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Why Church Matters 
 

 The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

My memories of childhood are sadly scant.  
Not until adolescence, an agony of confusion 
and insecurity that seared itself into my brain, 
did I begin to form a fairly continuous narra-
tive of my life.  I’ve never quite figured out 
why.  Life was pleasant enough: solidly mid-
dle-class, non-abusive.  For whatever reason, 
only small snippets remain from my first dec-
ade of life. 
 
Most of those recollections are set in a simple 
white clapboard church, nestled on a small 
hill among a grove of trees.  
It sat 100 people comforta-
bly, if one could find com-
fort in cushionless wooden 
pews hewn to an odd angle.  
The maximum capacity was 
rarely required, though, be-
cause ours was a congrega-
tion where an attendance of 
35 meant the gang was all 
there.  
 
The predominant memory is 
of a great gnawing boredom.  Methodist 
preachers were prone to drone on for about a 
half-hour, and most of our preachers were 
SLP’s, Methodist lingo for Student Local Pas-
tors, which meant that they were serving our 
charge until they could complete their under-
graduate degree at one of the local universi-
ties. 
 
Sunday School wasn’t much better. There 
were  three  classes:  pre-school  through 1st or  

2nd grade, high school, and everybody in be-
tween.  The first of those classes taught me to 
share crayons, the second resulted in some 
stimulating conversations, the third was ex-
cruciating.  It must have been doubly so for 
the teachers, stuck with an unmanageable 
age-span. 
 
For curriculum, I remember a floppy pam-
phlet with a glossy exterior and newspaper 
pages that smelled wrong.  We took turns 
reading from the pages.  Sword drills – where 

students line up with their 
Bibles to locate a passage 
called out by the teachers 
before anyone else – were a 
highlight. 
 
I was baptized twice:  once 
as an infant by a preacher 
who believed in baptizing 
infants; once again when I 
was twelve by a preacher 
who didn’t believe in infant 
baptism.  I’m not sure which 

one took.  Some might argue that neither did, 
or both.  One of my godfathers (I’m not sure 
from which baptism) didn’t believe in the 
Holy Trinity.  Just didn’t make sense to him, 
I guess. 
 
I remember the whole church going to the 
Bonanza in Springfield, Tennessee, every 
time combined Sunday attendance for chil-
dren and adults was above 30 for five con-
secutive Sundays. I remember driving around 
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in a convoy to sing Christmas carols at people’s 
houses.  I remember trudging back into the woods 
to use the outhouse, scared to death that a copper-
head would strike me at the most vulnerable of mo-
ments.  I remember a wasp flying up my jacket 
sleeve on Easter Day and stinging me several times 
on the left arm.  Odd what stands out, and what 
doesn’t. 
 
Some might say, from an objective standpoint, that 
our church was substandard, and I suppose we 
could have done better at a number of things.  But I 
remember that I was loved, and I was taught to love 
unselfishly like Jesus does, and I’ve never forgot-
ten.  It didn’t take fully half the membership of that 
church driving 400 miles round trip to and from 
Lexington in a single day on December 22 for an 
ordination to the priesthood to remind me of that 
love.  I have never forgotten the love, because I still 
feel it. 
 
I think most of my memories from early childhood 
come from that little country church simply be-
cause I was taken there almost every single Sun-
day.  Somehow the mediocre preaching and the so-
so Sunday School failed to dampen my enthusiasm, 
not because I was a precocious or especially per-
ceptive person, but because Jesus was there in the 
people I cared for and in the people who cared for 
me.  But Jesus couldn’t have been there for me, or 
for anybody else, if each of us hadn’t taken the 
time and trouble simply to show up, which with 
remarkable consistency, we did. 
 
Church matters because that’s where the people of 
God gather.  We may not like the music, or the ser-
mon, or the classes, or the building, but none of 
that matters nearly as much as just getting together 
in the name of Jesus.  I know that may sound he-
retical, in a world where we know precisely what 
we want (or we think we do), and by God, we’d 
better get it.  But that’s the truth.  Sermons don’t 
work if nobody’s listening.  There can’t be music, 
if people refuse to sing because they don’t like the 
tune. 
 
