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�
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
With an odd mix of joy and sadness, I have 
accepted The Reverend Ann Dieterle’s  resig-
nation as Associate Rector of Hickory Neck, 
effective Sunday, March 30, 2008. Ann has 
accepted an associate position at The Church 
of the Holy Comforter in Kenilworth, Illinois, 
part of metropolitan Chicago. 
 
My sadness comes from an obvious source.  
Ann has been such an immense blessing  to 
me and to our whole Hickory Neck family.  
Her gifts have shined forth from the begin-
ning – in the pulpit, around the altar, beside 
the sick bed.  And those gifts have grown 
greatly over the past  two-and-a-half years.  
Looking back, it is hard to believe that Ann 
has matured so rapidly, or that her first days 
here were a mere few months after her 
graduation from seminary.   
 
What has made Ann’s presence among us so 
special is that she carries the peace of Christ 
in her heart, which continually bears for her 
and for us the holy fruit of love and wisdom.  
 
Just as Ann was our first full-time Associate 
Rector, this is our first experience of saying 
farewell to one, both as a parish and for me as 
a priest and Rector.  Like so many of the 
“firsts” that Hickory Neck has encountered 
over the years,  we  need  to  embrace  the  joy  
                  (continued on page 7)���

 
 

        �
 
Dear Friends,  
 
“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, and 
sorry I could not travel both.”  This image 
from Robert Frost’s poem has been dancing 
around in my head since I accepted a call to 
be Associate Rector at Holy Comforter in 
Kenilworth, Illinois.  To me it speaks of the 
paradox of both the joy and excitement that I 
feel in embarking on this new adventure, and 
the sadness I feel about leaving Hickory Neck 
and this community that I love so much. 
 
The sadness that I feel is a testimony to “that 
thing” that makes Hickory Neck so special.  
The same spirit that called so many of        
you here called me here as well.  You have 
been an important part of some of the       
most holy and important times in my life –  
my first call in my new vocation, my ordina-
tion to the priesthood, and those critical   
milestones that all new priests experience.  
And I have had the privilege to share impor-
tant moments with you, too.  What a blessing 
it is to share those happy moments like     
baptisms, marriages, graduations and retire-
ments.  And what an honor it is to share those 
not so happy moments, too -- when all there 
is to do is to be together and speak God’s 
words of love, comfort, peace and healing.  
And that’s not to mention the ‘everyday’   
joys that happen when disciples of Jesus  
work together to  bring the  Good News to the 
                (continued on page 9) 
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we will escape the fate of all who went before us, 
there’s no point to resurrection.  You could even say 
that our denial of death – not death in general, but our 
own personal inevitable death –  has caused us to trivi-
alize life itself.    
 
 Too often, we live like there will always be another 
tomorrow, as if we are somehow entitled to more of 
everything, including time.  We waste hour after hour 
in fruitless pursuits: carrying grudges, executing venge-
ance, nursing fear with clock-eating worry that pro-
vides nothing more than the illusion of control.  All of 
these, along with the astonishing array of entertainment 
and distraction that compete for our attention, contrib-

ute toward us taking life 
for granted.  It is almost 
as if we lack the cour-
age – or perhaps more 
accurately the aware-
ness – to be honest 
about the part of life we 
call death.  And that 
self-deceit prevents us 
from embracing a life of 
purposeful discipleship 
that actually provides 
for an abundant life.   
 

 So this Lent, I invite you to a holy observance of time, 
through the practice of Sabbath and through the self-
discipline of mind, body, and spirit.  Make the time to 
be present at one of our three services on Ash Wednes-
day – 7:00 a.m., 12 noon, or 7 p.m. – when we will im-
pose ashes and share in Holy Communion.  Spend an 
hour in fellowship over a meal on Wednesday nights, 
and learn more about what it means to be a Christian 
citizen.  Stick around an extra hour on Sunday, or come 
early, and hear a series of meditations entitled, “Yield: 
The Point of Lent.”  Reserve 15 minutes daily to repose 
in silence and seek the presence of God. 
 
 But whatever you do to make this season holy, find a 
way to reflect on your death, so that you can more fully 
enjoy the awesome miracle of God’s promise of resur-
rection and life eternal.    

