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The 76" General Convention -From The Heart
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk

The Top Ten Things That Made Me Say
“Wow!” at The General Convention:

10. The weather in Southern Californialhe
temperature varied, if you want to call it
that, from 82 to 68, and over the course
of two full weeks, precisely ZERO drops
of rain fell. Mosquitoes, too, were non-
existent, as was humidity, and a gentle
breeze blew almost constantly. I'm con-
vinced that California has gone bankrupt
because they have
Plexiglas dome ove
their entire enormou

state, and keep tt
place climate
controlled.

9. The civility of strang
ers Despite  the
heated controversi
topics we were dis
cussing, the tone «
conversation on t
floor of the House
with a few minor e
ceptions — was respectful yet forthright.
| give credit to the Holy Spirit and the
President of the House of Deputies, who
runs a tight ship.

8. The mind-numbingly massive quantity of
legislation The General Convention has
met every three years since 1785, and
this edition saw more than 400 resolu-
tions, a new record. Three-quarters of

7.The sacrifice The average American gefs

] _ entire Convention.) After
B = L =i A committee hearings, a twok
X hour legislative session

6. The singing Most afternoons, we would

those made it to the House floor. |it
all happened in 10 legislative days. Cop-
gress could learn a lesson from the Epjs-
copal Church on treating matters wigh
reflective dispatch.

two weeks of vacation each year. Every
diocese is represented by four lay degu-
ties. There are 110 dioceses. THat
means that, presuming a lay deputyl]is
non-retired, employed, ang
receives the average
amount of vacation, they
sacrifice it all to attend The
General Convention, whick
is no vacation. Most day
start at 7 a.m. or 7:30 a.m|,
with committee hearings
(Our deputation decided t
caucus each morning gt
6:30 a.m., the first ang
most painful vote | lost the

followed by Eucharist, followed by
lunch, with a four-hour legislative seg
sion from 2 p.m. until 6 p.m., then
myriad of optional activities each evg
ning, including most nights, more con
mittee hearings. Some deputatiops
ended their day with a caucus aroupd
9:30 p.m. or 10:00 p.m.
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take a break midway through our marathon
session and rise to sing a hymn. With all the

clergy and lay deputies, their alternates, the 3.

press and those in the visitor’'s gallery, it was
easily over 1,000 people. We sang the old
chestnuts of our faith, like “The Church’s One
Foundation,” and we sang in the most beauti-
ful harmony,a capella It was a blessing I'll
never forgot, to pause for a few moments in
the midst of tense debates and complex parlia-
mentary procedure and praise our glorious
God in song.

5. The courage On surveys and in psychological
studies, results consistently show that the two
chief fears human beings face are death and
public speaking. Imagine then, the gumption
it must take for someone to rise on the floor of
the House of Deputies, surrounded by several
hundred people, almost all of whom they do
not know, many of whom will vociferously
disagree with them, and give a speech or make
a motion, while having your face projected on
two enormous screens for all to see. | ad-
dressed the House twice. My hands were
sweating like twin lawn sprinklers both times,
and | speak to large crowds on a weekly basis.
To see people young and old, from each quar-
ter of our country and beyond, rise to give wit-
ness on the floor of the House, | honor with
awe each and every one, even those | dis-
agreed with most.

4. The simple beauty of democracy in action
Unlike most other denominations and most
other Provinces of the Anglican Communion,
The Episcopal Church governs itself in a highly
democratic fashion. Members of individual
congregations elect delegates to Diocesan
Council, the Council elects deputies for The
General Convention, and once that latter group
gathers, everybody gets one vote, whether he or
she is a bishop, a lay person, a priest or deacon.
Everyone gets to speak. If you think the House
of Bishops has sent the House of Deputies a
flawed piece of legislation, or a resolution
that’s just plain wrong, you can stand up and
say so, without fear of retribution (unless, per-
haps, you are shooting dowyour bishop’s
bill). In most other religious organizations, lay
persons have little say in the higher counsels of
the Church. Feel proud of the witness to Godly

democracy our body makes to the broader world.