It’s easy to forget that in our service-oriented cul-
ture, which is why I rarely refer to worship as a 
service, because it isn’t. Worship is there to serve 
no one. Worship is to praise God, because how 
could we do otherwise?  

Maybe these are just the thoughts of a man with a poor 
memory, but there are days when I wonder, in a parish 
with such amazing people sharing remarkable gifts, 
why our average attendance is one-third our member-
ship, and why people drift away or become complacent.  
Not all, not most, but some.  I think, looking back, that 
we might sometimes forget the real reason why Church 
matters.  I hope more of us begin to remember. 

 
Welcome Thanks 

 
The Reverend Lauren McDonald 

Hickory Neck lived up to its reputation for hospitality 
on my first Sunday.  I can’t imagine coming to a more 
welcoming place.  Combining the three services into 
one gave me the opportunity to greet many of you to-
gether.  I found the installation service very moving 
and was delighted by the reception.  Thank you to Lynn 
and Larry Kelley and the Parish Life Committee and all 
who assisted in providing the brunch.  A lot of work 
went into making my first day special, and I am deeply 
grateful to all who were involved. 
 
I would also like to extend my appreciation to all who 
hosted and attended the meet and greets.  They have 
been a wonderful way for me to start learning names 
and to get to know you better.  They’ve also been a fun 
way for “Hickory Neckers” to get to spend some time 
together.  I would appreciate it if you would all con-
tinue to wear your nametags so that I, along with other 
newcomers, will have an easier time getting to know 
your names. 
 
Thank you to Michael, Hope, and Ed and all of you 
who have made me feel so welcome in my first days 
here.  Your hospitality and warmth have helped make 
this transition easier for me.  I feel so blessed to be here 
and am looking forward to our journey together. 
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A quiz time challenge for you. How well do you know 
this Hickory Neck couple, Lynn and Larry Kelley? An-
swer these questions and then read the following para-
graphs to find the correct answers embedded. 
 
Which one of them is retired from the Navy? Which one 
of them is retired from the Army Reserve and the United 
States Postal system after a 26 year career? Which one of 
them has an airplane pilot’s license? Which one, after 
many trips abroad, considers Iceland to be the best place 
to visit? Which one has just completed the second year 
of the Education for Ministry program? Which partici-
pated in Nuclear Power Operations on submarines? 
Which is a self-taught crafter who displays very special 
art work at the Norge School of Art as well as many 
other area art events? Ready? Here are the right answers. 
 
Larry hails from Spokane, Washington and spent his 
Navy career at many stations throughout the world, but 
decided in 1994 to retire in this area following his final 
tour in Norfolk. During his  Navy career, he  participated 

in Nuclear Power Operations on submarines. He 
was raised in the Catholic faith, but along with 
Lynn, who was a long time Lutheran, found that 
Hickory Neck had the answers to their search for a 
church home and family. Larry has now finished 
his second year in the Education for Ministry pro-
gram which requires a large bloc of weekly time to 
devote to Bible and theology study as well as per-
sonal development. It is a four year commitment. 
In addition, Larry serves on the Cemetery Commit-
tee to make decisions about current and future bur-
ial sites on the church campus. Larry commutes to 
Richmond daily where he works for the Dupont 
Corporation as he has for more than 10 years. 
Larry has three grown children and three grand-
children. 
 
In 2004, Lynn retired from the United States Postal 
System as well as the Army Reserve. The Army 
sent her on several trips to England and Japan, but 
her favorite country became Iceland when she 
found it to be not only scenic, but very clean and 
with a population that speaks English well. She 
hopes to introduce Larry to its wonders someday, 
as they both enjoy travel. Lynn has always set lofty 
goals for herself. Even with her busy post office 
work schedule and weekend requirements with the 
Army Reserve, she received her college degree 
from St. Leo’s college at Fort Eustis, fulfilled her 
dream of becoming an airplane pilot, and, inspired 
by her mother who loves crafts, pursued a very 
special type of art–carving and painting on gourds.  
Currently she takes art lessons in Norge but she 
taught herself the basic techniques. She is always 
invited to display her work at the Greater Lanexa 
Studio Tour and Art in the Square in Williamsburg 
as well as other local art shows. Lynn has two 
grown children who live in this area. 
 