�

Ashes 
 

The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

The weather these past few weeks has given me 
ample excuse to build fires on the little hearth in 
our kitchen.  Stephanie and I like to sit at our din-
ing table and work or read for pleasure by its 
warmth and glow.  Occasionally, I look up from 
my book to gaze at the flames.  Their dance across 
the spectrum of color can be quite captivating, but 
more recently, as I prepare for the arrival of Lent, 
I’ve been looking under the grate at the ashes that 
collect like snowfall beneath the inferno. 
 
Like the lovely snowstorm that incited my most 
recent spate of fires, the ashes are a reminder of 
how fragile and transient all of life can be.  The 
logs, consumed so 
quickly by the flame, 
reduced to almost noth-
ing in the time it takes 
me to read a mere 20 
pages, were once part of 
a mighty red oak, over 
80 feet tall and over two 
feet in diameter at its 
base.     
 
That may seem like a 
melancholy reflection as 
we approach Ash 
Wednesday, the annual occasion when we invite 
the faithful to gather for a smear of ash that serves 
as a reminder of our mutual mortality.  But from 
the perspective of a Christian, death is nothing to 
be feared, and certainly not a reality to be denied or 
simply ignored.   
 
Without death, the Christian faith wouldn’t be 
worth much.  No death, no resurrection.  In fact, it 
can be argued that we truly understand and appreci-
ate the reality of resurrection only to the extent we 
can be honest with ourselves and face up to the fact 
that all of us – every single one – will die someday: 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust.   
 
To the extent we manage to ignore death, or deny 
it, or delude ourselves into believing that somehow 
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Stepping into the spotlight this month are Mark and 
Judy Kintner who both retired two years ago from 
long careers in the military and moved to our area 
from northern Virginia.  Instead of choosing a lei-
surely retirement pace, they have immersed them-
selves in a busy schedule, pursuing many interests 
and making, in a short time, a meaningful impact on 
the mission of Hickory Neck. 
  
Mark hails from Kansas where, as a young boy, he 
experienced building a church from the ground up 
when his family left their Episcopal church and liter-
ally started a new church from scratch, building a 
new congregation and eventually a building. At one 
point during his 26 year Air Force career, Mark was 
stationed at Dover, Delaware where he served on his 
church's vestry and as a member of the clergy search 
committee.  Later, as an independent contractor with 
the government, he acquired expertise in coordinating 
business conferences, as well as an array of technical 
skills, both of which he put to good use when he be-
came the co-chairperson of the 2007 Fall Festival last 
September.   
 
Judy lived most  of  her early life in Florida  and  is  a  

graduate of Florida State University in Tallahassee.   
She bonded immediately with another well known 
graduate of that institution by the name of Pastor 
Ann.   Judy served a total of 30 years in the active 
Navy and the Navy Reserve. Judy has pursued her 
passion for painting all her life and is also a dedi-
cated maker of quilts as well as a creative writer of 
short stories and poetry. 
  
The couple met in 1995 in Cairo, Egypt where both 
were participating in an international, joint-service 
military exercise. After a number of years living and 
working in the DC area, they opted for a less stress-
ful lifestyle and chose Williamsburg for their retire-
ment years.  Along with their many interests here, 
they have numerous family ties all over the country.  
Judy has two daughters and Mark one daughter and 
two sons, along with three grandchildren and a fourth 
on the way next summer. 
  
Mark is an avid cyclist, hiker, fisherman, and 
bowler.  Mark's enjoyment of the outdoors continues 
at Hickory Neck where he works on the Building and 
Grounds Committee.  He helped with the restoration 
of the Historic Chapel, the refurbishing of the 
Wilkerson Education Center, and recently built a 
stone fire circle for the annual burning of the greens 
on Epiphany Sunday.  He serves as an usher and has 
taken on the enormous responsibility of the chair-
manship of the 2008 Fall Festival which will occur 
on the first Saturday in October this year.  Building 
on the expansions of the 2007 Festival, he aims to 
broaden the Silent Auction, bring in more drawing 
cards like the success of Dave’s Kettle Corn last fall, 
and make some changes to the food sale choices.  He 
feels that the hard work of last fall's Communication 
Committee resulted in greatly increased attendance 
from the wider community to put Hickory Neck's 
Fall Festival "on the map".  His goal for 2008 is to 
continue to broadcast the Hickory Neck spirit even 
wider next fall. 

