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High Holy Days at Hickory Neck
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk

Our Christmas worship this year will follow a will continue celebrating Christmas with oyr
fairly familiar pattern. The®Sunday of Ad-  regular 8:00 a.m. Eucharist, followed by |a
vent on December Z3will include our usual ~ Service of Seven Lessons and Carols wjth
schedule, with Eucharist at 8:00 a.m., 9:00 Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. Notice that Wwe
a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. The Chil- are combining our 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 ajm.
dren’s Christmas Pageant will occur in the Eucharist for this special occasion. Join usjas
New Chapel at 10:15 a.m. that morning. we hear again the story of God's love apd

_ _ saving grace throughout human history. We
Christmas Eve, our 5:00 p.m. Children’s || have our Parish Choir present, along wifh

last year. An abbreviate

Eucharist, elements design
to facilitate full participatior
by our children, complete wil
an interactive “sermon” thi
may prove insightful to th
young at heart as well. In a g
dition, we sing a few verst i
from several of our favorit
Christmas carols. Our 8:(
p.m. Festival Eucharist wi
feature our powerful Paris

The first Sunday of January o
fers a rare opportunity to cel
brate a major feast day, T
Epiphany, which concludes th
twelve-day season of Christma,

and launches a new season that
focuses on the Light of Chri

revealed to the world. Sund

morning will see its regula
schedule. That night at 7:0
p.m., our worship will concludg
Choir, and our 11:00 p.m. Sc with the Lighting of the Greens
emn High Masswill use in- — a huge bonfire consisting ;[n

cense (If you are severely allergic to incense, our Christmas greens and trees. The flajne
please attend an earlier Eucharist or sit awaysymbolizes the Christ-Light shining in th
from the center aisle and altar area, where thedarkness, and it's a lot of fun, too.

smoke concentration will be highest.)

D

We hope you can participate in as many Jof
We hope that our Historic Chapel restoration these worship opportunities as possible. The
work will be completed in time for us to cele- holiday season can be awfully hectic, and it
brate Christmas Day up the hill at 10:00 a.m. sometimes feels as if there simply isq't
However, should the renovation be incom- enough time. But we can easily lose track]of
plete, we will share this simple contemplative the real meaning of Christmas, if we allo
Eucharist down the hill in the New Chapel. our frenetic activity to keep us away fro

. worshipping the true reason for the season.
The following Sunday, December "30we




Annual Parish Meeting on Sunday, December™®
The Very Reverend Michael L.Delk

Hickory Neck's Annual Parish Meeting will be election are: Nancy Aschiero, Bunky Garfield, Georp
held on Sunday, Decembef, %t 10:15 a.m. in the Loving, Ben Manning, Dave Simmons, and Bob W|l-
New Chapel. Elections will be held, reports (both liams.
oral and written) given, and a budget for 2008 of-
fered for the congregation’s ratification. All pa- Please prayerfully consider prior to the Annualistar
rishioners are encouraged to attend, especially eli Meeting who, among these two groups of great peop
gible electors. Those who qualify in the latteteeca  you believe God is calling to serve in these paldic
gory must be members in good standing, which leadership roles at this time. And remember, datss
means regularity in personal prayer and worshipare made by those who show up. This is your chahce
attendance, along with being “known to the Treas- to choose the leadership of our congregation. Witlu
urer,” in the quaint language of the canons. We goalso get to vote on our 2008 budget. The Rectdr an
by the honor system, so do the right thing. the Wardens will make reports that will give yobet-
ter understanding of the inner workings of the gari
The parishes of the Episcopal Church are governedand our challenges and opportunities moving forwarg
through a republican form of democratic represen-
tation. Unlike many denominations and “free” Of course, as always, we will recognize ofr
churches, where a cleric hierarchy runs the show,‘graduating” Vestry members, which this year if-
most decisions in the Episcopal Church are madecludes: Fred Boelt, Sue Dugan, Nancy Geddes, and
collaboratively between the clergy and lay personsConnie Kendrick. A token of gratitude will be aféel
elected to Vestry. At this meeting, fully half thie to each for their three years’ of service to thédding
Vestry will be chosen. up of our parish’s ministry.