Larry and Lynn met each other over the postal 
counter  in  Lanexa  where  Larry was Lynn’s  cus-   

 
Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 

 

�

                 Spotlight on Lynn and Larry Kelley 
                                   
                                           Carol Goff 
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�tomer. Father Michael married them five years ago 
and they have become involved in the life of Hick-
ory Neck with great enthusiasm. 
 
For the past three years, Lynn has served on the 
Parish Life Committee, headed by Lynn Geddy, to 
accomplish all the behind-the-scenes work of pre-
paring and cleaning up after the numerous and 
large social events that have occurred over that 
time. Larry often assists Lynn as they work to-
gether on the Costco shopping, setup operations, 
and cleanup chores to accommodate the ever grow-
ing participation. 
 
Lynn also devotes her time to knitting for the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry and she keeps that group’s 
records of who receives them up to date. Nearly 
every Monday morning, you can find Lynn com-
pleting the weekly teller duties for correct distribu-
tion of Sunday offertory gifts into Hickory Neck 
accounts. She and Gay Forloine have worked out 
an efficient system and can complete the paper-
work and accounting tasks in about an hour, but it 
is a weekly requirement to keep the church’s finan-
cial records accurate. 
 
Well, now you know the correct answers.  A bit 
surprised by some of them? 
 
Lynn and Larry, we recognize your work and devo-
tion to Hickory Neck. In an active and every grow-
ing church such as ours, we appreciate your contri-
butions to its ongoing programs.  Many thanks. 

much more.  
 
On August 10th, The Reverend Lauren Stanley, sole 
Episcopal missionary to the Episcopal Church of the 
Sudan, will be with us again, preaching at all three 
Eucharist, and providing an informational presentation 
at 10:15 a.m.  Lauren will be returning to the Sudan for 
at least three months in the very near future, after a 
lengthy stay here in the United States. Come help wel-
come her back to Hickory Neck, as we pray for a safe 
return to Sudan for her next ministry adventure.  

 
An Awesome August Every    

Sunday at 10:15 
 

The Very Reverend Michael L Delk 

This August, we have something super special for 
you every single Sunday.  On August 3rd, we cele-
brate The Blessing of the Clowns at our 9:00 a.m. 
Eucharist, with a reception to follow.  The clowns 
will perform a skit as a response to the Gospel 
reading, in lieu of a sermon.  Many clowns will be 
in full costume, a delight for most kids, young and 
old. Hickory Neck has blessed clowns for several 
years now, in recognition of their ministry of 
laughter  to   churches,   children’s   hospitals,   and 
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August Celebrations 

�
Birthdays�

  1   -   Bev Kemp 
  1   -   Wade Wirt 
  1   -   Emily Wirt 
  2   -   Kris Arcement 
  2   -   Ervin Best 
  2   -   Gay Forloine 
  3   -   Ann Dickey 
  7   -   Jeff Seiler 
  8   -   Bunky Garfield 
  8   -   Peter Haines 
10   -   Martha Millhouse 
11  -   Norman Forde 
12  -   Susan Banks 
13  -   Brett Miller 
13  -   Lisa Small 
14  -   Andrew Small  
15  -   Laurie Brown 

 
Anniversaries 

   1   -   Ethel & George Margroum 
   4   -   Carol & David Goff 
   5   -   Denise & James Deal    
   6   -   Carol & Rin Fraize 
   6   -   Claudia & Rich Lawson 
   7   -   Janet & Ken Parsons 
   8   -   Paula & Dave Simmons 
 23   -   Janet & Donald McConaughy  
 23   -   Pam & Kevin Maddox-Jefferson   
 25   -   Shirely & Norman Forde 
 25   -   Betty & Hoover Lide 
 25   -   Jennie & John McCray   