 
Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 

 

� 
Spotlight on Mark & Judy Kintner 

 
Carol Goff  
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Judy assisted Mark's huge contribution of time and 
work to the 2007 Festival by acting as his "Jill of 
all Trades" who organized Bar-B-Que orders, di-
rected parking lot traffic, and jumped in to help 
wherever it was needed. 
  
Mark and Judy, your infusion of energy and enthu-
siasm to our church is uplifting. You have our 
heartfelt thanks and appreciation for contributing so 
much so soon to Hickory Neck. 

also over the last few weeks in the Epistle; that the 
January Sunday morning Christian formation time pe-
riod would be a less formal, question and answer for-
mat with clergy; that at the "Youthcharist" Sunday eve-
ning format the attendance, although fluctuating over 
the Christmas season, has enjoyed a positive response 
from HNC youth; and that she will be meeting with the 
Vestry liaison for Pastoral Care to talk about 2008 
goals.  The Rector submitted both his regular report and 
his 2007 year-end report to the Vestry.  He discussed 
issues that will come up during Diocesan Council in 
February and also details of the up-coming Vestry re-
treat.  The Vestry approved the purchase of a water-fed 
humidifier, after exhaustive research by the Buildings 
and Grounds committee which was able to find the ap-
propriate mechanism at a realistic price.  The Vestry 
will meet in Retreat at Chanco on January 25th and 26th. 
The next regular meeting of the Vestry will occur on 
Tuesday, February 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the Wilkinson 
Center.   

 
Vestry Highlights 

 
Eve Gee, Register 

The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assem-
bled in regular session on Tuesday, January 8, 
2008, in the Wilkinson Center.  The minutes of the 
December 11, 2007 Vestry meeting and the Treas-
urer’s report were both approved.  New Junior 
Warden Lauris Zeni reported that she was familiar-
izing herself with her new duties and would make 
reports at upcoming Vestry meetings.  Bill Teale 
made his first report as Senior Warden by request-
ing that Vestry liaison heads insure that those indi-
viduals who had filled out Time and Talent forms 
were engaged and active in those ministries in 
which they had expressed an interest and that new-
comers be made to feel welcome by inclusion in 
various activities, including Foyers groups.  Bill 
also praised the efforts of Don Seeterlin and his 
Buildings and Grounds team for the supervision 
and execution of the renovation of the Historic 
Chapel, due to be re-opened for celebratory wor-
ship on January 13.  In accordance with the provi-
sions of the By-Laws of Hickory Neck Church, 
Fred Boelt was reelected unanimously to another 
full term as Treasurer. The Associate Rector re-
ported that the Christian Formation schedule was 
published in the January edition of the Nuggets and  �

 
Growth Through Restoration 

 
Martha W. McCartney 

In 1912 the Reverend E. Ruffin 
Jones of Bruton Parish com-
menced campaigning for historic 
Hickory Neck Church, which had 
been converted into a school dur-
ing the nineteenth century, to be 
restored to use as an Episcopal 
house of worship.  Thanks to his 
persistence, the General Assem-
bly authorized the James City 

County School Board, which held the title to the prop-
erty, to convey it to the trustees of the Hickory Neck 
Protestant Episcopal Church.  Next, the Reverend Jones 
set about publishing a promotional pamphlet in which 
he appealed for funds to refurbish the old colonial 
building, rendering it usable. In words reminiscent of 
modern times, he noted that “The country about the old 
church is developing rapidly” and that “this old land-
mark is not only a historic witness to our faith but a 
House of Prayer for a growing community.”  
 
