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Our Christmas worship this year will follow 
a fairly familiar pattern.  The 4th Sunday of 
Advent on December 21st will include our 
usual schedule, with Eucharist at 8:00 a.m., 
9:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m.  Our Children’s 
Christmas Pageant will happen in the New 
Chapel at 5:00 p.m. that afternoon. 
 
Christmas Eve, our 5:00 p.m. Children’s 
Eucharist will be a mix of old and new, rep-
licating some ele-
ments of last year’s 
celebration, while 
altering the liturgy 
somewhat to make it 
even more accessi-
ble for both young 
and old.  As usual, 
this will be an ab-
breviated Eucharist, 
less than an hour, 
complete with an 
interactive sermon.   
 
Our 8:00 p.m. Festi-
val Eucharist will feature our great Parish 
Choir, and our 11:00 p.m. Solemn High 
Mass will use incense.  (If you are severely 
allergic to incense, please attend an earlier 
Eucharist or sit away from the center aisle 
and altar area, where the smoke concentra-
tion will be highest.) 
 
We will once again celebrate our quiet 
Christmas Day Eucharist in the Historic 
Chapel at 10:00 a.m.  �

 
High Holy Days at Hickory Neck 

 
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk  

The following Sunday, December 28th, we will 
continue celebrating Christmas with our regular 
8:00 a.m. Eucharist, followed by a Service of 
Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist at 
10:00 a.m.  Notice that we are combining our 
9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Eucharist for this spe-
cial occasion.  Join us as we hear again the 
story of God’s love and saving grace through-
out human history.  We will have our Parish 
Choir present, along with plenty of Christmas 

hymns.   
 
On Tuesday, January 
6th, at 6:00 p.m., we 
conclude the season of 
Christmas with The 
Feast of the Epiphany, 
which marks the arri-
val of the magi, who 
followed the star to the 
manger where Jesus 
lay.  This feast also 
launches a new season 
that focuses on the 
Light of Christ re-

vealed to the world.  After worship, we will 
celebrate the Lighting of the Greens – a huge 
bonfire consisting of our Christmas greens and 
trees.  The flame symbolizes the Christ-Light 
shining in the darkness, and it’s a lot of fun, 
too.  We hope to have a note-burning as part of 
this celebratory fire, as we draw ever closer to 
liquidating the mortgage we’ve held on the 
Wilkinson Center since 1998. 
 
We hope you can participate in as many of 
these  worship  opportunities  as  possible.  The    
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holiday season can be awfully hectic, and it some-
times feels as if there simply isn’t enough time.  
But we can easily lose track of the real meaning of 
Christmas, if we allow our frenetic activity to keep 
us away from worshipping the true reason for the 
season.   

Health ministry is often, though not exclusively, led 
and coordinated by a parish nurse. Health ministry 
looks different from congregation to congregation, re-
flecting the needs, interests and resources of the faith 
community. Health ministry does not replicate services 
that already exist in the community, but rather works 
with community partners and resources. 
 
Health ministry is a living witness of the healing activ-
ity of God through the local congregation, encouraging 
whole-person health through:  
· integration of body, mind and spirit 
· increased self-knowledge 
· personal responsibility 
· interdependence among God's people 
 
Look for more information in future issues of the Nug-
gets. 

�

Health Ministry Team 
 

The Reverend Lauren McDonald 

In January Hickory Neck 
Church will commission 
its first Health Ministry 
Team.  The National Epis-
copal Health Ministries 
website  –  www.episcopal 
healthministries.org – pro-
vides the following infor-
mation about Health Mini- 

                                       stry: 
 

What is Health Ministry? 
 

Health ministry in a local congregation is an inten-
tional ministry focusing on both healing and health, 
combining the ancient traditions of the Christian 
community and the knowledge and tools of modern 
health care.  
 
The mission given Christ's disciples is to preach, 
teach and heal, and the church's teaching and 
preaching have far exceeded her healing in this 
day. The church needs to be true to her calling and 
has the opportunity in this modern age to use many 
tools to bring about health and healing. 
 
