 
  13  -   Brian Hanlon 
  13  -   Ambler Loving 
  13  -   Lauris Zeni  
  16  -   Chuck Jundt 

   5   -   Christine & Brian Hanlon 
   6   -   Mary Jo & Doug Smith 
 21   -   Brenda & Tony Cicero 
 21   -   Lucy & John Rothnie 
 24   -   Nancy & Bob Federisko 
 30   -   Karen & John Dutro 

  19  -   Katherine   
             Arcement 
  19  -   Mary Brittain 
  20  -   Mary Everson 
  20  -   Carol Hearn 
  21  -   Pat Kirk 
  22  -   Daniel Zoellner 
  23  -   Dal Bailey 
  24  -   Carol Smith 
  24  -   Betty Somloi 
  26  -   Carol Fraize 
  28  -   Amber Deal 
  28  -   Carol Goff 
  28  -   Janet McConaughy 
  29  -   Brian Manning 
  30  -   Shirley Henderson 
 

9:00 a.m. service during Holy Communion, lay per-
sons who have discerned the spiritual gift of healing 
will be there to pray with us, lay hands on us, and 
anoint us with oil. In this intimate space we are free 
to linger as long as we need to receive the healing 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. We need not share our 
problems in detail with the lay minister, but if we 
do so, they will remain confidential. It is enough to 
simply come forward, for God already knows our 
needs. More lay persons are needed for this minis-
try. If you have discerned a gift for healing, or have 
questions about Christian healing, please speak with 
Father Michael or Pastor Lauren.  
 

 “O God, the source of all health: so fill my 
heart with faith in your love, that with calm 
expectancy I may make room for your 
power to possess me, and gracefully accept 
your healing; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.” – Book of Common Prayer, 
page 461 

�
Birthdays 

�
Anniversaries 

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are not 
listed above, please send the appropriate information to   
nansteve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.  

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to partici-
pate in everything freely, member or non-member. 
However, if you would like to become an official 
member of Hickory Neck, we want to make that 
happen for you. Simply call our office, 566-0276, 
or speak to Father Michael or Pastor Lauren. There 
are several ways to join. If you have not yet been 
baptized, we would be overjoyed to speak with you 
about receiving the Sacrament of Baptism. If you 
are already baptized, we can transfer you in as a 
baptized member, and if your letter of membership 
resides in another congregation, we can write them 
and affect the transfer. Official membership entitles 
a person to vote and stand as a candidate in parish 
elections, but making the commitment of member-
ship is also a good way to affirm your commitment 
to the mission of Jesus Christ in this place. 
 
Betty and Hoover Lide would like to thank the 
wonderful people of Hickory Neck Church for all  
the kindness shown to them, including prayers, din-
ners, communions and drivers. They also would 
like  to  thank  those who sent  cards and  continued   

(continued on page 10) 

�
�
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Holy Week and Easter at Hickory Neck 
 

April 5       Palm/Passion Sunday 
 
  8:00 a.m.    Holy Eucharist, Rite I in the Historic Chapel 

 
Our traditional early-morning service.  Blessed palm crosses will be available for pick-up on 
your way into worship.  

 
  9:00 a.m.     Procession of Palms and Holy Eucharist  
        &           Starting in the forecourt of the Historic Chapel 
 11:15 a.m.  

We gather at the top of  the hill to bless the palms, rain or shine, then process down the hill 
toward the New Chapel, reenacting the triumphant procession of Jesus into Jerusalem.  
 

April 9        Maundy Thursday 
 
  7:00 p.m.     Footwashing, Holy Eucharist, and Stripping of the Altar 
                      In the New Chapel with the Parish Choir 
 

Perhaps no liturgy is more powerful than the one we celebrate on Maundy Thursday, com-
memorating Jesus’ final night with his disciples before his betrayal and arrest.  Footwashing 
is an optional activity for those who wish to experience what Jesus did to his own disciples at 
their last supper together.  By washing the feet of another, we share in the humility of Jesus.  
By having our own feet washed, we experience a different humbleness, that of the disciples 
being served by their Lord. 