The fun This was the big surprise for me. | di
not expect Convention to be much fun, but it w
| saw people there from my previous dioces
Lexington and Atlanta, | hadn’t seen in seve
years. | ran into friends from seminary that
hadn’t seen since 1997. | met Ann and Colen
Ragsdale’s daughter, who was recently elected
Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School in Can
bridge, Massachusetts. (Sorry, but | promised

I'd embarrass the proud parents just a littld
Southern Virginia had a couple of dozen peoj
there, and we enjoyed each other's company

mensely. | also had fun learning more about n
self. Introspection comes more easily for me
the heat and light of a crucible. At the danger
mixing my metaphors, Convention forced me

exercise muscles that aren’'t needed elsewh

leaving me with the sudden realization of “Wow!

| didn’t know | could do that, but I just did.”

The faithfulness As you probably know, four|
dioceses have withdrawn from The Episcof
Church over our recent controversies: Fq
Worth, Quincy, Pittsburgh, and San Joaqu
However, what you may not know is that i
each of those places, there was a remnant, sg
times as many as a third of the people w

did not want to leave The Episcopal Church.

They have formed what we call “continuin
churches,” and have in each case reestablis|
themselves as functional dioceses. These
people who love Jesus Christ and who do not
ways agree with the actions of our Church,
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they have chosen to remain faithful, despite the

fact that they have been literally locked out @& t
church homes that many of them were baptiz
confirmed, or married in. Each of those contin
ing dioceses was represented by a deputation,

1
pd,
J_
and

the House of Deputies gave them a long standjng

ovation after passing a resolution praising th
strength and persistence. Tears were runn
down my cheeks (and | was not the only one),
those people were embraced by the applause
thousand pairs of hands. It was one of the m
powerful moments of the entire Conventid
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pf a
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for me, because it exhibited much of what makes

our part of Christ's Body great: the love that 8
lows us to stay together, even when we can
agree on a way forward; the love that earri

-
not

(continued on page 5)




Spotlight on Norm and Kay Cooper
Jim lzz

—*

Outreach Committee of Hickory Neck Church;
will also explore the possibility of domestic mig
sion trips in the future.

The Coopers moved to Williamsburg in the fall ¢f
2007, when they began attending Hickory Nefk
Church. They both worked at the Fall Festival |n
2008 and attended Michael Daize’s courseToe
History of Christianitylast fall. Norm is an ushel
and Kay is a chalicer at Sunday services. Norm gnd
Kay met over 40 years ago “on a blind date that
worked.” They will celebrate their 8%nniversary
later this year.

Kay grew up in Arlington, Virginia, and attendefl
Coker College in South Carolina majoring in Eng-
lish, which she taught as a second language in Ko-
rea, while Norm was stationed there for two ye
Before marriage she worked for the National As

The words of Margaret Mead can be applied to séveraciation of Securities Dealers. She has been altrgve
of the groups of parishioners which make Hickorgchle —agent since 1987.
Episcopal Church what it is. Norm and Kay Cooper ar . _
trying to put together a new “small group” whichllwi ~ Aftér graduating from The Citadel and Duke La
expand upon the variety of good works already i+ pr School, Norm joined the army. His career took the

gress. They have begun to organize a mission ¢rip t COUPIe to many places, including Frankiurt, Ger-
Honduras in the fall of 2010. many (where their son David was born) and Fert

Polk, Louisiana (where their daughter Katherige

“Its a good experience for anyone who wants to getWas borr_1). David is currently stationed_at Mountgin
outside their life and see another side,” says Néten  Home Air Force Base in Idaho; Katherine works In
and Kay were part of a team that went last yedElto Manassas, Virginia. After retiring from the army i
Hogar de Amor y Esperanza — home of love and hope 1992, Norm worked for the federal government fpr

which educates over 200 abandoned, orphaned pooi€" Years, served as general counsel for paralyped
boys and girls in Honduras. El Hogar Ministries in- VEtS for a year, and was in private practice foo t
cludes a technical institute and agricultural paogfor ~ Years. At their church in Burke, Virginia, the Cog-
older boys:; it also works with Episcopal Relief dbe- pers were mvo!ved in 'several activities, mcluqh g
velopment to bring its agricultural program to lbca SPONSOring a girl now in her last year at a univ
communities. Mission teams live in a dorm-like gt Sity in Honduras as well as a mission trip simi@r
for a week; volunteers pay their own expensespihcl the one they are trying to organize at Hickofy
ing room and board and airfare. Neck.