e

Four people from a slate of eight (which you Please take the time to be present for this ongeaa
should have already received in the mail) will be occasion. You can help shape the course of ow don
elected to standard three-year terms. The persomregation. You will likely learn lots of things ait
who comes in fifth in the voting will complete the Hickory Neck, and for the most part, it's a briskda
remaining two years of Mayes Mathews’ recently pleasant way to pass an hour in the company ofdse
vacated term. The person who comes in sixth in .

the voting will complete the final year of Katrina
Luksovsky's term, vacated when her family was

redeployed to a naval base in Florida. The eight o
parishioners who have graciously agreed to stand December Adult Christian

for election are: Melissa Casheros, Gay Forloine, Formation Schedule

Eve Gee, Gary Harvey, Ed Joyner, Pamela

Maddox-Jefferson, Linda McGee, and Betty Som- pecember? —  The Reverend Lauren Stanley,
loi. Presentatim Sudan

We will also elect three people from a slate of six December —  Annual Meeting, No Christian
(which was likewise sent via USPS weeks ago) to Formation

serve as delegates to Diocesan Council 2009.pgcember 18 —  Rick and Bunky Garfield,
These three delegates, along with the most recently Presentationtheir medical
retired Senior Warden (in this case Fred Boelt), mission tel@e

will also represent Hickory Neck at the Special

Electoral Council in September 2008. This Council December 28 —  Children’s Christmas Pageant, Np
will elect our new diocesan bishop. The six parish Christianrfration

ioners who have graciously agreed to stdad December 30 —  No Christian Formation




Spotlight on Lynn & Bert Geddy
Carol Goff

Landmark and Bert's goal is to complete its restofa
tion. Bert has also become active in the Kiwanis gr
ganization. Over the years he has served on
Hickory Neck Vestry multiple times including se
eral stints as Senior Warden. He helped to spadrile
the Men's Breakfast program and the barbeque
preparations that highlight the Fall Festival. tBqr
sings in the choir, is always available to assish
ushering duties, and serves as one of three chgrch
Trustees who, as an agent of the state for nompnofi
entities, must sign off on any Hickory Neck leggl
transaction. In addition, since 1982, he has seove
the Cemetery Committee which is now planning] a
400 burial plot addition and a second memorjal
area. Bert served on the two search committees fhat
This month the "Spotlight" column features another brought Father Kellett and Father Delk to us, al
of our "Partners In Service" couples — Lynn andtBer as the Ordination Screening group that worked
Geddy — whose untiring work and constant dedication our intern Julia Messer -- who has almost comple
to Hickory Neck's mission helps keep its special her junior year at Virginia Seminary.
spirit alive and glowing.

Lynn's connection to Hickory Neck also reachps
Both Bert and Lynn have deep roots in the Norge andback many years, even though she was a longtijne,
Toano areas. Lynn is a direct descendant, throegh h involved member of Our Savior Lutheran Church |n
mother, of the Norwegian immigrants who founded Norge. Since her home sits directly across the-high
the Norge community. Bert is the only personueha  way from Hickory Neck, the church grounds becarpe
interviewed who was baptized in infancy at Hickory a "personal playground” for her four children. When
Neck. His family association with the parish reache her three daughters and son were young, she wguld
back many generations, with one ancestor who paidpack a picnic, pile them into a wagon, and crgss
his parish taxes in tobacco. Bert's dad attendedasc ~ Route 60 where they could enjoy the expansjve
in the Historic Chapel when it was Hickory Neck grounds to run and play. Often they would "plgy
Academy prior to its resumption as an active Episco church" and enter the Historic Chapel where the chi
pal church. In those days, the local school bas &  dren would "read" from the lectern and "preacp”
horse drawn wagon which traveled to each farm in from the pulpit. When she speaks of those times,