 

April 10     Good Friday 
 
12:00 p.m.    Liturgy of Good Friday in the Historic Chapel 
 
  6:00 p.m.    Stations of the Cross in the New Chapel 
 

Fourteen stations demarcate the journey of Jesus through his last day.  A simple yet touching 
service that makes clear our Lord’s suffering for our sins.  
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  7:00 p.m.   Liturgy of Good Friday 
                    In the New Chapel with the Choral Scholars 
 

A solemn liturgy with no communion, this service recalls Jesus’ death on a cross and culmi-
nates with the Veneration of the Cross.  Though sad, observance of this occasion is essential, 
because without a crucifixion there would have been no resurrection to celebrate. 

 

April 11    Holy Saturday 
 
  8:00 p.m.   The Great Vigil of Easter 
                     In the New Chapel with the Parish Choir & Holy Baptism 
 

One of our most ancient liturgies, the Great Vigil begins just outside the New Chapel with 
the kindling of the first fire of Easter, from which the Paschal Candle is lit anew.  We then 
process into the chapel, illumined by our hand-held tapers, to hear again the key events of 
salvation history.  Worship concludes with the first Eucharist of Easter, as we praise God for 
the resurrection of Christ.   

 

April 12    The Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
  8:00 a.m.    Holy Eucharist, Rite I in the Historic Chapel 
 
  9:00 a.m.    Festival Holy Eucharist in the New Chapel 
 
10:15 a.m.    Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Our traditional opportunity for the kids to sugar-up on delectable sweets, while we delight in 
their funny scurry around the grounds.  

 
11:15 a.m.    Festival Holy Eucharist in the New Chapel 
 

Come sing your favorite Easter hymns.  Bring your bells to ring, and get ready to scream 
“Alleluia,” as we rejoice over Christ’s conquest of death.   
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Starting on April 20th, our Monday night indulgence 
will resume promptly at 7:00 p.m. with a luxurious 
volume from the New Testament, Acts of the Apos-
tles, led by the author of this article.  There are many 
reasons to spend some time with this fairly large 
book (28 chapters), but I’ve narrowed it down to ten 
compelling, irresistible motives. 
 

 10. It’s an important book, unlike any other in 
the Bible, because it narrates the birth and 
the earliest  years of the Church.   

 
 9.  There’s a miraculous prison break.   
 
 8. Acts is a sequel to Luke, so if you like Luke, 

you’ll love Acts. 
 

 7. Discover how the earliest Christians fought 
over silly things, just like we do, which has 
to be a bit encouraging if conflict in the 
Church distresses you. 

 
 6. Get the skinny on Paul’s conversion from 

Saul.  
 

 5.   Learn how gambling played a role in choos-
ing someone to succeed Judas Iscariot as the 
new Apostle to round out the group of 
twelve.  (Seriously)   

 
�4. We pray and sing before we start and when 

we finish.  I read a chapter and give a quick 
review of key points (usually accompanied 
by notes).  People ask questions, and we talk 
about how the chapter applies to our lives.  
We try to be done in 77 minutes flat. (No, 
I’m not kidding.)    

 
�3.  When the New Testament was formed, they 

put Acts right after the Four Gospels, so 
that’s got to tell you something about how 
groovy our ancestors thought this book was. 

 
�2. Find out why we have this day called Pente-

cost every year  50  days  after  Easter  where 

             everybody is asked to wear red.  
 

 1.   If you really want to learn about the Bible, it’s 
not too late to start, and you’ll learn twenty 
times more in a safe group of curious, eager 
Christians, led by a seminary-educated priest, 
than you could ever figure out by yourself 
alone at home, which you know you’re proba-
bly not going to do anyway.  Besides, we have 
a blast.   

 
Everybody’s somewhere on their faith journey, and 
finding out what’s actually in scripture, how it got 
there, and what it means to us, is a great way of moving 
forward on that journey of faith.  So get in your car and 
come to our New Chapel at 7:00 p.m. on Monday 
nights starting on April 20th.  You’ll meet some new 
people, and maybe make a few friends.  You probably 
won’t have some earth-shattering insight into the mys-
teries of God and the cosmos, but you probably will 
walk away every evening with more knowledge and 
wisdom, and the simple contentment such a gift can 
bring.      