“Never doubt that a small group of concerned, thuatug
ful citizens can change the world; indeed, it is tnly
thing that ever has.”

As Pastor Lauren noted in the July Nuggets, such a!t'S a“spiritual life-changing experience,” say|
team would be part of the expanding minisfrytiee Norm. “You have to see how kids live in som
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other countries. When you sing and dance with them,Maury’s claim and at their November 1763 meetiLg

you see them changing right before your eyes.” instructed a jury to determine the amount of darsape
he should be awarded. The attorney defending Hgno-
Anyone interested in being part of the Mission Team ver’s tax officials retired from the case. His eq®-
can contact the Coopers (757) 345-2629 or Pastoment, Patrick Henry, reopened the argument and|as-
Lauren (757) 566-0276. serted that the clergy were greedy and that thg, k|n
by disallowing an act of the governor and legisiatu
had forfeited all right of obedience. Thanks fo
Henry’s oratorical skills and powers of persuasign,
the jury, which Anglican clergy later claimed i
cluded several “New Lights” or dissenters, handhed |
Reverend Maury a stinging rebuke by awarding Him
only one penny in damages. The outcome of what
A trial held in the Hano- became known as The Parson’s Cause assured Patrick
ver Courthouse in 1762- Henry's success as a lawyer, launched his carear [as
1763, at which a young Statesman, and made news in other American cplo-
lawyer named Patrick Nies. If the Reverend Chicheley Thatcher of Blidlan
Henry distinguished him-  Parish, or his replacement, the Reverend Price Da-
self as a brilliant orator, Vies, felt cheated and voiced their objectionshe
became known as The Vestry, the parish clerk made no note of it.

Parson’'s Cause. It at-

The Parson’s Cause
Martha W. McCartney

OUR tracted widespread atten-
CHURCH |l tion, underscoring the  Children’s and Youth Ministry
HISTORY emerging differences be-

tween the colonies and the Paula Simmons
Mother Country.

In the July edition of th&luggets the following were
In 1758 Virginia sustained a prolonged drought that inadvertently omitted from the Children’s and YoutH
stunted the tobacco crop. This shortage, which fol Ministry report.
lowed three abundant harvests, caused the price oSunday School Children
tobacco to soar. Virginia colonists, who traditityja Sam Lensenmeyer
had had the option of paying their taxes in tobamco Meal Providers for Youth Group
currency, prevailed upon the House of Burgesses to Tina Sinclair
pass a law that fixed the value of tobacco at two Pam Stromberg
pence a pound and specified that all taxesding
parish leviep must be paid in currency. The Two On Sunday, August #3the Youth Group will begin
Penny Act angered Virginia clergy whose annual sal-a new year of fun and fellowship. We meet fron06:p
ary of sixteen thousand pounds of tobacco presente¢hm. to 8:00 p.m. each Sunday night. Dinner is pro
them with a unique opportunity for substantial gain vided. All Middle School and High School youth afe
Consequently, they sent the Reverend John Camm t@uelcome. Come join us for a year of wacky gamgs,
England, to ask the king and the Privy Council to water balloon fights, cornhole competitions, bazsir
intervene. They did, and in August 1759 the Two delicious food, occasional trips to play Laser T4g,
Penny Act was disallowed. Afterward, several cler- movies, bowling, and surprises we haven't eyen
gymen initiated suits in county courts, seekinget®o  thought of yet! In addition to our activities and
cover what they considered their just compensation. meals, we also worship together in the Histofic

Chapel, singing and praying in a relaxed atmosphdre
In April 1762 the Reverend James Maury brought Friends are welcome. Please contact Father Michael
suit against Hanover County’s tax collectors, dsser or Pastor Lauren for more details.
ing that on account of the Two Penny Act, he
had received only a fraction of what he was due.Sunday School will soon start and families sholld
The county’s justices, after due deliberatiopheld  note some important dateSunday School registra-




tion will be Sunday, August B0upstairs in the

Wilkinson Center after the 9:00 a.m. service. Par- August Celebrations
ents and children are invited to visit the classmso

and meet the 2009-2010 teachers. A short registra-

tion form should be completed for each child that

day; forms will be available in the classrooms and

on the Hickory Neck Church website.

