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Magicians rarely share their tricks, because 
revealing how it’s done takes away the 
magic, but I think when it comes to worship, 
you’d be both edified and perhaps surprised 
by what goes into preparing for the 200+ 
events of worship we hold at Hickory Neck 
every year. 
 
 4 – 6 months prior 
 
I sit down with the Revised Common Lec-
tionary and choose lessons 
(when a choice is available, 
which is about half of all 
Sundays) for the next sev-
eral months.  I decide 
which Eucharistic Prayer 
we will use on which occa-
sions (in Rite I, there are 
two options; four for Rite 
II).  I also select from one 
of six forms of The Prayers 
of the People.   
 
Diversity is important, so that we don’t get 
into what I call “the rote rut,” where we 
automatically respond without giving much 
thought to what we’re saying.  The various 
prayers also have what I call “flavors” to 
them that are more appropriate for some 
seasons than others.  For instance, Eucharis-
tic Prayer D is a very glorious and highly 
celebratory prayer, so I usually reserve that 
for Christmastide, Easter season, and major 
feasts.  Prayer C is focused on God the crea� 

 
Who Knew?  An Inside Look at How We Prepare for Worship 

�
 The Reverend Michael L. Delk 

 

tor, so we use that frequently in the summer 
months, and on occasions like St. Francis Day 
and Thanksgiving Day.   
 
I also apportion preaching and celebrating as-
signments among not only Lauren and me, but 
with lay persons in the parish licensed to 
preach by the diocese.  These are almost al-
ways people in advanced stages of the discern-
ment process toward vocations in Holy Orders, 
such as Maria Kane and Bob Gay.   

 
Since Lauren is such a superb 
preacher, and before her Ann 
Dieterle as well, I generally 
divide up the preaching slots 
evenly.  For major feasts, like 
Christmas, Holy Week, and 
Easter, if one of us preaches 
a liturgy, the next year, that 
person will celebrate and the 
other one will preach.  Of 
course, the pattern varies to 

take into account vacation and other ministry 
commitments that prevent us from being pre-
sent on Sunday morning from time to time. 
 
3 months prior   
 
It takes a large number of people to help make 
our worship go smoothly, so that people aren’t 
distracted and can focus fully on God.  Every 
quarter we publish a rotation for our Worship 
Guilds, which include Acolytes, Altar Guild, 
Bread Bakers (for 9:00 a.m.),  Chalice  Bearers,  
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been since we sang that particular song.  I use similar 
criteria for selecting songs on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
the month at 9:00 a.m.   
 
Also, within this time span, the assigned preacher be-
gins looking at the lessons proscribed by the lectionary.  
We often consult commentaries and other resources 
that may help shed new insight on what the text means, 
especially when it is unfamiliar or particularly compli-
cated.  Then we let it simmer.   
 
We pray.  We think about which text or texts to use, out 
of the four choices (or three, when we do Morning 
Prayer on the 3rd Sunday of the month).  We consider 
how best to approach the text: how much background 
or context needs to be shared to facilitate understand-
ing; how does the passage impact the daily life of those 
who will hear or read the sermon.   
 
We ponder how to structure the sermon: standard three-
point expository; narrative; crisis/resolution.  Finding a 
way to engage people within the first 30 seconds can 
prove a challenge, though sometimes the Holy Spirit 
drops an idea into our brains in the most graceful of 
ways.  We decide whether the sermon needs to be pre-
dominantly educational, prophetic, or pastoral, in order 
to fulfill its purpose.  Lauren and I approach writing a 
sermon somewhat differently, but it can take each of us 
several hours to do our homework and think it through, 
before we actually sit down to write and revise the ser-
mon. 
 
During this period, I am preparing the worship bulle-
tins, using templates from previous Sundays, or for spe-
cial seasons or occasions like Lent or baptisms, refur-
bishing bulletins from the previous year.  This takes 
meticulous attention to detail, because each of our op-
portunities for worship on Sunday morning differs sig-
nificantly, and sometimes worship at the same hour 
changes from week to week.  
 
Within 6 days of worship      
 
Ed rehearses the hymns, anthems, preludes, and post-
ludes he will play.  The Parish Choir practices every 
Thursday.  The Choral Scholars get together on Satur-
day night for a run through of their music.  Praise Band 
rehearses on the Friday night prior to the Sundays they 
play.   
 
We discuss the upcoming Sunday, as well as review the 

(continued on page 6) 

Children’s Chapel Leaders (for 9:00 a.m.), Coffee 
Hour Hosts, Flower Guild, Greeters, Healing Minis-
ters (for 9:00 a.m.), Lectors and Intercessors, Lay 
Eucharistic Ministers (who take Communion to 
those unable to attend), Nursery Workers, our three 
musical ensembles, and Ushers.  
 