 
Top Ten Reasons to Attend a Bible 
Study on the Acts of the Apostles 

 
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

�

Hickory Neck’s Namesake 
 

Martha W. McCartney 

Sometime prior to 1704, Henry 
Holdcroft acquired 95 acres in New 
Kent County, perhaps part of what 
became known as Hickory Neck 
Plantation, in ancient Blisland Par-
ish.  In 1712 the Holdcroft house-
hold included Henry’s wife and 
daughter, both of whom were 
named Mary. Blisland’s colonial 
vestry records attest to Henry Hold-

croft’s devotion to his home parish. From at least 1721 
until his death in 1728, he faithfully attended vestry 
meetings, carefully recording its minutes. He also 
served as churchwarden and parish clerk, assisting the 
rector with worship services. He was a justice of New 
Kent County’s monthly court, which suggests that he 
was erudite and was respected by his contemporaries.   
 
In March 1725, while Henry Holdcroft was serving as 
parish clerk, the boundaries of Blisland Parish were 
expanded significantly. This resulted in an influx of 
new communicants who lived  in  the lower (or eastern-
most) part of the  parish.  By 1731 the  vestry  had con- 
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   (as of 2/28/2009) 
 

    YTD Budget Income                            $70,490.34 
    YTD Actual Income                             $88,066.73 
    YTD Budget Expense                          $70,490.34 
    YTD Actual Expense                          $73,941.64  
 
Fred Boelt writes that the trend continues – we are still 
in the black for the month of February as well as year 
to date! In addition to prepaid pledges, the actual 
pledge amount received for February was over budget. 
Expenses were also over budget, though not unexplain-
able. Utilities run high during the cold and hot months 
but equal out during the spring and fall. Expenses for 
Vestry retreat and Diocesan Council are one time win-
ter activities. Supply clergy was necessary when our 
clergy was at Council. If we remember that the budget 
expenses are divided out over a twelve month period, 
and that some expenses are seasonal, the actual expense 
increase over budget expense is understandable. In ad-
dition to our scheduled debt service, we were able to 
make a $2,000.00 payment to the principal portion of 
our loan attributable to the 2003 land acquisition. 
That’s progress, all things considered. We are truly a 
dedicated parish determined to keep our lamp burning 
on our hill even amidst economic strife. May it con-
tinue!   

times a year by the Diocese of Southern Virginia. “It 
brought me much closer to God and I feel blessed by 
the whole experience.  It’s a long  weekend (starting on 
Thursday and ending on Sunday evening) and involves 
a series of talks by lay and clergy persons from 
throughout the diocese.” “It just got better and better as 
the weekend progressed and we developed such a close 
community that I didn’t want to leave.  I’m certainly 
very interested in getting to know God better and this 
fulfilled my expectations,” Ed said.  
 
His long time friend, Tom Martin, whom he has known 
over 20 years, sponsored Ed on that first Cursillo week-
end.  Ed said that the Martins are such great role mod-
els that they are surrogate grandparents for his two chil-
dren. 

(continued on page 10) 

cluded that a new – and larger – house of worship 
was needed. On December 11, 1733, it was agreed 
that Blisland Parish’s new Lower Church, which 
was to be fabricated of brick, would be built “on 
Mrs. Holdcrofts Land on the Maine  Road . . . on 
part of the Land where Mrs. Holdcroft Now Lives, 
being an Acre of Land given by Mrs. Holdcroft for 
that use.” 
 
The land Henry Holdcroft’s widow, Mary, gave to 
the parish abutted the well-traveled highway that 
ran from Williamsburg to New Kent Courthouse 
(the forerunner of Old Stage Road). It also was 
close to the forerunner of Forge Road, then an im-
portant thoroughfare. A letter written in 1736 re-
veals that Mrs. Mary Holdcroft took paying guests 
into her home, which was located a few miles east 
of Forneau’s Ordinary, on the road to New Kent.  
 