v

the Toano area to pick up students. conveys the warmth of those memories when she pnd
the children experienced the Historic Chapel ag the
After retiring last spring from his long-time pdsit own special place, long before Lynn herself joingd

as Deputy Fire Chief in Williamsburg, Bert hit ret the Hickory Neck family.
ment on the run, adding to his many Hickory Neck

responsibilities, the management of his family home After a 30 plus years career with the United Stajes
on its 42 acre tract at Anderson's Corner. His fami  Postal Service, Lynn retired and like Bert, thresv-h
homestead has been designated a Virginiaifitisto (continued on page 5)
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December
Celebrations

Birthdays

- Malcolm Boswell 18 - Noel Sinclair

- Benjamin Delk 20 - Bill Harrison

- John Dutro 20 - Shannon Houser
- Martha Burian 22 - Angela Casanave
- Nancy Snyder 23 - Samuel Banks

- Bryce Corlett 23 - Vicki Parker

- Caroline Dozier 24 - Michael Wilson

- Karen Small 24 - Alona Casanave

- Maureen Field 26 - Dave Forrest

- Ridge Kemp 26 - Christopher Lemos
- Doug Smith 28 - Debbie Corlett

- Don Seeterlin 28 - Rich Lawson

- Joseph Banks
- George Brown

- Tony Casanave

- Prince Butler

1 -
21 -
22 -
22 -
26 -
28 -
28 -

If your birthday or anniversary is this month anouyare not listed
above, please send the appropriate informationanstevel3@cox.net

30 - George Bridewell
30 - Lewis Sherman
30 - P.J.Casanave
31 - Joy Tanner

Anniversaries

Alita and Bilhgll

Mary and Clay tBain
Alona and Tonys@aave
Bonnie and Bennviimg
Melissa and Cl@esheros
Charlotte and i€limers
Toni and Aaron&im

or call us at (804) 557-3175.

Nugget
Notes

At Hickory Neck, we welcome eve-
ryone to participate in everything
freely, member or non-member.
However, if you would like to be-
come an official member of Hick-
ory Neck, we want to make that
happen for you. Simply call our
office, 566-0276, or speak tba-
ther Michael or Pastor Ann.
There are several ways to join. If
you have not yet been baptized, we
would be overjoyed to speak with
you about receiving the Sacramen
of Baptism. If you are already bap-
tized, we can transfer you in as &8
baptized member, and if your letten
of membership resides in anothe
congregation, we can write them
and affect the transfer. Official
membership entitles a person td
vote and stand as a candidate ip
parish elections, but making the
commitment of membership is also
a good way to affirm your commit-
ment to the mission of Jesus Chris
in this place.

Christmas is just around the corne
and it's soon time to decorate ouf
worship spaces. Please save sonje
time to help on Saturday, Decembe
22" at 10:00 a.m. to make the deco
rations. Then on Sunday, Decembe
239 after the 11:15 a.m. service,
we will decorate both the Historic
and the New ChapeNo experience
necessaryThere will be many pro-
jects to do and plenty of fun, fel-
lowship and food. If you have
guestions contactBarbara La-
roche at 565-0122 or BMLA-
ROCHE@aol.comHope to see you
there.

-

Please return your gifts to the Angel
(Continued on page 8)




Spotlight on Lynn & Bert Geddy .
(continued from page 3) New Lectionary Starts

self into a full retirement schedule. Being froraege December 2nd

family of seven sisters and brothers, along with he

own children and grandchildren, all who live logall The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk
Lynn spends many hours involved in family gather-

ings and babysitting activities, and now helps wlith

care of her ailing mother. However, she manages to

find the time and energy to reach out to the wider |
community and Hickory Neck in a big way. She vol-
unteers regularly with the Faith In Action
agency which provides a wide range of helping ser-
vices to the elderly. Lynn serves regularly ashali

cer; however, her biggest responsibility is heritpms

on the Vestry as Parish Life director, an enormjobs
that even with an additional support committee, en-
tails a multitude of tasks. As Father Michael likes
say, "Don't we like to party!!" and his flock agsee