The initial schedules are generated by the individu-
als who organize those ministries and take care of 
recruitment and training of new people interested in 
serving.  Then Hope Brans takes all of those sched-
ules and makes sure that we don’t have people exer-
cising multiple duties that are incompatible.  For 
example, it’s pretty tough to usher on a Sunday that 
the Parish Choir is scheduled to sing if you’re part 
of that group. 
 
All of this is done well in advance, so that people 
can plan their calendar accordingly, and obtain sub-
stitutes if they have a previous commitment on a 
Sunday they are scheduled to serve.  Well over 100 
people minister in some way at our worship, most of 
them in multiple roles, which is a wonderful wit-
ness.  But it definitely makes scheduling a huge 
challenge.   
 
2 – 3 months prior    
 
Ed and I sit down to discuss our options for Service 
Music, which we switch from season to season as 
appropriate.  Depending on the time of year, we pick 
from an array of different settings for the Gloria, the 
Kyrie, the Trisagion, the Sanctus, Lord’s Prayer, and 
Fraction Anthem.  Again, we try to diversify what 
the congregation sings, so that we don’t get bored, 
while at the same time being realistic about which 
settings are accessible to a parish with a wide range 
of musical ability and preferences.    
 
1 – 2 weeks prior 
 
Ed chooses the music for the 9:00 a.m. Eucharist on 
the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays of the month, along with 
the music for all of our 11:15 a.m. Eucharist.  Ed 
uses several criteria, including: how well the lyrics 
of a hymn match with the occasion (seasonal or oth-
erwise) and the scripture lessons for the day; how 
well he thinks the congregation might know the 
song; whether or not we will have choral support for 
congregational singing, which helps determine the 
difficulty of the hymn and whether or not we want 
to  introduce  something  new;    and   how  long  it’s 
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 Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 
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           Spotlight on Margene and Dave Hartsough 
 
                                            Jim Izzo 
                                            

Margene Hartsough has not always been a member of 
the Episcopal Church, but religion has always been an 
important part of her life. Born in Atlanta, Georgia, and 
raised in the Methodist Church, she became an Episco-
palian through her late husband’s daughter. When visit-
ing with her family, Margene attended Christ Church in 
Alexandria, Virginia, where she and David Hartsough 
were married in April of 2007. 
 
The couple moved to Toano two months later because 
they found the home they wanted in the Stonehouse 
community. Like many newcomers to the area, they vis-
ited many churches before settling at Hickory Neck. 
“There was a real feeling of welcome as soon as we en-
tered the building and a true sense of family which we 
enjoy. This is what we wanted in a new church – a sense 
of belonging and being able to contribute.” 
 
Their contributions include working at two Fall Festi-
vals and ushering at Sunday services. Margene contin-
ues to work with the Altar Guild where she left off in 
Jacksonville, Florida. She had lived there for 36 years 
with her late husband Jim, who passed away in 2005, 
the same year David lost his wife Kathleen. The two 
couples had been friends for many years, even after 
David and Kathleen moved from Jacksonville to Bos-
ton.  “David and I were a support  system for each other 
during   our   spouses’  illnesses,”   Margene   explained.  

“After they passed away, we got together in 2006 
in Virginia Beach, where his daughter lives.” A 
year later they were married. 
 
Margene calls her six stepchildren (David’s two 
and Jim’s four) “a great joy and a blessing.” Her 
nine grandchildren and her stepchildren “have en-
riched my life,” she added. So has Hickory Neck 
Church. As a member of the Vestry (“I was sur-
prised and humbled to be asked to run”), she will 
focus on the youth programs, including Sunday 
school and Vacation Bible School. 
 
David was born and raised in Ohio, graduated from 
the National War College, and was a helicopter 
pilot during his Navy career. He teaches at the Nor-
folk branch of the Naval War College one day a 
week and also works as a manufacturer’s represen-
tative part-time. Margene and he are both officers 
in the Lion’s Club of James City County – she has 
been secretary for two years and he is the incoming 
president. 
 
Margene’s other civic activities include being a 
master gardener, where she speaks to elementary 
children as part of the Seeds of Learning program, 
and the Williamsburg James City County Tourist 
Alliance, a four-month course which trains people 
for community service and leadership. After com-
pleting the course two years ago, Margene chose 
the Williamsburg Symphonia as her organization of 
interest. She is a member of its executive commit-
tee, board of trustees, and is vice-president of edu-
cation. She is also on the Williamsburg Youth Or-
chestra Board. 
 