Classes will then begin on Sunday, Septemb8r 13
The Christian Formation Committee and the Sun-
day School teachers are looking forward to a great
year. Attendance was on the rise this past year,
and more growth is anticipated. Children, ages 3
through 29 grade will use the Godly Play curricu-

lum. Third, fourth, and fifth graders will use the Birthdays
Episcopal Children’s Curriculum. Music will be a .
bigger part of all the classes, as Terri Lensenmaye + -~ BevKemp 17 - Tanya White
leads the classes in song this year. May we all he 2 - Chris Arcement 20 - Amanda Meszaros
"a joyful noise unto the Lord" from the second floo 2 - Gay Forloine 20 - Ann Sloan
of the Wilkinson Center on Sunday mornings. 3 - Ann Dickey 21 - Alastair Smith
7 - George Loving 22 - Ray Kindley
. 7 - Jeff Seiler 24 - Ann Burkett
The 76th Genera.l Convention -From the Heart 7 - Claire Sink 25 - Kyle Luksovsky
(continued from page 2) 8 - Bunky Garfield 25 - Martha McCartney
through, even when the road is hard. 8 - Peter Haines 25 - Steve Snyder
10 - Martha Millhouse 26 - Kathy Balentine
1. The Three TenorOK, so we weren't visited 12 - Susan Banks 28 - Alison Bailes
by the famous trio, which would have been 13 - Brette Miller 28 - Ann Bartholomay
difficult anyway now that one of them is dead. 13 - Andrew Small 28 - Wilson Simmons
However, during one of our legislative ses- 13 - Lisa Small 30 - Virginia Hagan
sions, we paused to welcome the ecumenical 15 - Laurie Brown 30 - Janet Parsons

and inter-religious visitors who came from 16 - BenLensenmeyer30 - Jodi Paul
scores of Christian denominations and other 16 - Sam Lensenmeyer

world religions to observe our proceedings.

After a brief introduction and presentation, a Anniversaries

Jewish cantor, an Islamic muezzin, and an
Episcopal priest, gathered before the micro-
phone to offer us a blessing. First, the Jewish
cantor, resonant with the mysterious tones of
Hebrew set in a sinuous melody, followed by - Carol & Rin Fraize
the Islamic muezzin, with the lingering long - Janet & Ken Parsons

2 - Ethel & George Margroum
4
5
6
7
tones, followed by an Arabic descent that re- 8 - Paula & David Simmons
18
23
23

- Carol & David Goff
- Denise & James Deal

minded me of how an autumn leaf falls on a - Lisa & Dan Swaney

windy day, and finally the Episcopal priest - Pam & Kevin Maddox-Jefferson
offered the Aaronic blessing in English. Then, - Janet & Donald McConaughy

they stood together and simultaneously sang, 23 - Claire Sink & Bruce Hill
each in their own language and with their own 25 - Betty & Hoover Lide
tune. It was a vision of God’'s desire for us, 25 - Jennie & John McCray

that we may be one as Jesus and the Father are

One. The goose bumps all over my body If your birthday or anniversary is this month anduyare
stayed there for a long time. not listed above, please send the appropriatermation to

nanstevel3@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.




The 76" General Convention -From the Head
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk

| cannot possibly cover everything we decided dur- Ecumenical Relations
ing those two weeks in Anaheim, but here | offer a Over a decade ago, we entered into a relationshig o
summary of some of the most important legislation full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Churgh
passed. If you'd like to read more, go to of America. Full communion is about as close ag tyv
www.gc2009.organd click on Legislation near the denominations can get without merging. Our clerfy
bottom of the page. are interchangeable, and we share a number of other
resources as well.