As Parish Life organizer, Lynn schedules and assist
the weekly Coffee Hour and directs special events
throughout the year. They are numerous and large,
such as the reception for the Bishop a few weeks ag
and the celebration for the conclusion of the Gdpit
Campaign. In addition, there are receptions atfter f
nerals, clergy luncheons attended by local rectord,
others too numerous to list. Lynn juggles the slmapp
arrangements, the communications among her com- . e : .
mittee, the food ordering and planning, and coordi- ~ use the RCL. By maklr_lg a shift in Iectlon_arle_ ’
nates the table decorations. As Lynn says, “Thank V& also make an ecqm,enlcal gesture of solidarify,
heavens for email -- doing all this over the phone as our branch of Christ's Body will now read thg
would be overwhelming.” It's a huge job and Lynn EXactsame lessons as so many others.
powers it all. Our hats are off to you for makingr o
fellowship events so special.

Since 1979, the lessons we read
in worship each Sunday havg
been taken from a section called
the lectionary in the back of the
Book of Common Prayer.
Through a three year cycle, we
work our way through most of
the Bible, covering many chap-
ters that we might otherwise ne
glect. However, beginning on thé' Bunday of

Advent, December™, our lesson selections will be|
coming from a different source.

By order of The 78 General Convention, all Epis-
copal churches will start using the Revised Comp-
mon Lectionary [RCL] on the aforementioned datg,
unless they receive a special dispensation fromn the
Bishop. The reason for this change is that mqst
other mainline denominations — the Lutherans, t‘\e
Methodists, the Presbyterians, the Roman Cathol

In terms of practical realities, not much will clgan
The RCL is very similar to the Book of Commor
Prayer lectionary. Each Sunday, we will have fodir
readings selected in accordance with Church cal¢n-
dar seasons and special occasions (i.e., Advgnt,
Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, etc.): an (id
Testament lesson; a Psalm; a New Testament les-
son; and a Gospel reading. We will continue to uge
the New Revised Standard Version [NRSV] of t
Bible.

As we enter this Advent and Christmas season of giv
ing, we honor the devotion and hard work of Bed an
Lynn who give so many gifts to Hickory Neck all yea
long.

These new readings will be published through opr
various organs of communication, just as in the

New Members past, and we have purchased new volumes for fhe
ambo and altar. Perhaps this change will brifg

Charles and Theresa Hunter fresh readings into our Sunday morning cycle thgat
Pam Stromberg were excluded from the Prayer Book version, but |n

truth, it'll pretty much be unnoticeable, though
thought you might like to know.




The 4" Eucharist
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk

Not long ago, you received a letter from Ann and me This Eucharist will also be much shorter than ahy (¢
introducing a new night Eucharist at Hickory Neck. other three Sunday offerings — only about 35 mir
In case you ignored it, or have already forgottem t utes, compared to an hour or more for Sundgy
vital facts, here’s a quick rundown. morning.

Why are we doing this? Who can come?

Mainly, because Ann and | had begun to notice that Anybody. This is not just for youth, though it is
many of the adolescents who attend youth group hadbeing designed primarily for youth, and eventually],
become increasingly irregular in their worship tte it will largely be led by youth, when they feel dya
dance on Sunday morning. This is cause for concernBut all of our services are open to anyone whp
and we deliberated on how best to respond to thewants to come. We know that this night servic
situation. It occurred to us that half of our phrlives will be a blessing for people in the parish whoéay
more than 9 miles away from Hickory Neck, and that to work during the day on Sundays. It may be mojge
making two trips in a single Sunday might be diffic convenient for regular Sunday morning attendegs
for some people. So, why not launch a servicetiigh  who have travel plans or other obligations thatt shi
the middle of youth group? their schedules around. We hope this service might

attract “seekers.”