Although the date of Mrs. Mary Holdcroft’s death 
is uncertain, in July 1766 her 400 acre Hickory 
Neck Plantation, was offered for sale. It reportedly 
had a dwelling, outbuildings, and other “houses 
proper for a quarter;” was close to a church and a 
mill; and was remarkably level and fertile. Docu-
mentary sources reveal that Alexander Walker, who 
purchased Hickory Neck Plantation, retained it for 
only two years.  When he offered it for sale at a 
public auction in 1768, he identified it as “the land 
whereon the late Mrs. Mary Holdcroft formerly 
lived.” Real estate tax rolls reveal that by 1783 the 
plantation known as Hickory Neck was owned by 
William L. Allen, whose heirs retained it until 
1833. The Allen property, which abutted north upon 
the land of John Brown, extended along the upper 
(or east) side of Route 60 between Hickory Neck 
Church and Toano. By the mid-nineteenth century, 
the Brown and Allen farms were owned by the 
Hankins family.   

Cursillo – An “Awesome”          
Experience 

 
Doug Smith 

“Awesome, just awesome” was Ed Joyner’s re-
sponse when he was asked what he thought about 
his experience at the Cursillo weekend he had just 
attended at Camp Chanco in Surrey County.  Cur-
sillo is  a  short  course  in  Christianity   held   three 
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“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

Please contact Pastor Lauren if you are interested in 
participating. 
 
On Sunday, April 26, 2009, at 2:00 p.m. in the Wilkin-
son Center, the Health Ministry Team will be present-
ing a workshop on Advance Directives. This will be 
our first initiative in responding to the recent survey of 
health topic requests. Advance directives are docu-
ments written in advance of serious illness, giving in-
structions about future medical care that you do or do 
not want. Whether you are 18 or 80 years of age, ad-
vance directives relieve the anxiety and uncertainty of 
relatives about your wishes in regard to end-of-life de-
cisions. 
 
It’s that time of the year once again for all to come to-
gether and make the grounds at Hickory Neck Church 
look vibrant and inviting. On April 11th at 8:00 a.m. 
George Margroum, our grounds wizard, will be di-
recting this mission. George suggests all folks bring 
gloves and any gardening tools they feel comfortable 
working with and he will have the game plan for the 
day. We have it on good authority that Ann Bartholo-
may and the Parish Life group will provide lunch for 
all who participate. A sign-up list is in the Narthex to 
better enable George to formulate his plan.  

Cursillo – An “Awesome Experience” 
(continued from page 9) 

He described himself as not a club person or joiner 
but he was so enthused by the first experience that 
he has served as a team member on another recently 
held men’s weekend. Ed also mentioned that he has 
struggled with his faith for years, but that the Cur-
sillo experience really pulled everything together for 
him. 
 
Joyner has been working at Colonial Williamsburg 
for 28 years and is CW’s staffing manager and day-
to-day manager of the employment office. He has 
been attending Hickory Neck since 2004 and is a 
tenor in the choir, a vestry member and lector. 
 
The next Cursillo retreat is May 7th to 10th  �   a 
women’s weekend. Team members from Hickory 
Neck are Nancy Aschiero, Bunky Garfield, Barbara 
Laroche and Laurie Brown. Marti Jones is the rector 
and applications go to Lisa Adams. 

Nugget Notes 
(continued from page 5) 

to keep them in their prayers. The doctor has given 
Betty the okay to drive and says the broken arm 
(including two surgeries) is healing nicely. It has 
been a long haul since December 25th when Betty 
fell. They are hoping to move into the Masonic 
Home in Richmond which is their next step and they 
ask for your prayers in this move to their new home. 
 
Each quarter we work with From His Hands to pro-
vide a meal for people who live in the Grove area.  
We need about 6 to 8 people to help us cook the 
meal at St. Martin’s and 5 to 6 people to help us 
serve the meal at Grove Christian Outreach Cen-
ter. Please mark the following dates on  your calen-
dar: June 18th, September 17th and December 3rd .We 
will announce more details closer to each date.  