Margene summed up the couple’s experience at 
Hickory Neck as follows: “We both feel that being 
part of a church is significant to us as a couple, a 
strengthening of our marriage. To share this to-
gether is huge. Hickory Neck is so encouraging and 
inclusive.” 
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We are now entering spring of another beautiful year 
here in “Gods” country. The birds are beginning to 
sing again. The crickets and frogs have begun their 
choruses. The days are getting longer, and thankfully 
warmer. The turtles have started to sun themselves on 
the logs in their ponds, and I even ran across my first 
snake of the season. I’m sure anyone who is inter-
ested in gardening has already perused with great 
interest the most current offering of seed catalogues.  
Everywhere there seems to be the harbingers of new 
life and new opportunities. I am excited about this 
new time of the year, and the new opportunities it 
may hold for all of us.  
 
As you may have heard, I was not chosen to proceed 
in the ordination preparation process of our Diocese. 
This was a very troubling occurrence, one with which 
my wife and I are still dealing and of which we are 
still trying to make sense. The decision was accom-
panied by the expected grief and sorrow that any 
traumatic event can bring. We have had to grow 
through this sadness and even some anger, as we 
search for God’s light and guidance at this turn of 
events. Admittedly there was always the possibility 
of this decision; we just never accepted the probabil-
ity of it. We believe that in this, as with all things, the 
Lord can bring some good out of this decision if we 
are willing to have faith and wait on Him. 
 
The life of ordained minister and wife, for which we 
had been busily preparing ourselves, has now taken a 
different direction. Now we need to step back, and 
discern the Lord’s will for our lives. It may not be in 
the direction which we originally thought, but it may 
prove to be just as rewarding and exciting. When I 
was preparing for the meeting with the Commission 
on Ministry, my most ardent prayer was that the 
Lord’s will, not mine, be done. I believe that the Lord 
answers our prayers in ways that are best for us, even 
when we may not see the logic in the answer from 
our small viewpoint. The same is true for this answer 
from the Commission. I asked for the Lord’s will to 
be done, and so now I need to accept and live that 
answer. The challenge is living that answer as readily 
and with as much determination as if  the answer had 
been yes.  In a way though, the answer was  yes,  just 

yes is what is still to be discovered. 
 
The Lord offered me a gift in this calling to serve, but 
it was up to me to accept it and use it. I, in turn offered 
myself back to Him as a form of a gift, and it is up to 
Him to use me as He sees best. When we offer a gift, 
truly offer a gift, we relinquish all control over the 
item being given. It is no longer ours to govern or 
guide, it is up to the recipient to use as he sees fit. God 
offered, I accepted, I offered, I believe God accepted. 
It is now up to Robin and me to wait and see just what 
the next step in this wonderful, beautiful journey may 
be. 
 
So as we move into spring, we also look forward with 
anticipation to the celebration of Easter, the celebra-
tion of eternal life for all of mankind. Everywhere 
there are hints of the beauty of God’s creation just 
waiting to spring forth with new and dazzling color 
and dimensions. Let’s celebrate together this special 
and exciting time in our lives, never taking for granted 
God’s bountiful blessings all around us.  God’s peace 
and continued blessings to all of you. 

 
New Opportunities 

 
Don Seeterlin 

 

Vestry Highlights 
 

Mary Teale, Register 

The monthly Vestry Meeting was held March 9th in the 
Wilkinson Center.  Martha McCartney described a 
proposal by the Colonial Dames of the 17th Century to 
mark the Historic Chapel by a plaque with a suitable 
inscription.  Martha suggested that the plaque be 
placed on a low brick pedestal located across the side-
walk from the painting by Sidney King.  The Vestry 
agreed that a Letter of Permission be sent to the Colo-
nial Dames. 
 
Fred Boelt, Treasurer, said that the church finances are 
in good shape with February income over-budget by 
$3,000 and expenses under budget.  Donations for Hai-
tian relief have nearly reached $14,000. 
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April Celebrations  

   1   -   Lucas Barnes    
   1   -   Bill Smack 
   3   -   Paul Carey 
   4   -   Joan Siegel 
   7   -   De Fehrenbach 
   7   -   Bill Small 
   8   -   Matthew Race 
   9   -   Emma Transue 
 11   -   Marcia Kirkpatrick 
 11   -   Aubrey Koob 
 11   -   Collin Koob 
 11   -   Mike Willoughby  
 12   -   Merri Kelly  
 13   -   Brian Hanlon 
 13   -   Ambler Loving 
 13   -   Lauris Zeni 

                 5   -   Christine & Brian Hanlon 
                 6   -   Mary Jo & Doug Smith 
               21   -   Brenda & Tony Cicero 
               21   -   Lucy & John Rothnie 
               24   -   Nancy & Bob Frederisko 
               28   -   Margene & Dave Hartsough 
               30   -   Karen & John Dutro 

 16   -   Chuck Jundt 
 19   -   Katherine  
              Arcement 
 19   -   Mary Brittain 
 20   -   Carol Hearn 
 20   -   Mary Everson 
 21   -   Pat Kirk 
 22   -   Daniel Zoellner 
 23   -   Dalene Bailey 
 24   -   Carol Smith 
 24   -   Betty Somloi 
 26   -   Carol Fraize 
 28   -   Amber Deal 
 28   -   Carol Goff 
 28   -   Janet McConaughy 
 29   -   Brian Manning 

�
Birthdays     

�
Anniversaries 

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are          
not listed above,  please  send  the  appropriate  information to   
nansteve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.  