There is a significant need for the church to address 
health issues. The current health care system in the 
United States doesn't focus on health; it is primarily 
disease oriented. Too often it isn't a cohesive, holis-
tic system; it's fragmented and enormously expen-
sive. The church, on the other hand, is in the busi-
ness of healing, of making whole, and of doing it in 
community. The local congregation is a place 
where health professionals and lay people can work 
together to keep people well, to empower and edu-
cate, to advocate for health and to care for people 
in need. 
 

�

Annual Parish Meeting Features 
Election, Reflection, and                  

Celebration 
 

The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

Our annual parish meeting on November 16th saw four 
persons elected to three year terms on Vestry: Ann Bar-
tholomay, Jean Hancock, Brig Lampert, and Michael 
Smith.  We also elected three persons as delegates for 
Hickory Neck to the councils of the diocese: Fred Bo-
elt, Ben Manning, and David Simmons.  Our new Ves-
try members will start their work on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 9th.  Our freshly chosen council delegates will be 
certified active on September 1, 2009 and remain on 
duty through August 31, 2010.   
 
We also heard, for the first time at an annual meeting, a 
series of informational reports from the Vestry liaisons 
responsible for overseeing the various ministries of the 
parish.  More detailed written reports from each minis-
try can be found at our website, www.hickoryneck.org.  
Both of our Wardens, as well as both clergy, offered 
reflections on the year past and the year ahead.  The 
Treasurer’s report, which included a proposed 
$435,000 budget for 2009, was unanimously approved 
by the 133 persons present. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed toward making 
our annual meeting day such  a  special occasion.  Both  

(continued on page 5) 
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ing food through the FISH program. At Hickory 
Neck he has also been assistant leader of children’s 
chapel, ushered during Sunday services, and worked 
at the Fall Festival. As a result of attending a Cur-
sillo weekend, he participates in a weekly reunion 
group and attends Ultreya regularly. “My spiritual 
growth has continued at Hickory Neck Church be-
cause of the excellent preaching, inspiring worship, 
parish retreats, adult education, and consultation 
with a spiritual director,” John explained. 
 
Patty and John are both training to be mentors with 
the Pilot Project to address homelessness in the area, 
under the auspices of the Salvation Army and the 
United Way. 
 
Born and raised in Worcester, Massachusetts, where 
he attended St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, John went 
away to an Episcopal boys’ boarding school. After 
college, he married and decided to prepare for the 
Episcopal priesthood by completing a Master of Di-
vinity degree at the Episcopal Theological School in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. “Having ministers in my 
family and a close relationship with several clergy in 
my parish made me think I could do that type of 
work,” he stated.  “I had an interest in inner city 
work, but there was nothing of that sort in the Dio-
ceses of Western Massachusetts and West Virginia 
where I served a combined 12 years as a parish 
priest,” John explained. “I finally decided I needed 
to leave the ordained ministry and moved to Colo-
nial Williamsburg, where I worked for 21 years, as a 
historical interpreter, sometimes in character.” He 
earned a master’s degree from William and Mary in 
the American Studies Program to support his career 
work.  
 
More importantly, here John met Patty. They were 
married in 1993 in the historic chapel at Hickory 
Neck, where John had been attending since 1987. 
Patty attended the Unitarian Church for 10 years 
before coming regularly to Hickory Neck about four 

 
Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 

 

�

         Spotlight on Patty Kipps and John Greenman    
                                            
                                              Jim Izzo                                  

Patty Kipps and John Greenman have followed differ-
ent paths to Hickory Neck Church. Their backgrounds 
are different, but the focus of their activities is the same. 
Members of the Outreach Committee, Patty and John 
spend a considerable amount of time doing significant 
work for others in need, “working alongside those in 
poverty and those who live with disability,” in Patty’s 
words.  
 