Thanks to the Reverend Jones’ efforts, regular worship 
services resumed at Hickory Neck Church in 1915. It 
was then that a sacristy was added to the Church’s  
north end  and a small covered porch was erected at the  
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main entrance. Fragments of Colonel Lawrence 
Taliaferro’s tombstone were embedded in the ce-
ment flooring of the new porch.  B. W.  Fenton 
built and installed the chancel rail and fabricated 
pews. Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad officials 
agreed to allow the “fast train” to stop at Toano on 
Sundays so that a minister from Williamsburg could 
conduct services at Hickory Neck.  
  
A proud moment came in 1917 when Hickory Neck 
Church was re-consecrated by Bishop Beverley 
Dandridge Tucker and fully restored to ecclesiasti-
cal use.  It was around that time that members of 
the congregation donated silver that was melted 
down and made into a chalice and paten.  Colonial-
style lighting fixtures (the ones still in use) were 
installed in the church in 1927 and by that time, 
services were being held at Hickory Neck through-
out the year.  

 

February 
Celebrations 

�
Birthdays�

   1   -   Judy Hodges 
   1   -   Ted Ramsaur 
   1   -   Kim Claytor 
   2   -   Geraldine Kent 
   2   -   Jim McGee 
   2   -   Lucy Purse 
   2   -   Sara Seeterlin 
   3   -   Ron Kindley 
   5   -   Emma Delk 
   7   -   Christine Hanlon 
   8   -   Abigail Hanlon 
 11   -   Laura Kindley�

 14   -   Jean Jundt 
 16   -   Coleman Ragsdale 
 19   -   Bob Gay 
 19   -   Bruce Manning 
 21   -   Connie Boswell 
 22   -   Tara Best 
 25   -   Vic Shumaker 
 26   -   Fred Boelt 
 27   -   Ann Lipp 
 28   -   Adam Lemos 
 29   -   Kathy Arcement 
 29   -   Alan Zoellner�

�
Anniversaries�

                           6   -   Joan & Dave Forrest  
                           8   -   Joanne and James Izzo 
                         13   -   Patty Kipps & John Greenman 
                         14   -   Terry & Chuck Hunter 
                         20   -   Nancye & Bill Morris 
                         14   -   Sharon & David Ware 
                         22   -   Maureen & Ben Field 
                         25   -   Beverly & Ridge Kemp�

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are  not 
listed above, please  send the appropriate information to  nan-
steve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.    �

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to partici-
pate in everything freely, member or non-member.  
However, if you would like to become an official 
member of Hickory Neck, we want to make that 
happen for you.  Simply call our office, 566-
0276, or speak to Father Michael or Pastor Ann.  
There are several ways to join.  If you have not yet 
been baptized, we would be overjoyed to speak 
with you about receiving the Sacrament of Bap-
tism.  If you are already baptized, we can transfer 
you in as a baptized member, and if your letter of 
membership resides in another congregation,  we  
can  write  them and affect the transfer.  Official 
membership entitles a person to vote and stand as a 
candidate in parish elections, but making the com-
mitment of membership is also a good way to af-
firm your commitment to the mission of Jesus 
Christ in this place.  
 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be in the Nar-
thex February 5, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. Sign up sheets 
are in the Wilkinson Center and the Narthex for 
both  helping with the  Pancake Supper and  signing 
up to attend.  

(continued on page 7)  

�
Nugget 
Notes 
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On Wednesday, January 23rd, the Commission on 
Ministry recommended Bob Gay to Bishop Bu-
chanan for admission as a postulant for the Holy 
Order of Deacons.  This status stands as a symbol 
of the significant progress Bob has made discerning 
his most recent vocation.   
 
Bob’s search to discover God’s precise desire for 
his life and ministry has been an effort spanning 
multiple communities and many years.  Before re-
tiring to Williamsburg, Bob was already in discern-
ment with his home parish in the Diocese of Mary-
land.  After returning to the area, Bob entered the 
Ordination Exploration Program of our Diocese, a 
process of careful prayer and scrutiny by self and 
others.  Special lay discernment teams, both at 
Hickory Neck and at St. Stephen’s, Newport News, 
where Bob recently served a three-month intern-
ship, have confirmed Bob’s discernment that God 
is calling him to service as a vocational deacon. 
 