Gary Harvey, Senior Warden, reported that the sew-
age grinder pumps had to be repaired in February at 
a cost of $4,870.  John Rothnie and he have con-
structed a roof over the pumps' outdoor equipment 
to protect it from roof run-off.  Two contractors are 
preparing estimates to enclose the front porte-
cochere of the New Chapel.  Gary is also meeting 
with contractors to discuss solutions to the dark 
walkway of the Historic Chapel at night.  The use 
of solar lights has been deemed expensive and 
short-lived, and any solution needs to be mindful of 
not adversely affecting near-by property owners 
with objectionable light. 
 
The Reverend Lauren McDonald said that March is 
providing many outreach opportunities.  On March 
4th six of Hickory Neck young people participated 
in the serving of From our Hands' ministry.  On 
March 24th volunteers are needed to help package 
meals for Stop Hunger Now.  A collection of side 
food items for Easter food baskets for Grove Chris-
tian Outreach will begin shortly.  Lauren was 
pleased to report that Bob Gay has been asked to 
chair the HELP project, a task force to address 
homelessness that includes service agencies and 
government representatives from Williamsburg, 
James City County and York County.  
 
Pam Stromberg, Pastoral Care liaison, distributed a 
report describing the ministry's activities.  They 
include:  delivery of emergency meals to new 
moms and others in need, training 11 Eucharistic 
Visitors, and the delivery of 26 prayer shawls since 
November 2009 to those in need of comfort.  Don 
Seeterlin has joined the ministry members who visit 
the ill and shut-ins.  
 
A Certification of Canonical Eligibility for Ordina-
tion to the Deaconate for Bob Gay was signed by 
all members of the Vestry. 
 
Father Michael announced that Connie Kendrick 
has resigned her position as Chairperson  of the Al-
tar Guild which she has held for 13 years.  He ex-
pressed his gratitude and that of the Vestry for her 
kind, capable services. 
 
The next meeting of the Vestry will be April 20, 
2010, at 7:00 p.m., in the Wilkinson Center. 
 
Please note that the official minutes of the March Vestry Meeting will 
be approved at the April meeting and published on the church web 
page following that meeting.       
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Who Knew? An Inside Look… 
(continued from page 2) 

 
previous one, along with any other worship coming 
up, at our Tuesday morning staff meeting, to make 
sure that everybody’s on the same page.   
 
Hope runs the bulletins off on the copier, and a team 
of parishioners fold them and stuff the lessons and 
announcements into each.  Lay Eucharistic Minis-
ters are assigned to visit people in hospital or in 
their homes.  Parish Life makes sure that we have 
everything we need for fellowship.  Our healing 
ministers immerse themselves in prayer to prepare 
for service as channels of God’s grace at the side 
altar during our 9:00 a.m. Eucharist.   
 
Our lectors are practicing the lesson(s) they will 
read, because sometimes there are difficult-to-
pronounce proper names, or a passage difficult to 
read well on the first attempt.  The Prayers of the 
People are revised to reflect new concerns and re-
move those whose prayers have been answered.  
The Children’s Chapel leader is thinking about how 
to present the Gospel in a way that 3 – 7 year-olds 
can understand, while at the same time keeping their 
attention, which can be prone to wander.  The 
Flower Guild is praying about how to arrange the 
beauty of creation in ways that best reveal God’s 
glory.  The acolytes and ushers are mentally prepar-
ing for their many responsibilities that last through-
out the liturgy.    
 
The Altar Guild is making sure that the linens, ves-
sels, and elements (bread/wafers and wine) are ready 
for use.  Most of the linens need to be cleaned and 
ironed on a regular basis, including: purificators 
(with which we wipe the chalice after every use); 
the corporal (which lies beneath the bread and wine 
on the altar); the fair linen (which protects the altar 
from spills and scratches); the credence table cloth 
(which lies underneath everything on the table 
where we house what we need at the altar); and the 
lavabo towel (which the celebrant uses to dry his/her 
hands after the ceremonial washing during the Of-
fertory).  The Lay Eucharistic Minister kits need to 
be fully stocked, the candles topped off with liquid 
wax and trimmed wicks.  Several times a year, the 
colors on the pulpit and altar are switched to mark 
seasons and festival days.  Occasionally, these 
heavy cumbersome furniture vestments need to be 
changed multiple times in the same week.   