Through the Williamsburg Walks the Talk group, she 
works with female ex-offenders who need help making 
the transition back to living in the community. Inter-
ested in inter-racial and inter-cultural communication, 
she teaches English to a Chinese woman at the Rita 
Welsh Adult Learning Center. She is also very inter-
ested in environmental concerns and conservation of 
resources in our world, and would like to be part of a 
team that starts a community garden locally. Patty’s 
other Hickory Neck activities include babysitting in the 
nursery during Sunday services, working at the Fall 
Festival, and knitting with the prayer shawl group. 
 
John’s outreach activities include transitional services 
for homeless men in the area and ex-offenders at the 
regional jail, teaching the Bible to cognitive patients at 
Eastern  State  Hospital in Williamsburg,  and transport- 
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years ago. “I came to Hickory Neck Church primarily 
to experience prayer, Eucharist, and to hear about the 
life and teachings of Jesus. The Unitarian Church did 
not have these things,” she noted. “I value diversity 
of thought, belief, and action, and believe that diver-
sity of thought, experience, and belief are necessary 
for growth in spirit and intellect.” 
 
Raised in Hampton, Virginia, as a Roman Catholic, 
Patty completed a three-year lay ministry program 
with the Catholic Diocese of Richmond. She gradu-
ated from William and Mary with a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology and from Virginia Commonwealth 
University with a master’s in vocational rehabilita-
tion counseling, her career for the next 20 years with 
the state before retiring last year. Prior to this, she 
worked for the United States Postal Service and as a 
research assistant at William and Mary. 
 
Patty has two daughters, one (Kathy) a nurse practi-
tioner in Alaska and one (Mary Anne) a first grade 
teacher at Norge Elementary School; she has several 
grandchildren and one great-grandson. John has two 
sons -- Jack, a professor of speech and drama at 
Southern Methodist University, and Gil, an attorney 
with Williams and Connelly, who lives in Alexan-
dria. “I’m very proud of them,” he stated. 
 
John’s statement at the beginning of the interview 
provides an appropriate conclusion for all of us: “It’s 
the up’s and down’s, the briar patches of life which 
make us who we are.” 

approved.  Lauris Zeni, Junior Warden, reported that 
all bills were paid for the Fall Festival and that the net 
income to date is $11,196.93; Bill Teale, Senior War-
den, reviewed details regarding  the changeover proc-
ess with outgoing and incoming Vestry members; The 
Associate Rector, Lauren McDonald  reported:  that 
Christian Formation activities are extremely well at-
tended as a whole (Michael Daise's class had 19 in 
attendance at the last session) ; that during  the An-
nual Meeting on November 16th, Bill Harris would be 
conducting the children's Christmas Carol Workshop 
again; that the Christmas Pageant would be held on 
December 21st at 5:00 p.m.; that in December she and 
Father Michael would be leading the Adult Forum on 
the topic of the Biblical birth narratives; that Youth 
Group is averaging 10 to 12 young people in atten-
dance at meetings; that the Pilgrimage Discernment 
Committee had settled on a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land in 2010 for all Hickory Neck Church parishion-
ers interested in going; that the Outreach Council 
would be meeting on December 2nd to allocate the 
proceeds of the Fall Festival to various community 
ministries, while in 2009 the Outreach Council would 
undergo some restructuring; and that Pastoral Care 
teams are working well.  The Rector briefly reviewed 
plans for the Annual Meeting on November 16th.The 
Vestry met in Executive Session to review the pro-
posed 2009 budget and subsequently voted unani-
mously to approve it; and the Vestry received a report 
from the Stewardship Committee.  The next Vestry 
meeting will be on Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Please note that the official minutes of the November Vestry 
Meeting will be approved at the December meeting and published 
on the church web page following that meeting.  