Bob richly deserves our congratulations, but also 
needs our continuing prayers.  As I told him on the 
way back from Chanco on Wednesday, “Bob, 
you’re a base runner between second and third.  
The third base coach in waving you home, but no-
body knows what could happen between here and 
safety at the plate.”  In fact, it will take approxi-
mately two more years of rigorous study and con-
versation before final approval is given for Bob’s 
ordination.  Please keep him and Esther in your 
prayers during this period of intense reflection and 
learning. 
 
For those unfamiliar with what vocational deacons 
do, they comprise one of four orders within the 
Church, along with laity, priests, and bishops.  Dea-
cons exercise a ministry of service to the world.  
Deacons also exercise a vital ministry within the 
Church.  Liturgically, deacons read the Gospel, 
begin the Confession, set and clear the altar table 
before and after Communion, and give the Dis-
missal. Perhaps their most important ministry, 
though, is helping open up the Church for the  
world,  and helping the Church open up to embrace 

the world.  Deacons practice a prophetic ministry: not 
of the future-telling variety, but the type of prophetic 
ministry that speaks the truth to power and never lets 
the Church forget the fervent compassion Jesus had for 
“the least of these”. [Matthew 25]   
 
As such, deacons enter the mission field to serve.  The 
original Greek word we translate as “deacon” actually 
means “servant.”  Where are you most likely to find a 
faithful deacon?  In prisons, at homeless shelters, in 
hospices and hospitals, mental institutions, and in the 
halls of power, advocating for the needs of the ignored 
and forgotten in our society.     
 
For those unfamiliar with The Commission on Minis-
try, this body is appointed by the Bishop, and their ap-
pointments are confirmed by the Diocesan Annual 
Council.  An equal number of clergy and laity meet 
quarterly to interview and discuss those who aspire to 
Holy Orders.  (Bob was classified an “aspirant” before 
being recommended as a “postulant.”)  Each member 
brings unique experiences and perspective.  Together, 
they exercise discernment on our behalf, taking into 
careful consideration the advice they receive from the 
aspirants’ home clergy, lay discernment committees, 
and Vestry.  The Reverend Ann Dieterle was appointed 
to the Commission on Ministry shortly after arriving at 
Hickory Neck.      

�

Parishioner Takes Major Step 
Toward Ordination 

�

 The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

�

A Christian Citizen: 
The Gospel and Public Policy 

 
The Reverend Ann Dieterle 

Religion and politics: the two 
subjects we’re supposed to avoid 
at the dinner table! And we’re 
going to mix both of them in our 
Lenten Program for 2008. It’s 
challenging to discern how to 
live as Christians in our culture. 
At one extreme, there are some 
who propose a strictly private 

faith that does not leave the home or the church build-
ing. At the other extreme, there are those who believe 
that America is a Christian nation, and that all public 
policy should flow from one view of a Christian politi-
cal reality. And then there is the infinite spectrum that 
falls somewhere between these two poles.  
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Yield 
 

The Point of Lent 
 

  Tired of life in the fast lane? 
Maybe a bit too fond of the rush? 
  Yield for the presence of God. 

 
Yield is a series of three meditations to be of-
fered by the Reverend Michael Delk on Sunday 
morning at 10:15 a.m., February 17th, 23rd and 
March 2nd. 
 
 I. Lento 
 II. Be Aware 
 III. Perceive 
 
In the 1st meditation, we will talk about the ram-
pant pace of life, and consider some practical 
disciplines that can help us move off the tread-
mill and into God's Sabbath.  The 2nd meditation 
involves how slowing down can help us be more 
aware.  The 3rd meditation on perception in-
volves how things look differently once we slow 
down enough to notice them. 

Where do we find ourselves in this continuum? 
What would Jesus say about our faith and our pub-
lic life? If we believe that faith should impact pub-
lic policy, then how do we navigate those rough 
waters, allowing our faith to influence how we live 
in the public square, but still maintaining the sepa-
ration of Church and State? 
 