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are  not 
listed above, please  send the appropriate information to  nan-
steve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.    �

On August 17th, at 10:15 a.m., in the Historic 
Chapel, join us for a unique event.  A single shot at 
the shortest book in the entire Bible, Paul’s Letter 
to Philemon – only a single chapter long.  Such a 
small morsel may sound not worth your while, but 
this short epistle is packed with meaning.  And 
don’t miss the Instructed Eucharist at 9:00 a.m. and 
11:15 a.m.  We’ve done these before, but a little 
brush-up doesn’t hurt.  We’ll pause briefly during 
particular points in each liturgy, to emphasize why 
we do what we do during worship. 
 
August 24th, we will welcome into our midst repre-
sentatives of the Gideon’s.  You probably know 
them best as the folks who place Bibles in hotel and 
hospital rooms, but they exercise an extensive 
global ministry.  To date, the Gideon’s have placed 
over 1.4 billion Bibles – that’s billion with a “B” – 
spread over hundreds of countries, Bibles written in 
the native languages of people who need the word 
of God just as much as we do.  At every Eucharist, 
a member of Gideon’s will make a brief presenta-
tion, and during the 10:15 a.m. Adult Forum in the 
Historic Chapel, they will provide a complete expo-
sition of the wonderful work they do around the 
world. 
 
August 31st, which falls on Labor Day Weekend, 
we’ve set aside for the simple pleasures of fellow-
ship, as we enjoy a leisurely coffee hour in the Nar-
thex of the New Chapel at 10:15 a.m.  I hope you 
can join us for all of these Sunday’s in August. 
Each promises to be inspiring and enjoyable. 

15  -   Ben Lensenmayer 
16  -   Sam Lensenmayer 
17  -   Tanya White 
20  -   Ann Sloan 
20   -    Amanda Meszaros 
22   -    Ray Kindley 
24  -   Ann Burkett 
25  -   Martha McCartney 
25   -    Kyle Luksovsky 
25  -   Steve Snyder 
26  -   Kathy Balentine 
28    -   Allison Bailes 
28  -   Ann Bartholomay 
29  -   Wilson Simmons 
30  -   Janet Parsons 
30   -    Jodi Paul    

�
�

Nugget Notes 

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to partici-
pate in everything freely, member or non-member. 
However, if you would like to become an official 
member of Hickory Neck, we want to make that 
happen for you. Simply call our office, 566-0276, 
or speak to Father Michael or Pastor Lauren. There 
are several ways to join. If you have not yet been 
baptized, we would be overjoyed to speak with you 
about receiving  the  Sacrament of Baptism.  If  you 

(continued on page 9)  
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                             (as of 6/30/2008) 

YTD Budget Income                    $ 186,040.50   
   YTD Actual Income        $ 190,469.11  
   YTD Budget Expenses       $ 180,553,31  
   YTD Actual Expenses      $ 172,485.13  
   Loan Balances  (as of 7/1/2008)      $ 554,560.00  
 
Fred Boelt writes that for the month of June and year 
to date, we continue to operate in the black.  Thank 
you for your continuing diligence in keeping your 
pledges and offerings current and in some cases, add-
ing a bit more to your checks. A pleasant surprise has 
been the number of parishioners who have tithed 
their economic stimulus checks to be used for debt 
reduction on the Wilkinson Center. We will be able 
to make a significant payment toward the principal in 
late July. Please continue to keep your pledges cur-
rent for that is how we are able to provide for sala-
ries, programs and property upkeep in a responsible 
manner. Thank you for helping to keep Hickory 
Neck’s light shining on the hill! 
 