 
Vestry Highlights 

 
Eve Butler-Gee, Register 

The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assembled 
in regular session on Tuesday, November 11, 2008, 
in the Wilkinson Center.  The minutes of the October 
Vestry meeting and  the  Treasurer’s report were both 

 
Cleanliness is Next to Godliness 

 
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

We have marvelous facilities, in almost constant use, 
and yet we suffer, as so many do, from a serious lack 
of storage space, which results in a persistent state of 
clutter.  Most of us have simply grown accustomed to 
this condition.  The piles of chairs in the Wilkinson 
Center fade to the background of our perception.  The 
stacks of youth group supplies prominently display 
the care we take of our adolescent members. The for-
gotten  baskets and  dishes from  potlucks gone by re-  
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December Celebrations 

�
Birthdays�

   3 - Malcolm Boswell 
   3 - Benjamin Delk 
   4 - John Dutro 
   4 - Martha Burian 
   5 - Nancy Snyder 
   6 - Bryce Corlett 
   7 - Caroline Dozier 
   7 - Karen Small 
   9 - Reen Field 
 10 - Ridge Kemp 
 10 - Doug Smith 
 11 - Don Seeterlin 
 15 - George Brown 
 15 - Joseph Banks 
 17 - Prince Butler 

 
Anniversaries 

   1 - Alita and Bill Small 
 12 - Kay and Norm Cooper 
 21 - Mary and Clay Brittain 
 21 - Sue & Chuck Edwards 
 22 - Bonnie and Ben Manning 
 26 - Melissa and Chris Casheros 
 28 - Charlotte and Christopher Ellmers 
 28 - Toni and Aaron Small  

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are  not 
listed above, please  send the appropriate information to  nan-
steve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.    �

 
�
 

 18 - Sue Edwards 
 18 - Noel Sinclair 
 20 - Bill Harrison 
 20 - Shannon Houser 
 22 - Angela Casanave 
 23 - Vicki Parker 
 24 - Michael Wilson 
 26 - Dave Forrest 
 26 - Christopher Lemos 
 28 - Rich Lawson 
 28 - Debby Corlett 
 30 - George Bridewell 
 30 - Lewis Sherman 
 30 - P. J. Casanave 
 31 - Joy Tanner 

mind us of  joyous fellowship.  However, to 
some among us, and certainly for those who are 
visiting with us for the first time, what appears 
normal to us looks like a gigantic, slovenly 
mess.   
 
We need your help.  A parish of our size and 
level of activity would usually have at least a 
part-time sexton on staff to help maintain order 
in our facilities, but sadly our budget will not 
permit such a hire at this time.  So it’s up to us to 
be conscientious about how we handle the space 
we share.   
 
Since reducing clutter is, by definition, a perpet-
ual effort, it would be most helpful to have 
someone, or perhaps a group of interested par-
ties, willing to establish a plan that would ini-
tially put our house in order, along with a way of 
helping hold our parish family accountable for  
how we get rid of what needs to be disposed in a 
timely manner, how we store what needs to be 
kept, and how we use the rest of our space prop-
erly.  Please contact us here in the office if you’d 
like to lead a long overdue effort to help keep 
our buildings uncluttered.      

�

Annual Parish Meeting… 
(continued from page 2) 

 
choirs – The Parish Wall of Sound and The Cho-
ral Scholars – sang beautifully.  There were am-
ple supplies of delectable food for the luncheon 
after the meeting, and everything was arranged by 
our Parish Life crew with their customary class 
and grace.    
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the early symptoms of malaria, along with several 
other diseases. The water here is definitely not clean, 
so we've had several cases of dysentery-type diseases 
as well. After receiving training in the United States, I 
even help to give some of the intramuscular injec-
tions; although I know in theory how to give intrave-
nous shots, I have not asked anyone to be my first 
"patient," so those and IVs are still handled by the 
pros, thanks be to God. 
 
I know it seems like a lot of money to spend 
on medicine, but rest assured, in this season of sick-
ness, it is well worth it. One of the men came to me 
the other day; John Bul Atem is a major in the local 
police force. One of his daughters, Athieng, was very 
ill with malaria and in the hospital. He needed to buy 
the medicines in the market and take them to the hos-
pital for the doctors there to use. It cost $45 for the 
treatments. The good news is, after receiving all the 
medicines, including two IV drips to rehydrate her, 
Athieng recovered enough to go home. 
 