Doubtless, I missed several tasks that occur within each 
of the periods described.  Altar Guild periodically re-
plenishes our stock of bread, wine, and candle oil.  
Each Christmas, all of our brass and silver instruments 
and vessels are thoroughly polished.  These special 
events also require additional preparation from every-
body, including setting out extra chairs, prayer books, 
and hymnals.  The ushers review how to move extra-
large groups of people through the space efficiently 
without anyone feeling rushed.   
 
 However, despite the inevitable incompleteness of this 
article, I hope you have a greater appreciation for how 
many people it takes to make our worship the best we 
can.  It requires tremendous preparation and coordina-
tion, which is easy not to notice, precisely because we 
work hard to insure that there’s no sense of strain or 
confusion during the hour we share praising our Holy 
God.   
 
 If you would like to participate in any of these minis-
tries, please let us know.  We would be delighted to 
help you discern what’s best for you, and then prepare 
you to serve, so that you can be at your best when your 
turn comes to contribute toward the worship of our 
community through service.        

 
“SpiritWorks Foundation Makes 

Good People Great” 
 

Jim Izzo 

The words of Jan 
Brown, founder and 
executive director of 
SpiritWorks, sum up 
the Foundation’s gen-
eral effect on the people 
it helps. Its specific 
mission is “to help indi-

viduals live free from the intergenerational cycle of 
addiction in their families.” 
 
Founded in 2005 and located at 5800 Mooretown Road 
in Williamsburg since March of 2007, SpiritWorks’ 
recovery support services for adults include three as-
pects. The first is life management skills and recovery 
coaching, which involves “helping people who have 
just come out of treatment or jail,  or who have been in 
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     (as of 2/28/2010) 
 

    YTD Budget Income                             $73,713.18 
    YTD Actual Income                              $86,518.00 
    YTD Budget Expense                           $73,713.18 
    YTD Actual Expense                           $73,805.63 
 
Fred Boelt reports that February brought more snow 
causing us not to have services on the first Sunday, 
but we still finished in the black! February income 
was over budget by $3,000 and year-to-date income 
was over budget by almost $13,000. Even paying 
higher winter utility bills and prepaying our Workers’ 
Compensation insurance premium, expenses were 
slightly under budget for the month, and only over by 
less than $100, year-to date. Bottom line, we are 
$12,712 in the black; an enviable position to be in at 
this time of year. 
 
In addition to meeting our parish needs, we continue 
to receive contributions for Haiti relief. The steward-
ship of our parish is truly a blessing. It enables us to 
be good shepherds to God’s flock both at home and 
abroad. It makes being your treasurer a real pleasure!   
 
 

recovery for awhile, identify their goals and work on 
difficulties with daily issues and activities,” says Jan. 
“They have tremendous hurdles to overcome.” The 
second aspect is a telephone recovery support pro-
gram, which involves a regular call from a staff mem-
ber or volunteer  to check on how each individual is 
doing. Third, there is recovery planning, to develop 
and incorporate wellness tools into a personal recov-
ery system, which will “decrease and prevent relapse, 
increase personal empowerment, and assist people in 
achieving their goals and dreams.” 
 
SpiritWorks also offers a children’s recovery program 
(for teenagers and younger kids, ages 7-12), which is 
based on an education curriculum designed to help 
youngsters understand addiction, express their feel-
ings about it, and give them the skills needed to solve 
problems and cope with different situations. A one 
week summer camp for kids ages 9-13 will be held at 
the Airfield 4H Center in Surry County.  
 
“Recovery remains a relatively new area. We’re still 
figuring out what it means and how best to support 
the community,” Jan said. “Other professional agen-
cies are continuing to find and use us as a resource. 
We will field calls and provide information on treat-
ment centers, housing, employment, etc.” she ex-
plained. “We can point people in the right direction 
for these services.” 
 
The Center’s facility on Mooretown Road was made 
possible by Bunkie Richter, who sent out requests for 
donations in January of 2007 (the 20th anniversary of 
Jan’s recovery); she received enough money to lease 
the building for its first year. “We wanted to give a 
face to our organization and provide a safe, comfort-
able place in the community for people to come,” Jan 
commented. Previously, she had held meetings in her 
home and other homes in the area. The center of that 
“safe, comfortable place” is the living room, called 
the “sober café,” where people can sit and talk or 
read. There is also a meeting room for children and 
teens and other rooms downstairs, for discovery 
groups, for computers and for books; the upstairs has 
an office, where they create and print their own mate-
rials. 
 