By the mid-eighteenth 
century, the religious 
revival known as the 
“Great Awakening” had 
permeated rural Vir-
ginia.  Evangelists or 
“New Light” preachers 
called upon their fol-
lowers to renounce 
dancing, horseracing, 
and card-playing (which 
they deemed sinful) in 
favor of prayer and re-

pentance.  At emotionally-charged revival meetings, 
they threatened the unrepentant with hellfire and eter-
nal damnation.  During the 1760s, 70, and 80s, the 
Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians attracted a 
large and loyal following. These religious stirrings 
brought about a revolution in Southern religious life 
that coincided with the erosion of interest in the An-
glican Church. The “Great Awakening” invigorated 
those eager to Christianize slaves and piqued interest 
on the part of the enslaved.  This made many white 
Virginian slaveholders nervous. 
 
In 1739 George Whitfield, a Methodist missionary, 
visited Williamsburg and preached to a large crowd at 
Bruton Parish Church.  The governor received him 
cordially, probably because Methodism was an off-
shoot of the Anglican Church.  Although Whitfield 
made several return visits, a Methodist Society was 
not established in the area until 1772, when Robert 
Williams, a circuit-riding lay preacher, began carry-
ing his message to scattered groups of Methodists 
between Richmond and Old Point Comfort. 
 
Joshua Morris, who lived in James City Parish, Blis-
land Parish’s neighbor, ran afoul of the law in 1745 
when he permitted the Reverend John Roan, a Pres-
byterian minister, to preach in his home.  Roan railed 
against the State Church and made stinging accusa-
tions against its clergy.  His scathing, imprudent re-
marks led to his being charged with proselytizing and 
blasphemy.  Only his hasty departure for Pennsyl-
vania spared him  from standing  trial.  Baptist  minis- 

�

The “Great Awakening” 
 

Martha W. McCartney 

ters also spread their message in James City County. 
During 1773 the Reverend Jeremiah Walker, a Bap-
tist preacher, conducted local worship services, as 
did Elders Elijah Baker and Joseph Anthony, who 
founded the James City Baptist Church, forerunner 
of Smith Memorial at Lightfoot.  
 
During the early nineteenth century, a large Baptist 
revival was held at Hickory Neck Academy.  In at-
tendance was the Reverend Scervant Jones, pastor of 
a large Baptist congregation in Williamsburg. The 
Reverend Littleberry Allen, a guest speaker, deliv-
ered a powerful sermon that was particularly critical 
of “backsliders.” He tried to arouse the crowd by 
shouting what sort of punishment was good enough 
for “backsliders?” To his chagrin, the Reverend Mr. 
Jones rose solemnly and with a straight face said, 
“They ought to be hung with a p’ison vine,” that is, 
strung up with poison ivy.  His wisecrack prompted 
the crowd to laugh whereupon Mr. Allen solemnly 
remarked, “Brother Jones, you have ruined the effect 
of my sermon.” 
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discuss the possibility of a Hickory Neck pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land or the Passion Play or Canterbury or 
Taize or Iona.  There are many possibilities.  Come and 
explore!  If you can’t attend the meeting but are still 
interested, please call Pastor Lauren at the church or 
email her at lmcdonald@hickoryneck.org. 
�You may have noticed lately an unfamiliar rumble 

coming from behind the altar.  It’s our recently in-
stalled rank of diapason pipes.  Last year, we asked 
for help to repair our historic instrument.  Ed God-
shall did some research and discovered that the 
original organ had a rank of pipes that had long 
since been lost, as the organ moved around the 
country.  The response to our appeal for funds to 
repair the organ was so generous, that we were able 
to have a new rank made to replace the one that had 
been lost, and after many months of waiting, the 
organ is now complete – rebuilt to the original 
specifications. 
 
The benefit of this new rank of pipes is that it pro-
vides a deeper, fuller sound, especially in the lower 
register.  This will help our congregational singing 
and expand the repertoire Ed can choose from 
when he plays organ voluntaries.  We hope that we 
can have a recital or two before the year is out, to 
show how the finished instrument sounds when we, 
quite literally, are able to pull out all the stops.  
Thanks to everyone who made this possible, and 
please flock to our first official organ recital once 
we select a date. 