Come join us each Wednesday in Lent. We will 
explore the Scriptures as well as contemporary texts 
to find both old and new wisdom on this subject. 
Questions to be considered include: health care and 
medical ethics; business and the economy; the vot-
ing booth; welfare; and, foreign policy. Following 
are the dates and schedule: February 13th, 20th, and 
27th, March 5th and March 12th. At 6:00 p.m. we 
will have a simple supper; 6:30 p.m. the program; 
and 7:00 p.m. the Evensong. 

Michael’s Letter 
(continued from page 1) 

 
of this moment.   
 
My joy is manifold.  I have learned all that I can 
about the parish Ann will start serving on April 
20th. It is a high quality congregation, led by a Rec-
tor with nearly 30 years experience in the priest-
hood.  (By the way, I told him to treat Ann right, or 
he’d have 400 screaming Virginians and one hop-
ping-mad Kentuckian on his doorstep.  He can de-
cide of which to be more frightened.)   
 
This new adventure will, by God’s grace, take 
Ann’s growth as a person and priest beyond her 
experiences at Hickory Neck.  However, that 
growth will happen because of the loving founda-
tion laid by Hickory Neck, and we can feel joy and 
a certain measure of pride in the  role we have col-
lectively played in helping Ann to this point in her 
life and ministry.     
 
As we say our farewells, and prepare for Ann’s fi-
nal departure, please keep her in your prayers.  It’s 
never easy to leave a parish, and there are so many 
unknowns and fresh challenges to face.  Yet also be 
aware that the Personnel Committee and I are al-
ready scheduling  interviews with  possible succes-
sors, so that Hickory Neck can have another first: 
its first smooth succession from one Associate Rec-
tor to another.  We’ll keep you posted on that.  In 
the meantime,  please  take time to  share  with Ann 

Nugget Notes 
(continued from page 5) 

 
On Ash Wednesday, February 6th, there will be an 
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist at 7:00 a.m., 
12:00 noon, and 7:00 p.m.  
 
The date for this year's Eighth Annual Fall Festival 
has been set for Saturday, October 4, 2008. The pro-
ceeds will again be used to benefit various local chari-
ties, as determined by the Hickory Neck Outreach 
Committee. Included will be charities such as the An-
gels of Mercy Clinic, Faith in Action, and Vibrant 
Life. The success of last year's Fall Festival was due 
in a large part  to the generous support provided by so 

(continued on page 9) 

how her ministry has touched your life.  Those mo-
ments of kindness are the greatest gift we can offer 
her as she moves away to another loving home.  
 
   Michael +            
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Becoming a member at Hickory Neck is easy. 
 
There are four ways to do it: 
 
   1.    be baptized  
   2. if you’re already baptized, be confirmed                 
(confirmed members of any Eastern Orthodox        
tradition, the Roman Catholic Church, or the        
ELCA cannot be re-confirmed as Episcopalians)  
   3.  if you’re already confirmed or don’t want to be, 
join via Letter of Transfer by notifying Hope Brans, 
566-0276 or hbrans@hickoryneck.org, with informa-
tion on where your membership currently resides  
   4.  if you don’t know where your membership cur-
rently resides, we can transfer you in as a baptized 
person without a letter of transfer. 
 
Let us know which way best suits your situation, and 
we’ll make it happen whenever you’re ready.  Becom-
ing a member at Hickory Neck is easy. 
 
However, being a member can be challenging, be-
cause Membership = privileges + responsibilities. If 
you are currently a member of Hickory Neck, or you 
choose to make that commitment someday, we en-
courage you to participate in what we call “practices 
of discipleship.”  These practices will largely benefit 
you, but with you as a strong member, the parish will 
become stronger as well. There are six primary prac-
tices of discipleship: 
 
   1.  Worship 
   2.  Study 
   3.  Service 
   4.  Fellowship 
   5.  Prayer 
   6. Stewardship 
�
Worship occurs very regularly at Hickory Neck.  In 
fact, in a single year, we offer over 200 services at 
various days and times, most on Sunday.  Gathering as 
a community for worship has its roots in the New Tes-
tament itself.  It is simply indispensable to a solid path 
of discipleship.  There are no “solitary” Christians.  
Even cloistered monks worship with their community 
on a daily basis.  