“Whenever I am asked why SpiritWorks?” says Jan, 
“My answer is – because no one recovers from addic-
tion alone.” 
�
��

The Hickory Neck Outreach Committee’s grant to the Spirit-
Works Foundation is shown being presented to Jan Brown, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Foundation, by Tom Gee.  
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In February 1734 Blisland 
Parish’s vestry agreed to hire 
John Moore and Lewis 
Deloney to build a new 
church on an acre of ground 
donated by vestry clerk 
Henry Holdcroft’s widow, 
Mary.  In time, the new 
house-of-worship became 
known as Hickory Neck 
Church, taking its name 
from the Holdcrofts’ planta-

tion. Our colonial vestry records reveal that the new 
church, which was to serve the lower or eastern part 
of Blisland Parish, was built on an east-west axis, in 
accord with Anglican tradition. It had three windows 
on each side and two in each end. The interior walls 
were lathed, plastered, and whitewashed, and over-
head soared an arched or barrel ceiling. The main 
entrance to the church was in its western end, toward 
the forerunner of Richmond Road. 
  
Blisland Parish’s vestry expected the new church to 
be completed by the summer of 1736 and both work-
men posted a bond, guaran-
teeing the “faithfull perform-
ance” of their contract. Delo-
ney’s skills would have been 
well known, for he had as-
sisted carpenter James Mor-
ris in constructing Bruton 
Parish’s second brick 
church. He also was in-
volved in installing Bruton’s 
flooring and framing and 
setting up its box pews, pul-
pit and canopy. Vestry min-
utes suggest that Moore and 
Deloney had completed their 
work at Hickory Neck by 
October 1738. 
  
By 1773, the congregation  
of Hickory Neck Church  
had grown to the point that 
more worship space was  

needed. This prompted the churchwardens to seek a 
contractor to undertake construction of an addition. 
They placed an advertisement in the March 3, 1774, 
edition of the Virginia Gazette, and hired Daniel Lyon 
of New Kent County. Vestry records reveal that by July 
29, 1776, he had added a north transept to Hickory 
Neck Church. The addition was almost square, for it 
measured approximately 25 ½ feet long and 25 feet 
wide. It was set back approximately 6 feet from the 
eastern end of the original structure and it had two win-
dows on each side. In order to avoid disturbing existing 
graves, Lyon and his crew dismantled a section of the 
brick wall erected around the church in 1742 and al-
lowed the new transept to protrude through. 
  
In 1825, the General Assembly incorporated the trus-
tees of the Hickory Neck School Society and author-
ized them to repair “a part of the building formerly 
called Hickory Neck Church” so that it could be con-
verted into a school. Afterward, the oldest part of the 
building was razed and the transept built in 1774 was 
lengthened. Then, its open end was bricked up; a door-
way, fireplace and chimney were installed; and a new 
window was added to each side. Our brickwork, though 
scarred, has withstood the test of time.  

�

Hickory Neck Hilltop 
 

Martha W. McCartney 
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it. They see the special gifts you do have and know 
you are a strong, sincere, responsible person. Don’t 
put negative judgment on yourself, God is asking you 
to serve too. We put our lives into God’s hands and 
we can find joy and security for now; He will help us 
on the road that lies ahead. 
 
 As you grow in relationship with Him what you do 
will reflect who you really are. Ask God to help you 
to be busy about the right things, the business of 
serving Him. When you say yes to God you say yes 
to His whole creation.  

For many years, we've been blessed with wave after 
wave of superb Vestry members. However, these past 
few years, it's become tougher and tougher for the 
Nominating Committee to put together a slate that 
offers the congregation ample choice during our An-

nual Parish Meeting 
election. There are 
many reasons for this, 
but for some parishion-
ers, the idea of serving 
as a member of the Ves-
try is just too intimidat-
ing.  So we thought that 

having past and present Vestry members share their 
experiences might help people better understand how 
spiritually rewarding this ministry can be, and how it 
can be done well, even if you're  busy, without be-
coming overwhelmed. We hope these reflections in-
spire and encourage you to consider saying 'Yes,' 
should a member of the Nominating Committee ap-
proach you about standing for election to the Vestry. 

What is the grace of God? The grace of God comes 
when you serve God because you are already saved, 
not because you want to be saved. When you serve on 
the church vestry you renew your Godly vision, how 
you see life and heaven is positively strengthened.  
 
Each of us chooses both the road there and load of 
our lives. When I was on the vestry I truly grew in my 
understanding and love of serving the whole church. I 
achieved because I believed. My belief in God gave 
me the ambition to succeed. The ideal of grace in life 
is not lived alone, but in community. 
 
When you are on the vestry you will have true Chris-
tian support from your fellow vestry members. Yes, 
you are responsible for your chosen area but you 
don’t need to feel you can’t fulfill your duties. You 
will be working with Christian friends. Also you have 
God on your side. You will not be on this journey by 
yourself. Ask God in prayer if you feel lost and He 
will rescue you if you listen. 
 