Mama Ludia, one of our priests, came to me the other 
day as well. She has pain in her left arm, radiating 
from her thumb, and her joints hurt constantly as 
well. Mama Ludia is somewhere in her 70s; we've 
never been able to pin down her exact age. She was  
ordained a deacon and then a priest in her late 60s, 
and is a magnificent preacher and prayer. Like most 
priests here, she receives very little pay, and that not 
often enough. I sent her to the Clinic to consult with 
Dr. Paul. He wasn't certain what was wrong, so he  
asked me to send her to Kosti, about 100 miles north 
of here in Northern Sudan, for an X-ray and consulta-
tion at the teaching hospital there. That meant a three-
day trip, staying in Kosti, waiting to see the doctor, 
etc. In the end, it is clear that she does not have a bro-
ken arm, as we feared, but she does have arthri-
tis clearly showing on her X-rays. The doctors recom-
mended some powerful anti-inflammants. The trip 
and treatment, including purchasing more medicine in 
the future, cost $100. 
�

Dear Beloved in Christ: 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
With only three weeks left in this trip to Sudan, 
I thought I would bring you up to date on all the 
things that have happened, much of which is because 
of your great devotion to this ministry. 
 
First, let me thank you, on behalf of scores of Su-
danis, for your continued generosity. Because of your 
contributions, more than 100 people have been 
treated for various illnesses in the last two-plus 
months. This just-about-ended rainy season has been, 
as usual, fraught with disease, particularly malaria. 
Until the cold weather arrives in another month or so, 
there will still be hordes of mosquitoes breeding and 
biting, causing people to suffer daily. I have an ar-
rangement with the ECS Clinic here in Renk so that 
people can see the doctor and receive medications. 
Almost every day, I visit the clinic to check on peo-
ple and pay the bill. Since the middle of August, you 
have made it possible for me to pay for nearly 
$2,500 worth of medicines. The normal cost for a full 
malaria treatment, if it is caught early, is about $25. 
If we don't catch the malaria early enough, the cost 
can soar to more than $100. Contrary to what it is 
like in the United States, there are almost no fees for 
the doctor or the hospital. It costs only $1 to see the 
doctor at the Clinic, and only $1 more for the blood 
tests. The medicines, which are all purchased here in 
Sudan, are relatively cheap by our standards, but for 
most Sudanis, they are far too expensive. Hence, the 
deal with the Clinic: Tell Nadi Solomon, the 
nurse/manager, that I sent you, and I'll pay the bill 
later. Nadi gets a good laugh out of seeing me daily, 
tallying up the bill. One day, I sent so many people 
over there that I had to give Nadi a calculator just to 
keep track of the totals. 
 
Because so many people come to see me first for 
their illnesses,  I’ve gotten  quite good at recognizing  

 
A Letter From Renk, Sudan 

 
The Reverend Lauren Stanley 
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One more story: Sarah Arok is the woman who 
takes care of me at home. She is in her 30s, the 
mother of seven. Her youngest, Deng, who was 
born on 2 April, is a delightful baby, very cute, 
and used to have the most beautiful black curls on 
his head, until he got his first haircut last week. 
(Sigh) I was here when Deng was born, and blessed 
him the day after that. Sarah brings him to 
Bishop Joseph's house, where I live, daily and I 
play with him. When I arrived in August, his lungs 
were congested and I was concerned. I had Sarah 
take him to Dr. Kenneth, who is an internist with 
some specialization in pediatrics. He prescribed 
some medicines, which I paid for with your money. 
But Deng did not get better. Instead, he fell ill with 
pneumonia, which came with a high fever. It 
took several weeks to get him better, and cost 
nearly $500 for all of his treatments, but now he is 
well and quite content to sit in the veranda and play 
with his mother's money purse or her mobile phone. 
He’s growing fast, and his chest is clear.  
 