Study of scripture and other edifying materials helps 
us better understand the faith we share in Jesus 
Christ.  Hickory Neck Church offers a variety of 
classes on Sunday morning and throughout the week, 
both day and night, taught by clergy and laity.  One 
of the great things about Hickory Neck -- and the 
Episcopal Church in general -- is that it is a “thinking 
person’s” Church.  We don’t tell you what to think, 
or how, but instead we encourage you to allow the 
Spirit of Christ to guide you in the context of commu-
nity. 
 
Service is a core value of the Christian faith.  Jesus 
himself washed the disciples’ feet (John 13) before 
eating his last supper with them.  Service can occur 
within our parish community, or outside it.  There are 
literally dozens of ways to include service as part of 
your walk with Christ, including outreach activities 
among the needy of our area and beyond; pastoral 
care of fellow members through a variety of means; 
work on a worship guild; and on and on and on.  
Check our newly renovated websi te, 
www.hickoryneck.org, for more opportunities to get 
involved and get connected with others. 
 
Fellowship draws us closer together as a faith family.  
Often in the Gospels, Jesus is shown simply enjoying 
a meal or a special celebration with his friends and 
neighbors.  We do that frequently at Hickory Neck 
Church.  Worship, study, and service can certainly be 
tons of fun.  But fellowship activities are designed for 
the sole purpose of enjoying each other’s companion-
ship. 
 
Prayer is absolutely essential for a healthy Christian.  
There’s no right or wrong way to do it, except not at 
all.  Prayer helps us connect with God in solitude and 
silence.  Much healing, wisdom, and peace can be 
gained from 15 minutes daily. 
 
Stewardship involves how we  use the  gifts God has 
given us.  Time is perhaps one of the most precious 
resources we have available, because it is completely 
non-renewable.  How do you share your time with 
others in self-giving, life-giving ways?  Perhaps you 
have a particular gift you could  share through  one of 
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Becoming & Being a Member of Hickory Neck 
 

The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk�
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        (as of 12/31/2007)  
    YTD Budget Income   $341,257.00  
      YTD Actual Income    $339,290.23  
      YTD Budget Expenses   $341,257.00      

           YTD Actual Expenses      $344,090.91  
                                    Loan Balances                            $575,246.00  
            (as of 1-1-08) 

 
 

the aforementioned ministries.  Of course, money en-
ters into the equation, too.  Most of our waking hours 
are devoted to exchanging our time and talent into 
cash.  With the financial support of our members, 
Hickory Neck’s mission can thrive. 
 
Of course, to be a member, you don’t have to do any of 
these things, but then you have to ask yourself, “Why 
am I a member?” or “Why do I want to become one?” 
What does membership in something mean, if you 
aren’t willing to give yourself to it freely?  If the path 
of Christian discipleship really leads to salvation, both 
now and in the hereafter, shouldn’t it be a major prior-
ity? Think and pray on these things, especially as we 
approach this reflective season of Lent. 
 
We encourage you to commit to Christ through your 
membership in our parish, or by becoming a member.  
But member or not, we hope you will live out your 
faith in Jesus Christ through these practices of disciple-
ship. 

Chicago area has many great opportunities for per-
sonal and professional development.  I should say 
that I’m hoping Fred will sell me some wool from 
the next time he shears his sheep – I’m going to need 
it during those cold Chicago winters! 
 
There is much more to be said in the weeks between 
now and my last day on March 30th  – much more 
than could be shared in this format.  So for now I 
will close by saying that I am grateful for the journey 
that I’ve traveled with you so far, and grateful for the 
road that is still before us to travel together.  There is 
much work to be done between now and then!  As 
our friend Robert Frost says in another favorite poem 
– “I have promises to keep, and miles to go before I 
sleep.” 
 
   Ann + 

�
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Marriages 
 

Kristin Adsit 
& 

David Baum 

Ann’s Letter 
(continued from page 1) 

 
Church and to the world. 
 