Sometimes we feel we can’t fill a responsibility when 
asked but the people who ask you know you can do 

�

Join the Celebration! 
 

The Wilkinson Center  
April 14, 2010  

7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Have you ever… 
 
   �   Delivered meals for Meals on Wheels, contrib- 
       uted food to FISH, or helped with From His  
       Hands?  
   �   Tutored students or volunteered to work with  
        kids?  
   �   Driven for Williamsburg Faith in Action?  
   �   Been a member of a Service Organization?  
   �   Offered assistance to a stranger?  
   �   Visited a person in Jail or prison?  
   �   Gone on a Mission Trip, either domestic or 
       foreign?  
   �   Participated in a ministry in the community  
       about which no one knows?  
   �   Had a desire to volunteer, but just weren’t sure 
       what to do?  
   �   Wanted to know more about Outreach oppor- 
        tunities at Hickory Neck? 
  
Then… this gathering is for you! 
 
Please stop by. We will have lots of munchies to nib-
ble and will hear fellow parishioners share their sto-
ries about the fulfilling ministries in which they are 
involved as we celebrate doing God’s work in the 
world. 
 
Bring a friend! 

�

Christian Community 
 

Connie Kendrick 
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“Almighty God, heavenly 
Father, you have blessed us 
with the joy and care of 
children; give us calm 
strength and patient wisdom 
as we bring them up, that 
we may teach them to love 
whatever is just and true 
and good, following the 

example of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.”  (Book 
of Common Prayer.) 
 
The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act 
(CAPTA) is the Federal legislation which provides 
the minimum standards regarding abuse or maltreat-
ment of children.  CAPTA defines child abuse and 
neglect as:  “any recent act or failure to act on the 
part of a parent or caretaker, which results in death, 
serious physical or emotional harm, sexual abuse or 
exploitation, or an act or failure to act which presents 
an imminent risk of harm.”  Most states recognize 
four types of abuse:  physical, sexual, emotional, and 
neglect.  Types of neglect are:  physical (failure to 
provide food, clothing, shelter, education), emotional 
(failure to provide love, affection, or comfort), and 
medical (failure to provide needed medical care).  
Occasionally, situations occur which seem like ne-
glect yet they are families in need of necessary re-
sources. It is when the resources are available but 
deliberately withheld that it becomes a situation of 
neglect.   
 
According to the Center for Disease Control, in 2007 
there were over 5 million children involved in an es-
timated 3.8 million child abuse and neglect reports in 
the United States.  It is estimated that 5 children die 
every day as a result of child abuse.  A report of child 
abuse or neglect is made every 10 seconds.  Studies 
have shown that most children who suffered abuse 
become very troubled adults and often become abus-
ers as well.  Abuse exists in every socio-economic 
level, across every ethnic and cultural level, in all 
religions, and all levels of education. 
 
The  ribbon we are  encouraged  to wear  during  this  

month is “baby blue” to remind us of the bruises in-
flicted on the bodies, minds, and spirits of abused chil-
dren everywhere.  Learn about abuse and neglect, how 
to recognize the signs and what to do next.  Take this 
month to pray for children who are abused, exploited, 
missing, homeless, hungry, neglected, or living in fear.  
Those wounded in mind, body, and spirit from abuse or 
live in an abusive environment. 
 
“May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, 
half-truths, and superficial relationships.  So that you 
may live deep within your heart.  
May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, 
and exploitation of people.  So that you may work for 
justice, freedom and peace.  
May God bless you with tears to shed for those who 
suffer pain, rejection, hunger, and war.  So that you 
may reach out your hand to comfort them and turn their 
pain into joy.  
And may God bless you with enough foolishness to 
believe that you can make a difference in the world.  So 
that you can do what others claim cannot be done to 
bring justice and kindness to all our children and the 
poor.”  (Franciscan Benediction.) 

�

April: Child Abuse Prevention 
Month 

 
Carolyn Gaylord, RN, FCN 

�

Support our Mission Team to  
Honduras 

 
The Reverend Michael L. Delk 

If you liked Shrove 
Tuesday, or missed it 
and heard how fun it 
was, then you’ll love 
our Cabaret Honduras, 
on Friday, April 23rd, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the 

New Chapel.  The night begins with fellowship over 
light refreshments, followed by an evening of enter-
tainment, featuring our great friend and amazing vo-
calist from D.C., Bill Harris. 
 