D

What will it be like?

, , When and where will it meet?
Different. Completely, totally, utterly differerfitom

anything you've experienced on Sunday morning at Every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. Youth group will con
Hickory Neck — ever. We are using an exception in tinue to start with supper at 6:30 p.m., and we wi
the Book of Common Prayer often called Rite Ilt. | still have time after worship to enjoy fun and fel
allows you to create your own local service, agjlas lowship until youth group ends at the customary
it contains certain core components — like a sgrgpt  time of 8:00 p.m. Even when youth group isn't
reading, prayers for the people, etc. We don'txa  meeting, this Eucharist will still happen.

know what the service will feel like. That deperads o o

lot on who shows up. Maybe it will be contemplativ ~Once the Historic Chape_l restoration is finished, w
and peaceful. Maybe it will be raucous and playful Will meet in there. Until then, the nave of New
Who knows? We intend it to be organic. Chapel.

Of course, we can't start with nothing, so in tlegib-

ning this service will include two or three songs,

which we hope the youth will help us select. Our

prayers will either be written by Ann or me, or tye Mayes Mathews Resigns from

youth, or they will be offered spontaneously. That Vestr

goes for Prayers of the People, the Great Thanksgiv y

ing (where we consecrate the bread and wine for .

Communion), and the Collect of the Day. There will The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk

be one lesson from scripture, with an informaleefl

tion afterwards — not a formal sermon. In faconir At its regularly scheduled November meeting on the

time to time, we hope that parishioners will shitwesr 13" the Vestry regretfully accepted the resignatioh

personal witness to our youth, and over time, wgeho  of Vestry member Mayes Mathews. The remaindeér

that some of our youth will become comfortable with of his three-year term will be filled by election a

preparing a reflection on scripture or offgritheir  the Annual Parish Meeting (see related article in

own witness to their peers. this edition). In his letter of resignatioMayes
(continued on page 7)




Vestry Highlights

Eve Gee, Register

The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assembled
in regular session on Tuesday, November 13, 2007,
in the Parish House. The minutes of the October 9,
2007 Vestry meeting and the Treasurer’'s report
were both approved. The Junior Warden reported
that the net income generated by the Fall Festival
and available for Hickory Neck Church outreach
donations was $14,700. The Senior Warden lay
before the Vestry a communication from Mayes
Mathews in which he tendered his resignation from
the Vestry of Hickory Neck Church, which the Ves-
try accepted with regret. Consequently, parishion-
ers will be voting for four of the eight nominees f
election to the 2008 Hickory Neck Church Vestry.
The person who comes in fifth in the voting will
serve the remaining two years of Dr. Mathews'
term. The person who comes in sixth in the voting
will complete the final year of Katrina Luksovsky’s
term. Father Michael and the Senior Warden for-
mally presented to the Vestry the slate of nominees
for Vestry and for Diocesan Council. The Associate
Rector reported that the children of Hickory Neck
Church will present a Christmas Pageant on Sun-
day, December 23 in the nave at 10:15 a.m.; on
Sunday night, Decembef®at 7:00 p.m., the first
Hickory Neck Church Sunday evening Youth
Eucharist will be launched with Mother Laure
Stanley giving the first talk (with subsequealks

by Father Michael, Pastor Ann, and others)
although less formal and designed for youth, this
special Sunday evening Eucharist will be open :[J
all Hickory Neck parishioners; the Diocesan Yout

Mission Trip planned for December 26hrough
January 1 has been cancelled; there was a trainirjg
session for new Lay Eucharistic Visitors on Octof
ber 18" at which three new Lay Eucharistic Visi-
tors were trained; the third and final in the 200
“Ministering to the Ministers" retreat series,
"Prayer in the Context of Ministry", will take plac

on Thursday, November ¥5and Saturday, No-
vember 1% and Pastor Ann has ordered a sul
scription to "the Sunday Paper", a bulletin designg
for use by children during worship and to prepar
younger children for corporate worship. The Red
tor discussed upcoming calendar events, includir
preliminary worship plans for Christmas and th{
January Vestry Retreat at Chanco. The Vestry r
ceived reports from the Worship/Music and Build
ing and Grounds ministry heads. The next regulgr
Vestry meeting will be on Tuesday, December 11,
2007.

s

"(Q (D

3%
1

Please note that the official minutes of the NowenVestry Meeting
will be approved at the December meeting and poédion the church
web page following that meeting.