These are just some of the people who have bene-
fited from your help. There have been so many oth-
ers. Sarah Arok's daughter Ajak, who cut her hand 
deeply (I ended up "gluing" that back together with 
dermal glue); almost every child of the students at 
the Renk Theological College, several of the stu-
dents' wives, and at least half of the students them-
selves; several of the priests here; and numerous 
women in the Mothers' Union. Once again, I was 
asked to extract teeth; once again, I sent the woman 
to the dentist to have a "professional" do it. (I use 
quotes around that word because he basically uses 
pliers to do the job -- ouch!). 
 
In between playing doctor and paying bills, I've 
been teaching up a storm. I had four classes at the 
College this semester: Systematic Theology, Penta-
teuch, English and Biblical Greek. The latter two 
are split into various groups depending on ability, 
meaning that in English, I actually had two classes, 
and in Greek, we split the students into three 
groups. It made for a very intense semester, with 
huge leaps shown by most of the students. We   
concentrated on learning how to write research pa-
pers, a project that will continue next semester; on 
how to write biographies, a project that showed 
great results for the most part; and on combining 
what we learned in one class (Greek, for example) 
with what we were studying in another class 
(Theology).  It’s a kind of  cross-pollination  that  is  

relatively new for the students, and very challenging, 
but most of them are up to at least trying, which makes 
teaching them a joy.  
 
In the midst of all this, we also had the installation of 
our Dean at the Cathedral. The Very Reverend Martha 
Deng Nhial is the first woman dean of a cathedral in 
Sudan, and one of the first African women to serve as 
dean of an African cathedral in the history of Christian-
ity. That was a marvelous celebration, filled with 
much joy and tears. Martha asked me, within 30 min-
utes of my return to Renk, to preach at her installation, 
a great honor and delight. 
 
Two weeks later, we had the enthronement of our sec-
ond bishop, The Right Reverend Joseph Garang Atem 
Zorial, who is the former principal of the College. That, 
too, was a momentous event. Archbishop Daniel Deng 
Bul, our former bishop, was present, as were   
two other bishops, a delegation from Chicago and liter-
ally hundreds of visitors. The service itself lasted four 
hours; the party afterward lasted another five. There 
was tremendous joy throughout the service and party, 
especially in watching Bishop Joseph sitting in his ca-
thedral with one of his twin daughters on his lap. 
 
Now that the College semester is over and most of 
the students have gone home for their three-month 
break, I am concentrating on teaching English. I have 
three classes per day; Conversational English, for those 
who know some English, but are not confident in their 
speaking abilities; TOEFL (Test of English as a For-
eign Language - an English proficiency test) training 
for the Advanced English students from College; and a 
women's class, for 17 women who do not know English 
but are desperate to learn. There is some crossover in 
the classes, in that sometimes, what I teach to 
the women is the same thing as what I teach in Conver-
sational English. This past week, we have been "going" 
to the market or the store to "buy" things. Our vocabu-
lary lists have grown exponentially as the students have 
wanted to learn the names of more foods and items 
each day. First we learn the vocabulary, which some-
times takes quite a bit of pantomime on my part, if I 
don't know the word in Arabic (e.g.: peppers; mime 
eating something very hot, then fanning your mouth) -- 
works every time! 
 
The  most  fun  has  been  teaching  all  of  the  students 
American idioms, expressions and colloquialisms: "Get 
me a soda and step on it." "Not gonna happen." "In 
your dreams." "That  is  so  Mickey  Mouse!" (Really, I  
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get some of the examples from the TOEFL book.) 
But the one expression guaranteed to bring gales of 
laughter: "I need to see a man about a horse." 
(Thanks to my friend Hal White for that one.) That 
one resulted from questions about appropriate ways 
to ask permission to go to the bathroom in English. In 
Sudan, people say, "I need to urinate." I explained 
that we don't say that; rather, we ask where the ladies' 
or men's room or restroom or bathroom is. 
We compared various expressions from various 
countries (in Kenya, for example, the expression is, 
"I need to make a short call."), and then for fun, I 
taught them about seeing a man about a horse. It took 
a lot of explaining; now, whenever anyone says that, 
we all break up in laughter. We're also working on 
story-telling, leading prayers in English (most of the 
students in Conversational English are either clergy 
or lay leaders), going to tea every morning and serv-
ing each other, and translating common things we all 
say here daily (greetings, requests, etc.).  
 