Mixed in with this sadness is my excitement about the 
adventure that lies before me.  Holy Comforter is a 
good parish.  When I first saw the position advertised, 
I visited their website where there is a picture of the 
rector in the pulpit – dressed up as ‘the grinch who 
stole Christmas.’  There is a similarity of spirit that 
exists there that brings me both great hope and peace 
as I march forward.  I will serve with a staff that in-
cludes three clergy and four other full-time program 
staff.  There are approximately 900 members there and 
they have a preschool on-site.  The campus is located 
approximately two blocks west of the beach (although 
this Florida girl is still getting used to the idea of beach 
and lake going  together!).   Outside of  parish life,  the 

Nugget Notes 
(continued from page 7) 

 
many of Hickory Neck's parishioners – which we 
hope to repeat again this year! So mark your calen-
dars to attend this year's festival, but more impor-
tantly, consider becoming one of the many "faces" of 
the Fall Festival to help make it another huge suc-
cess! More information on the required areas of sup-
port will be forthcoming as the Fall Festival draws 
nearer. Please contact Mark Kintner for more infor-
mation.  
 
To date over fifty families have responded to the 
“Nuggets by Email” article that appeared in the Janu-
ary edition of Nuggets and the last few E-pistles. If 
you want to join this group of environmental stew-
ards (who are also saving the church postage costs) 
and receive your future copies of Nuggets via email, 
just send an email to nansteve13@cox.net asking that 
you be added to the Nuggets email distribution list. 
Also,  please send  a copy of  your  email  to Hope in  
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NUGGETS STAFF  

   Editor: Nancy Snyder 
   Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney  
   Spotlight Reporters: Carol Goff  
   Production: Steve Snyder 
 
   March Deadline - February 15th  
 
   E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at  
      nansteve13@cox.net 

Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church 
8300 Richmond Road 
Toano, VA 23168 
 
Tel (757) 566-0276           Fax (757) 566-0081    
 

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

the church office (hbrans@hickoryneck.org). If you 
do not have a computer, or you just do not want to 
receive your Nuggets via email, a printed copy will 
still be available for you.  
 
Judaism in the Time of Jesus will be taught by Mi-
chael Daise, Ph.D. on Tuesday evening from 7:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Narthex on the following 
dates: February 19th and 26th, March 4th, 11th and 
18th.   This class will provide a survey of the reli-
gious environment in the Middle East at the time of 
Jesus’ ministry.  Michael Daise is Associate Profes-
sor and Acting Chair in the Department of Religious 
Studies at the College of William and Mary, where 
he teaches courses on Formative Judaism and Chris-
tian Origins.  His area of expertise is Judaism from 
the 4th century BC to the 3rd century AD, and 
Christianity from Jesus to Constantine.  Since 1997 
he has been doing a great deal of research in Jerusa-
lem.  He was a Fulbright Fellow to Hebrew Univer-
sity in 1998-99, the Annual Professor at the William 
F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research in 
2004-2005 and in the spring of 2009 will be the 
Catholic Biblical Association Visiting Professor to 
the École Biblique et Archéologique Française de 
Jérusalem. 
 
Our next Movie Night will be Friday, February 29th. 
This event begins at 6:00 p.m. with a covered dish 
supper and the movie will start at 6:30 p.m. This 
month’s movie is Amazing Grace. Come join us! 

weekend before Valentine’s Day.  On February 9th, you 
will have all the love of Valentine’s Day, with none of the 
holiday crowds! 
 
We will have refreshments and activities, and the youth 
group and their adult advisors will be working together to 
provide a loving and safe environment for the children. 
The cost is $15 for one child, and $5 for each additional 
child in a family.  The money we raise is part of the youth 
group outreach activities and will go towards Lauren 
Stanley’s mission in the Sudan. Drop-off will begin at 
6:00 p.m., with pick-up no later than 9:00 p.m.  Please 
sign-up on the kiosk in the Narthex or by e-mailing Ann 
Dieterle no later than Wednesday, February 6th. We hope 
to see you there! 

�

Parents Night Out 
 

The Reverend Ann Dieterle�

On Saturday, February 9th, the youth group is proud 
to sponsor “Parent’s Night Out.” This is both a fun 
fellowship  activity  for youth  and  children and  an 
opportunity  for  parents  to  have  a  date  night  the  �

The newly renovated Historic Chapel in the first snow of 2008.  