Mayes Mathews Resigns from Vestry
(continued from page 6)

cited his teaching schedule at St. Leo’s University
which has prevented him from attending Vestr
meetings regularly. As many of us know, even fu
professors don't have the privilege of cherry
picking the dates and times when their classes dre
assigned. On behalf of the entire parish, theryest
and | thank Mayes for his service and faithful sup
port of the parish, and we look forward to his cont
tinued ministry among us.

(as of 10/31/2007)

$284,380.80
$273,441.71
$284,380.80

YTD Budget Income
YTD Actual Income
YTD Budget Expenses

YTD Actual Expenses $282,285.84

Loan Balances
(as of 11-1-07)

$582,002.00




Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church
8300 Richmond Road

Toano, VA 23168
Tel (757) 566-0276 Fax (757) 566-0081

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, throbigChrist”

Nugget Notes
(Continued from page 4)

parishioners foEvening Prayeon Wednesdays at 7:(
p.m. beginning December 12 These services will b
held in the Historic Chapel (or as soon as it igilable
Tree in the New Church Narthex by no later than for use). This will be a parishioner led servicel #mere
December 12 The Salvation Army requests that will be no Eucharist.

you do not wrap these gifts but encourages you to

use a Christmas gift bag, instead. Be sure tohattac On Sunday, December @t 10:15 a.m.Rick and

the Angel tag to the outside of the bag. Any ques-Bunky Garfield will share their experience of a recgnt

tions, callNancy Snyderat 804-557-3175. medical missionary trip to Belize. Please joinnthand
learn more about what's happening there, and

Do you need room this Christmas for your extra Hickory Neck might be able to help in the future.

guests/visitorsPeter HainesandLinda Becker are

graciously contributing their time shares at Powa- please note that there is a box under the kioskern

hatan Plantation for a donation to the Youth Group Narthex to collect Farm Fresh receipts and pink|¥io

projects at Hickory Neck. Already available are a yogurt lids. The Yoplait yogurt lids will be serd the

one bedroom condo from 12/19 - 12/26 and a twoSusan G. Komen for the Cure Foundation to raise

bedroom condo from 12/17 - 12/24. More condos money to help fight breast cancer. The Farm FresH r

are also available. The value of these condos is i ceipts will be used to purchase office suppliesther

the $600 - $2,000 range; however, Pete and Lindachurch.

would like whoever needs one to make their

“donation” based on their needs, budget and willing

ness to contribute to Youth Group projects. If inte

ested or have questions, contdete Hainesat 757-

869-3107.

1%

1OW

Thanks to all of you who donated items for FISH.
Our Hickory Neck family contributed 41 bags of
groceries to the FISH pantry in November. Th
Hickory Neck volunteers who made this possible
this month ard.inda McGee, Karen Dutro, Becky

NUGGETS STAFF

and Michael Smith andJack and Joan Whitla. A
special thanks to each of them.

If you would be willing to take over responsibility
for the e-mail newsletter, “The E-pistle”, pleasm¢
tactFather Michael or Steve Snyder This ministry
requires about two or three hours a week to updaje
the church schedule and duty rosters and tp
add/delete other items as requested.

For another worship opportunity, join your sl

Editor: Nancy Snyder

Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney

Spotlight Reporters: Carol Goff and Doug
Smith

Production: Steve Snyder

January Deadline - December 15th

E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at
nanstevel3@cox.net