In the midst of our evening, we will pause for an up-
beat presentation on El Hogar, an Episcopal mission in 
the Diocese of Honduras that provides quality elemen-
tary and technical education for the poorest children of 
a nation that ranks second in poverty – just behind 
Haiti – in the Western Hemisphere.   A member of our  
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The Flower Guild needs you! Please consider joining 
the flower guild of Hickory Neck Church. If you 
have any interest in arranging or learning to arrange 
we will be happy to help and guide you. This is a 
quiet ministry and very rewarding. Please contact 
Barbara Laroche at bmlaroche@aol.com or 565-
0122.  
 
Hickory Neck now has a Facebook page. Check us 
out online!  
 
We now have a box under the kiosk in the Narthex to 
collect old eyeglasses and hearing aids. The Lion’s 
Club uses these to help people in need of these items. 
Please see Margene Hartsough with questions.  

mission team will briefly explain what’s being done 
to help lift these children of God out of poverty, eco-
nomically and spiritually.  We will talk about why 
we’re going, and how we hope to help, and how you 
can help without having to travel to Latin America. 
 
It will be a great time for a good cause, and I encour-
age you to come.  When we gather to party, it is a 
joyous sight to behold. 

 
    Nugget Notes 

�

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to partici-
pate in everything freely, member or non-member. 
However, if you would like to become an official 
member of Hickory Neck, we want to make that hap-
pen for you. Simply call our office, 566-0276, or 
speak to Father Michael or Pastor Lauren. There 
are several ways to join. If you have not yet been bap-
tized, we would be overjoyed to speak with you about 
receiving the Sacrament of Baptism. If you are al-
ready baptized, we can transfer you in as a baptized 
member, and if your letter of membership resides in 
another congregation, we can write them and affect 
the transfer. Official membership entitles a person to 
vote and stand as a candidate in parish elections, but 
making the commitment of membership is also a 
good way to affirm your commitment to the mission 
of Jesus Christ in this place. 
 
On Saturday, April 17th, from 10:00 a.m �  11:30 a.m. 
the Women’s Spirituality Group will meet.  Each 
meeting of the group includes a short Bible study or 
presentation on a saint or prayer practice, small group 
conversations, and time for prayer.  You don’t have  
to do anything to prepare, just come ready to         
participate in this community of women growing 
deeper in their lives in Christ.  If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please contact Pastor Lauren 
(lmcdonald@hickoryneck.org). 
 
If you would like to contribute to the Haitian recovery 
effort, please do so; noting “Haiti” in the memo line 
of your check. You can keep track of Mother Lau-
ren’s ministry and the situation in Haiti by visiting 
her website, www.gointotheworld.net.  

August 2nd to 6th  –  Vacation Bible School 
 

September 25th – Fall Festival 
 

October 8th and 9th – Parish Retreat 
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NUGGETS STAFF  

   Editor: Nancy Snyder 
   Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney  
   Spotlight Reporter: Jim Izzo  
   Production: Steve Snyder 
 
   May Deadline – April  15th  
 
   E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at  
   nansteve13@cox.net 

Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church 
8300 Richmond Road 
Toano, VA 23168 
 
Tel (757) 566-0276           Fax (757) 566-0081    
 

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

It’s been awhile, but 
now it’s time to gather 
again for fun, fellow-
ship and an inspiring 
presentation by a mem-
ber of our community.  
However, we’re making 
some changes that we 
hope will help every-
body. 

 
First, we will meet at the Hot Stacks Pancake House 
off Richmond Road in Lightfoot located between the 
hotel and the Baptist Church.  This offers a greater 
variety of selection for people who have dietary re-
strictions.  It also means that several guys don’t have 
to show up at 0-dark-thirty to prep a meal, which is 
made more difficult because they don’t know for 
how many people they will be cooking.  I chose this 
restaurant, because it is centrally located for our 
group.  We have men living in York County, off 
Jamestown Road and Route 5, all the way up to Lan-
exa, West Point, and other parts of New Kent 
County.   
 
Second, our sessions will include topics that pertain 
to our faith.  Our first speaker, Ron Quisenberry, is 
the son-in-law of parishioners George and Ethel 
Margroum.  He is a firefighter and was one of the 
first people on the scene after the terrible earthquake 
that killed over 200,000 people in Haiti.  No doubt, 
he has quite a story to share.  We will also spend a 
brief time in prayer at each meeting. 

Third, the men will gather for breakfast monthly on the 
third Saturday: same place, same time.  We will finish 
by 10:00 a.m., so that folks can get on with their day.  
Speakers will be announced in advance.   
 
I hope you will make this new version of Men’s Break-
fast part of your regular schedule.  We have a lot to 
offer each other, through our presence and by sharing 
our stories of faith with each other.  Bring an appetite 
and an open heart.       

 
Men’s Breakfast on Saturday 

April 17 th, 8:30 a.m. 
 

The Reverend Michael L. Delk 

�

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
Easter Sunday, 10:15 a.m.  