In between all the teaching, I'm helping the 
bishop compile resumes on every priest and deacon 
in the Diocese; working on a stewardship project for 
the Archbishop; and helping with development pro-
posals. Bishop Joseph is due to travel to the 
United States any day now; he was supposed to go 
last week, but has not yet received his passport back 
from the United States Embassy in Egypt. Hope-
fully, we can get all the paperwork done that he 
needs to take with him before he leaves. 
 
And finally, I ask your prayers for one of my per-
sonal goals. I have applied to Virginia Theological 
Seminary for the Doctor of Ministry program. If I am 
accepted, I will begin in January, while I am back in 
the United States. I want to work on mission theology 
and practice as a part of Ministry Development, with 
my ministry here in Sudan as the focus. I believe I'll 
know the seminary's decision on this within one 
month, and ask that you pray for me on this. 
 
In three weeks, I'll be flying back to the United States 
for my three-month stay there. I already have many 
of my Sundays booked, but am more than willing to 
sign up for more Sundays or for weekday and week-
night events. If you know of anyone who wants to 
hear about mission work or Sudan in particular, 
please to let me know.  
 
Again, I thank you for all of your prayers and sup-
port.  I could not continue in this ministry work with- 

out you. Please know that every Sudani who knows 
of your involvement thanks you and blesses you for 
all you have done and are doing. Together, we are 
helping to bring about the Kingdom of God in Sudan 
and, we pray, in your lives as well. You are in our 
prayers here, as we know we are in your prayers 
there. 
 
I bid you God's peace and my peace, God's love and 
my love, God's blessings and my blessings. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
Lauren 
 
(The Reverend Lauren Stanley is an appointed missionary serving 
in the Diocese of Renk in the Episcopal Church of Sudan, where 
she is a lecturer and chaplain at the Renk Theological College. 
This letter, dated October 19th, arrived too late for publication in 
the November edition of Nuggets.)�

 
 
 
 
 
 

(as of 10/31/2008) 
 

    YTD Budget Income                          $310,067.50 
    YTD Actual Income                           $310,508.18 
    YTD Budget Expense                        $303,597.60 
    YTD Actual Expense                        $304,138.01  

 

Fred Boelt reports that for the month of October, 
our Operating Budget was in the red by about 
$4,300.00. Again, this month, our pledge income 
fell short of the monthly amount budgeted, and 
our expenses ran just a bit over budget. However, 
over all, we continue to operate in the BLACK, 
and we ask that you help us continue that. We 
appreciate all of the volunteer energy at Hickory 
Neck that saves us a great amount of money and 
enables us to keep our expenses within budget. It 
is particularly important now, amid economic 
strife, to keep our program resources available to 
all to offer hope and encouragement. We are a 
people of faith, and our faith will show us the 
way to keep our light shining on our hill. And 
this light will send rays of warmth and hope to all 
whose faith may be wavering in the midst of ad-
versity.   
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At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to partici-
pate in everything freely, member or non-member. 
However, if you would like to become an official 
member of Hickory Neck, we want to make that 
happen for you. Simply call our office, 566-0276, 
or speak to Father Michael or Pastor Lauren. There 
are several ways to join. If you have not yet been 
baptized, we would be overjoyed to speak with you 
about receiving the Sacrament of Baptism. If you 
are already baptized, we can transfer you in as a 
baptized member, and if your letter of membership 
resides in another congregation, we can write them 
and affect the transfer. Official membership entitles 
a person to vote and stand as a candidate in parish 
elections, but making the commitment of member-
ship is also a good way to affirm your commitment 
to the mission of Jesus Christ in this place. 
 
In January of 2009 the Outreach Committee will be 
meeting to do some visioning work.  As Hickory 
Neck Church has grown, so has our Outreach 
work.  It's time for us to take a look forward and 
determine where we want to go from here.  If you 
have an interest in the work of the Outreach Com-
mittee, please contact Pastor Lauren at the church 
or by email (lmcdonald@hickoryneck.org). 
 