Denominational Health Care System

Starting in 2011, health and hospital insurance cov At this General Convention, we voted to enter ifiuid
erage for lay and clergy employees of The Episco-communion with the Moravian Church, which gatheys
pal Church working 1,500 or more hours each yearnext summer to consider the same question. Tleeteff
will be negotiated by the Church Pension Group would be much the same: veritable union, but withqu
[CPG], substantially lowering costs by providing a the clumsy institutional process of actual mergérfe
larger pool while enhancing the quality of cover- enter into these agreements in pursuit of the niSie
age. CPG estimates that savings in Southern Vir-sus shared with his disciples in the Gospel of blah
ginia will be 10.4% on the projected cost of dioce- we would all be one as he and the Father are One.
san negotiated policies in 2011. The

bottom line for Hickory Neck is ap- Progress was also made in Eucharisfic
proximately $4,000 in savings, sharing agreements with the United

while providing our staff equal or Methodist Church and the Presbyteridn
better coverage with fewer out-of- Church, USA.

pocket expenses. This plan, com-

missioned by the "5General Con- Worship Supplements

vention, passed overwhelming in Though there is still no word about

both houses. Church employees when a new Book of Common Praydgr

may keep current plans under might be produced (it's a ten-year mini

spouses and through the military, if mum process, so that means no time
they so desire, but individual con- soon), the Standing Commission oh
gregations will no longer be allowed Prayer Book and Liturgy continues tg

to self-insure. produce a wealth of ancillary resourcds

for daily, weekly, and occasional worship.
Mandatory Pension Benefits for Lay Employees
Up until now, individual congregations have had a Among the real gems approved by The General Cpn-
choice about whether or not to provide pensionvention is a volume entitletioly Women, Holy Men
benefits to lay employees, while such benefits wereSomewhat likeThe Book of Lesser Feasts and Fas]s
canonically mandatory for clergy. The"7&en- which informs us on how best to celebrate certgin
eral Convention, however, has addressed this inesaints’ days, this new resource broadens the sobpg
quality by mandating congregations to offer pen- those included, so that more contemporary peoplelin
sion benefits through the Church Pension Fund orvolved in a variety of ministry venues beyond the i
an equivalent saving instruments to all employeesmediate aegis of the Church itself can be includéd.
working 1,000 or more hours each year, at a rate ofThese luminaries can serve as more accessible sngdel
up to 9% base salary. Since Hickory Neck alreadyfor the spiritual life, providing encouragement and
complies with this resolution, we will not see any guidance as we strive to proclaim the Gospel indwg@r
increase in expenditures on account of this deci-and deed each day of our lives.
sion, and we can rejoice that we have been fair
enough to comply in advance of this mandate. We also received some experimental rites feg in




particularly sensitive circumstances, such as figr t congregations able to welcome predominantly Span-
loss of a child. These resources look very pramgisi ish-speaking people, who often comprise the mst
and have been badly needed. vulnerable in our society.

Funding for Foreign Missionaries Overhead costs were cut significantly by reduchmy
The General Convention increased funding to foreignnumber of face-to-face meetings each Commissfon,
missionaries by 22%, providing them with better sti Committee, Agency, and Board [CCAB’'s] of THe
pends, medical care, and pension benefits. AnotheEpiscopal Church will hold over the next three gegr
resolution calls for all Episcopalians to contrign@®0 opting instead for less expensive telephonic mdet-
cents to provide funds to double the number of for-ings, preferably through the Internet where rates
eign missionaries in service over the next thremg/e  cheapest and webcams can better simulate facg-to-
Ben and Emma have already agreed to give 80 centface gatherings. A number of other efficiencief Wi
so that, instead of 75 people like Lauren Stankey d be introduced over the next three years to shve
ing ministry in parts of the world we’re afraid ¢, money, while serving as better stewards of the-egvi
there will be twice as many three years from now. ronment.
Where’s your 80 cents? Maybe you could try $8 to

cover yourself and nine other forgetful folks, or Human Sexuality
maybe even $80. We will have a way for you to Following a principle called subsidiarity, The Gep-
make your contribution to this worthy effort sooh.  eral Convention decided to allow each local dioc¢se
don’t normally like to nickel-and-dime people to to choose whether or not gay and lesbian people fnay