 
That Strange Sound 

 
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

 
Hickory Neck Pilgrimage 

 
The Reverend Lauren McDonald 

Christians through the ages have gone on pilgrim-
age to strengthen their spiritual lives, to visit the 
sacred places, and to deepen their relationship with 
God. Pilgrims travel on an inner journey connected 
with the external places they visit. Frequently peo-
ple feel called to go on a pilgrimage and end up 
being transformed by the experience. If you’ve felt 
a call to go on pilgrimage or feel a longing to visit 
some of the sacred places of our faith, or if you’re 
curious about what pilgrimages are and want to 
hear more about them, please join us for a meeting 
at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 2nd so  we  can 

 
The Worst Church You Never  

Went To 
 

The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

Beginning August 4th 
and running through 
early December, we will 
be taking a good look at 
one of the most provoca-
tive letters St. Paul ever 
wrote.  Plain-spoken yet 
clever, Paul’s First Let-
ter to the Corinthians 
exposes a Christian com-
munity in serious trou-
ble, arguing over almost 
everything: sexual mo-
res, the role of women in 
the Church, the status of 
people with peculiar 
gifts, and the proper way 

to conduct worship – basically, all the things that 
churches STILL occasionally argue about now, 2,000 
years later. 
 
Like most of Paul’s letters, his missive to the Church in 
Corinth addressed their problems with a sternness tem-
pered by loving sensitivity to their struggles.  Much of 
what Paul wrote has direct application to our lives to-
day, individually and as members of Hickory Neck. 
 
We will tackle, on average, one chapter a week.  Prepa-
ration is easy, though not required.  It takes about 5 to 
10 minutes to read one chapter of I Corinthians, less 
time than we wait in the average grocery line.  A small 
presentation will be followed by group discussion, after 
which we separate into smaller groups for Life Impact 
questions that help bring the reading closer to home.  
We will meet every Monday night, at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Narthex of the New Chapel.  The gathering begins and 
ends with prayer, and is facilitated by yours truly. 
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beginning in August. A member of the cemetery com-
mittee will be happy to make an appointment to discuss 
your specific needs. We prefer not to make appoint-
ments for Sunday mornings. The Committee is com-
prised of Fred Boelt, Bert Geddy, and Larry Kelley . 
 
Ah, the lazy days of summer are here, yet we still long 
for fellowship and inspiration. Let’s gather Wednes-
days in August from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Wil-
kinson Center for a refreshing look at amazing mira-
cles: Jesus’ healing ministries. No homework! Flip 
flops encouraged. Ice cream guaranteed. The gatherings 
will be facilitated by Laurie Brown.  
 
Vacation Bible School needs the following new or used 
(but clean) items. Please put your donations in the col-
lection box with the Vacation Bible School tree logo in 
the Narthex of the New Chapel: frozen juice can lids, 
metal jar lids, mandarin orange cans, plastic water bot-
tles, nature magazines, nature catalogs, spools of rib-
bon, shells, dry rice, sequins,  yogurt cups,  index cards,  

(continued on page 10, bottom of column 1) 

Nugget Notes 
(continued from page 5) 

 
are already baptized, we can transfer you in as a 
baptized member, and if your letter of membership 
resides in another congregation, we can write them 
and affect the transfer. Official membership entitles 
a person to vote and stand as a candidate in parish 
elections, but making the commitment of member-
ship is also a good way to affirm your commitment 
to the mission of Jesus Christ in this place. 
 
The Hickory Neck Cemetery Committee has been 
working on revising the rules and platting out the 
new portion of the cemetery area in front of the new 
chapel. Burial rights will be offered for casket buri-
als and for cremains to be interred in individual 
plots. The use of the Memorial Garden will con-
tinue. The older part of the cemetery is now sold 
out, though thankfully not full. Copies of the new 
rules with prices will be available in the Wilkinson 
Center on the credenza by the administrative  office 

                      
                                   Help Wanted  
 
                              Jim Izzo 
 

 
Thank you to all of the volunteers working hard to prepare for the Eighth Annual Hickory Neck Fall Festival 
that will take place on Saturday, October 4th from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Anyone who would like to help in 
a specific area can contact the appropriate committee chair as shown below (phone numbers and email are in 
the Church Directory) or contact Mark Kintner, Festival Chair, at 757-741-2051 or email him at 
mak1915@cox.net to let him know where you would like to donate your time. 