The Hickory Neck Pilgrims have been meeting this 
fall to discern where we should go on our first pil-
grimage.  The decision has been made to go to the 
Holy Land where we can walk in the places where 
Jesus walked.  Due to the recent economic situation 
we have decided to wait on the trip until the spring 
of 2010.  We are tentatively planning to go in late 
April.  The cost will probably be in the neighbor-
hood of $2800-3000 per person.  The next pilgrim-
age meeting will be in June of 2009, at which time 
we will begin making more definite plans.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Pastor Lauren. 
 
There is nothing as special as the sparkle in a 
child’s eyes on Christmas morning. This year as in 
years past, we will be supporting the Salvation 
Army and its Angel tree for needy children. Our 
Angel tree is  now in  the New Church Narthex with 

Editor’s note: This month we initiate the “New Arrivals” section of 
the Nuggets. This section will appear from time to time to com-
memorate the arrival of a new baby in the home of a parish family. 
We will be delighted to publish a family picture on these occasions. 
This will serve to introduce the whole family to the congregation 
and, perhaps, help  us match names to new or even familiar faces.   

�

New Arrivals 

The Kingsleys welcomed Gavin Steven into their fam-
ily on October 8th. Elizabeth  would  like to thank the 
Meals For Moms ministry for the delicious meals that 
were made for their family. She notes that everyone 
took time out of their busy schedules to cook and de-
liver meals, and it was especially nice not to have to 
think about dinner or grocery shop with a newborn. 

tags having an individual child’s name on each one de-
scribing what that child wishes.  Please return the gifts 
no later than December 8th.  Be sure to attach the Angel 
tag to the outside of the bag.  Please help our needy 
children in the Williamsburg/Toano Area so that they 
too will have that special sparkle in their eyes come 
Christmas morning! Any questions, call Nancy Snyder 
at 804-557-3175.  
 
Hickory Neck's very own cookbook, A Time for Feast-
ing, will be sold in the narthex at the conclusion of the 
8:00 a.m. service and between the 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 
a.m. services.  A Time for Feasting, which includes 
recipes, artwork, and poetry by Hickory Neck mem-
bers, is available for $20.  Get your copy while supplies 
last! 
 
Christmas Festival of Flowers  workers will be meeting 

�

 
Nugget Notes 
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   Editor: Nancy Snyder 
   Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney  
   Spotlight Reporters: Jim Izzo & Doug Smith 
   Production: Steve Snyder 
 
   January Deadline - December 15th  
 
   E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at  
      nansteve13@cox.net 

Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church 
8300 Richmond Road 
Toano, VA 23168 
 
Tel (757) 566-0276           Fax (757) 566-0081    
 

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

New Members 
 
   Steven and Elizabeth Kingsley and children  
      Jessica and Gavin 
   Todd and Renee Koob and Children Colin and 
      Aubree 
   Ned and Beth Pruitt and children Carter and Ellie 
 
Marriages 
 
   Susan Sander and Dennis Gardner 
 
Baptisms 
 
   Collin and Aubree Koob 

in the New Chapel Narthex Saturday, December 20th 
from 9:30 a.m. till 12 noon to assemble Christmas 
decorations. No experience necessary, jobs available 
for all levels of talent. Food will be provided. Help 
is also needed Sunday, after the 11:15 a.m. service 
to actually arrange the decorations and put up the 
trees. This will need to be done fairly quickly so as 
to be finished in time for the children’s Nativity pro-
gram. We will be decorating the Historic and New 
Chapels so there is a lot to do. Please contact Bar-
bara Laroche, 565-0122 or bmlaroche@aol.com if 
you have any questions. 
 
Many types of evergreens (pine, holly, magnolia, 
boxwood etc.) are needed for the Christmas decora-
tions. Please deliver on or before December 20th, to 
the back sacristy door of the New Chapel. 
 
Complete ministry reports from the Annual Meeting 
are available on our website, www.hickoryneck.org. 