124

death, but this simple, relatively pain free plaml&fi- be ordained or have their unions blessed. It whs|f

nitely worth it. that we do not currently have consensus on this rpat
ter as a national body, but that certain localities

The Budget for 2009 — 2012 one way or the other, and that the best way to hdno

The Episcopal Church receives approximately 60% ofyoth positions was by deferring to the diocesps,
its revenue from the contributions of local dio®&se \which in our system of governance, are largély
and most of the rest comes from investments. Givin gytonomous, linked in a loose confederation with

from constituent dioceses is down 12%, while invest other dioceses in the United States, Central anthSp
ment income is off about one-third. Not bad, cdnsi  aAmerica, and Western Europe.

ering the state of the economy for the past yeair, b

still bad enough to leave The General Conventiongome people claim that these decisions, affirmed| by
with some difficult decisions to make. over 70% of both the House of Deputies and fhe
House of Bishops, signify a complete schism witn fh
remainder of the Anglican Communion. Thepe
claims are overstated, to say the least. In fihet,
resolutions we passed explicitly emphasized our de-
sire to remain in full communion with our glob
partners in mission. Bishop Hollerith, in a recgnt

communiqué to the clergy of our diocese, shared fha
the sense of the House of Bishops is to continee-¢|

- . n e cising of exceptional discretion on these mattdrs.

by providing basic necessities of life, like potabla- That House consists of the sole persons capablg of

ter, insecticide impregnated mosquito netting to re . L
L : .actually executing the legislatioMow these resolu-
duce the incidence of malaria, proper sewage, medi-

cal treatment, and nutrition. We also matched Ourtlons are interpreted and exercised moving forvwarg

i . our diocese will require more careful conversatibn
commitment to reduce suffering and poverty by allo-
. : : the local level.
cating 0.7% of our budget to a domestic version of
MDG'’s.

While it was painful to authorize a budget that
slashed 40 jobs equal to about 30% of our national
church’s workforce, doing so allowed us to maintain
several vital initiatives and fund new ones thaty
cannot wait. For instance, we increased our commit
ment to the Millennium Development Goals
[MDG’s], from 0.7% to a full 1% of non-canonical
income. MDG's help the least, the last, and thst lo

Whatever might happen to our links with the Angji-

A new $3.5 million strategic initiative to evangsdi ~ ¢a&n Communion, we have begun to see that uhity
Latino-Americans was fully funded. In many states, May be more authentically manifest through logal
including Virginia, the Latino community is the initiatives, rather than through institutional rigeb.
fastest growing minorityand yet we have very few Inaway, this also is an application of thigiple




of subsidiarity. Even if the institutional authtoes for the past few years needed to be reviewed. ugiro
of the Communion cast us out of their formal or- Bible study, prayer, and discussion, the committee
ganization, The Episcopal Church plans to continueflected on what outreach is and how we want to em-
its commitment to missionary activities, particu- body it here at HNC. The committee selected thiee
larly among the poorest and most vulnerable, phrases to sum up outreach: practicing the Gospel,

around the world. building community, and serving neighbors in negd.
After more conversation, we put together a strctdr
Title IV Canon Revision that would enable us to do our work most effecgive