 
The list of committees and chairpersons for the Fall Festival is as follows:  

 
                         Committee     Chair / Co-Chair 

   Amazin Grazin” Bake Sale & Future Delighte  Paula Simmons / Ann Bartholomay 
   Arts & Crafts      Bill Teale / Judy Kintner 
   Attic Treasures     Mary Jo Smith & Jennie McCray / Co-Chair needed 
   Communications     Jim & Joanne Izzo / Co-Chair needed 
   Facilities      Bill Teale 
   Finances      Fred Boelt 
   Food Preparation & Sales    Paul Casanave / Co-Chair needed 
   Historic Chapel Tours     Martha McCartney / Co-Chair needed 
   Kids’ Events      Kathryn Bridewell / Co-Chair needed 
   Music       Bill Small / Co-Chair needed 
   Silent Auction     Chuck Jundt / Co-Chair Needed 
   Stew Master / BBQ Master    Bert Geddy & David Ware / Co-Chair needed 
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NUGGETS STAFF  

   Editor: Nancy Snyder 
   Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney  
   Spotlight Reporters: Carol Goff & Jim Izzo 
   Production: Steve Snyder 
 
   September Deadline - August 15th  
 
   E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at  
      nansteve13@cox.net 

Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church 
8300 Richmond Road 
Toano, VA 23168 
 
Tel (757) 566-0276           Fax (757) 566-0081    
 

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

tiny golf pencils and tiny decorations. 
 
Children (ages three years old – rising 5th graders)  
should bring their parents to the Wilkinson Center on 
Sunday, September 7th after the 9:00 a.m. service.  
Parents and children will participate together in a class 
for the first Sunday of Sunday School.  Parents will 
see first-hand what we will be doing in our classes this 
year.  You will not want to miss this special time to-
gether. 
 
Families should mark their calendars for a special 
Family Picnic on Sunday, September 21st at 4:30 p.m. 
on the Hickory Neck Church grounds (or inside if it 
rains). This event is for all families with children 
(infants - 5th graders).  There will be games, fun, fel-
lowship, and food for the entire family.  Watch and 
listen for more details. 
� 
During the summer, when the choirs are taking a 
break, we try to include special requests for favorite 
hymns. Sign up in the Narthex to let us include your 
favorites. 
 
Information about the five candidates on the slate for 
election as Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Virginia 
can be found on our diocesan web site, 
www.diosova.org.�

 

A Best Book to 
Browse or Buy 

 
The Very Reverend 

Michael L. Delk 

The Genesee Diary, by Henri J. M. Nouwen 
 
Written by a brilliant Roman Catholic priest driven 
to succeed, yet who found little satisfaction in the 
petty intrigues of academic politics and the excite-
ment of an overstuffed calendar, Henri Nouwen 
took several months off to immerse himself in the 
cloistered life of a Trappist monastery in rural New 
York.  
 
While there, he kept a journal, which he later shared 
with some friends, who encouraged him to publish 
extracts. The result is The Genesee Diary, a delight-
ful account of one man’s journey into solitude, its 
challenges and rewards. Though an edited selection  
of the original diary, this version is honest and reve-
latory, sharing even the most unsavory feelings 
Nouwen harbored. 
 
Best of all are the little flickers of awareness Nou-
wen receives, which reinforced in this reader the 
notion, “Such a thing could happen to me, too.”  It 
gives hope when someone like Nouwen, so scrupu-
lously educated and introspective, yields higher in-
sights from the practice of meditation, even on the 
same day as he childishly complains about the silli-
est of inconveniences.  Well-written, provocative, 
and uplifting: buy, read, share. 

dowel rods, greeting cards, small paint brushes, 
thimbles, pony beads, twine, felt, oatmeal contain-
ers, tiny items to fit inside a bottle top – tiny but-
tons, tiny screws or bulbs,  tiny toys, colored paper, 