As Presiding Judge of the Ecclesiastical Trial €our The Outreach Committee has adopted the new stauctur
of Southern Virginia, | was very glad to see this for the following year and will revisit it in Jured 2010
major canon revision pass. Title IV deals with the to determine if it continues to serve our needglo®
discipline of clergy, and the version we currently you will find an outline of the new structure.
have resembles a military courts-martial, which
may work well for the armed forces but as a Outreach will now consist of three teams: Mission,
Church, we should be able to exercise proper disci-Money, and Ministry. Of course all three are imaal
pline with greater grace. | won't go into the dista  with ministry, but the 3 M’s help us keep the teams
here, because it's super-complicated, and I'd havestraight.
to go into great detail on both the old and new sys
tems, which are completely different. May it suf- Mission: The Mission Team is a new team for Oyt-
fice for me to say that the new Title IV will stop reach. It will be chaired by Norm Cooper. Itsnpai-
those who cause harm with equal force as the old,jly focus will be to organize mission trips, botbréign
while making the entire process more pastorally and domestic, for HNC. It will also be our liaisaith
sensitive for everyone involved? After all, we're Lauren Stanley and her work in Haiti. The Missign
supposed to be about healing, reconciliation, for- Team is planning its first trip for October of 20t0EI
giveness and protection; not judgment and punish-Hogar in Honduras. If you are interested in beiag p
ment. of the Mission Team or going on the trip to El Hog3
please contact Norm Cooperratrm_cooper@hotmail
If you have questions or concerns about the actionscom
of The General Convention, please call me. |
would be more than happy to speak with you over Money: This team is more officially known as thie H
the phone and/or set up a face-to-face conversatiomancial Grant Team. It is chaired by Bill Tealel as
in your home or my office. If you are especially made up of the Vestry Liaison (Michael Smith), the
upset by some actions of The General Convention,Fall Festival Chair (Mark Kintner), Tom Gee, andyGa
| ask you to avoid using e-mail, which is a splen Forloine. The team will focus on distribution afis,
did container for information but not so greataas especially those generated by the Fall Festivahe 1
conveyor of strong emotions. | believe that, eventeam will hear presentations from and visit withgé
though we may disagree with some decisions (and Igroups who wish to be considered for Fall Festiyal
lost plenty of votes, trust me), we have much to grants. It will work closely with the Hands-On NEn
rejoice over as a local congregation that is part o try Team to identify new organizations to suppast
community larger than just itself, and a community well as overseeing accountability for those weaalye
that strives to be faithful, and quite often sucisee  support. All grant requests should be directedhts
committee prior to October 1.

jSY

i1 Ministry: The Hands-On Ministry Team will be respor
Reorganlzmg Outreach sible for overseeing all hands on ministry at Higko
The Reverend Lauren McDonald Neck. Oversight includes recruiting volunteers tloe

charities we support financially like HELP, Willian

_ . _burg Faith in Action, Angels of Mercy, and Spiritt

For the past six months, the Outreach Committeyorks and organizing our other hands-on ministries
has been in a process of discernment. As Hickory,,ch a5 FISH, From His Hands, Salvation Army Andel
Neck Church (HNC) has grown, so has our capacitynq apple Tree projects, and a possible commurlity
for outreach. The structure that has servedalis parish work day. The team will also identify npro-




jects in need of our time and talent. We are stitk- information, please contact Jan Brown (564-0001).
ing a chairperson for this team. Prospective pisje

should be brought to this team for consideratidih. Plan now and mark your calendars for the weekegd
you are interested in participating in this teateape of September 18-20, for a workshop/retreat on €el
contact Michael Smith or Pastor Lauren or send &pirituality at Bruton Parish. The Friday evenin
email to outreach@hickoryneck.org. and Saturday morning and afternoon sessions will pe

led by the Reverend Marcus Losack, a priest of tlhe
Church of Ireland, who for more than 20 years hgs
led pilgrimages in Ireland, Scotland, and the Hol

Land. He has taught at the former College of Rreag
Nugget Notes ers or Cathedral College in Washington, DC. Cq
author of a book on the Monastic City of Glen

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to partici-dalough in County Wicklow, Ireland, Marcus is cur

pate in everything freely, member or non-membef€ntly working on a book about St. Patrickere-
However, if you would like to become an official ®9iStration will begin in mid-Augusthe fee for the
member of Hickory Neck, we want to make that hap:eSSIons is $15 (in advance). If you are intedgsts
pen for you. Simply call our office, 566-0276, ofPle@se contadtastor Lauren.

speak toFather Michael or Pastor Lauren. There (continued on page 10)
are several ways to join. If you have not yet bleap-
tized, we would be overjoyed to speak with you @bou
receiving the Sacrament of Baptism. If you are al-
ready baptized, we can transfer you in as a baptize
member, and if your letter of membership resides in
another congregation, we can write them and affect
the transfer. Official membership entitles a persmn
vote and stand as a candidate in parish electiorts,

making the commitment of membership is also a (as of 6/30/2009)

9]?3)d Wa)é::]oifflrr?hyoulr commitment to the mission YTD Budget Income $2114.02

of Jesus Christ in this place. VTD Actual Incame 29134 73

It's that ti f th in for all t YTD Budget Expense $216,348.66
s that time of the year once again for all toxe YTD Actual Expense $215.439.41

together and make the grounds at Hickory Neck
Church look vibrant and inviting. On Septembel"19Fred Boelt writes that income and expenses for the
at 8:00 a.mGeorge Margroum, our grounds wizard, month of June were both below budget and as ypu
will be directing this mission. This cleanup day isan see from the numbers above, we remain in the
crucial to preparing the grounds before our FaditiFe black for the first six months of the year. As FreI:
val. George suggests all folks bring gloves and angdicated in our end of May report, we were able
gardening tools they feel comfortable working withmake a $7,500.00 payment toward the principal §f
and he will have the game plan for the day. A sign- our mortgage in June. That payment, in addition o
sheet will be in the Narthex to better enable Gedog our regular monthly payment made on Jdlyhas
formulate his plan. decreased the principal balance to $494,160.70. Pf
this balance, $110,000 is attributable to the lpnd
Each Tuesday at noon, the SpiritWorks Foundatiathase and $384,000 is the outstanding balanceeon gh
holds a Recovery Bible Study. The purpose of theew chapel. With your help, we continue to makg
Recovery Bible Study Group is to provide groumood progress on liquidating this loan! And evep
members an opportunity to explore recovery themdigough everyone is really doing a great job of keep
through the study of biblical text. The Recovely B ing his/her contributions current, Fred says he ldiou)
ble Study Group is open to men and women seekifg remiss not to include our annual plea. Salannes
to break free from “life’s hurts, habits, and hamqgs.” air conditioning continue even when you are on vach
The Group will use stories, character studiespless tion. So, please remember that the light on odr hjl
and daily readings to facilitate their growth. Feore continues to need oil even when you travel!




Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church
8300 Richmond Road
Toano, VA 23168

Tel (757) 566-0276 Fax (757) 566-0081

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, throbigChrist”

Nugget Notes Please call or emaibue Duganif you plan to at-
(continued from page 9) tend (221-7091 osusiecuel052@aobm.

Educ'atlon for M|n|str_y(EFM) Is a spiritually re- With produce coming in from our garden, there is pn
warding and informative program sponsored by Se-

) . . . _interest in canning classes. We're looking for bgth
wanee Theological Seminary in which over a period - .
teachers and students to participate. Finishedugted
of four years, the Old and New Testaments are cov- : ] )
. L could be sold at the Fall Festival, given to clyardr
ered as well as church history from Christ's death , o
. . X used in our homes. If you're interested, pleaseactn
and resurrection right up until the present. We tmee
: > ...~ ~“Tess Schaffnemattschaffner@aol.com
over a period of nine months — roughly coinciding
with the school year. The EFM group is limited in
size to twelve people which keeps the level of shar
ing in His name an intimate experience in a safe en
vironment. Presently, we can take four more people
into our group and so if you would like to learn
more; please contad®hyllis Faas (757-566-3906)
or Rick Garfield (757-566-3538).

Planning has started for our Ninth Annual Fall Fest
val, to be held on Saturday, Septembef.26you
have not yet offered your time and talents please d
so. Your help is needed! Call Mark Kintner at 741-
2051 for more information.

Vacation Bible School is here! During the week of
August 3-7 the church campus will be “under con-
struction” and filled with children and volunteers
each day from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.

The annual Salvation Army Apple Tree Drive is un-
derway. Help a needy child start the school year NUGGETS STAFF
with a smile by purchasing clothing and school .
supplies for him or her. Children’s names and infor E(_:iltor_. Nancy Snyder
mation about needed clothing are still available on Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney
the “apple tree” in the narthex. Donations are re- SPotlight Reporters: Jim Izzo
quested by August ¥5 Call Linda McGee (345- Production: Steve Snyder
5880) orLinda Wever (566-0286) for more details.

September Deadline - August 15
The Singles Foyer group will meet at Baker's Crust,
located between Trader Joe's and BB&T bank in E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at
New Town, on Wednesday, August"& 6:30 p.m. nanstevel3@cox.net




