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Five Eucharist, January 13th, Historic Chapel  

 
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

It will likely never happen again.  That’s how 
special our re-opening of the Historic Chapel 
will be.  In a single Sunday, we will celebrate 
Eucharist five times: 8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 
10:15 a.m., 11:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  All of 
them – every single one – will be held in the 
Historic Chapel so that everybody has a 
chance to wor-
ship in that 
newly restored 
space on a 
Sunday morn-
ing as soon as 
possible.   
 
Every Eucha-
rist will be 
pretty much 
the way it al-
ways is, except 
for the 10:15 
a.m., which 
will be espe-
cially designed 
for families 
with children; 
in fact, the “sermon” at 10:15 a.m. will be a 
story told with Godly Play materials, just as 
it’s done upstairs in the Wilkinson Center 
every Sunday with our toddlers and elemen-
tary age kids.   
 
Of course, part of the reason we’re having an 
extra Eucharist that Sunday morning is that 
we’d be awfully crowded at 9:00 a.m., be-
cause we have made some changes to the His- 

toric Chapel that will reduce its seating capac-
ity considerably.  For instance, we’ve re-
moved a pew on each side of the nave, so that 
we could space the pews out more.  We did 
this to make seating easier for people with 
mobility issues, and to give people over 5’6” 
a chance to kneel in their pew, if they so de-

sire.  I won’t 
catalog all of the 
new features 
here, but be 
aware that it 
won’t look ex-
actly the same as 
it did before. 
 
There won’t be 
any cracks in the 
wall plaster.  It 
doesn’t smell 
quite as musty.  
The wainscoting 
and the reredos 
(the wall behind 
the altar) are 
white, not yel-

low.  The pew cushions will be burgundy, 
instead of light blue.  The blue carpet in the 
chancel/sanctuary area has been removed and 
the flooring underneath reconditioned, along 
with all the flooring in the nave.  The wall 
sconces have been polished, and the chande-
liers boiled clean of old wax and repainted, 
but they’ll be right back where you remember 
them, along with the flags of those principali-
ties which once held sway over this property 
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– only to fade away as the Church endured.      
 
I know that these changes may not meet every-
body’s expectations, and will take some getting 
used to.  But as of this writing, I’ve seen enough to 
be convinced that the final product will be beauti-
ful.  Our thanks go to the intrepid team that has 
diligently overseen the restoration of the Historic 
Chapel:  Martha McCartney, Fred Boelt, Don 
Seeterlin, Bill Teale, and Ben Field.   
 
I hope you will make a special effort to be present 
at one of our five Eucharist on Sunday, January 
13th.  It promises to be a real treat.   

with Bob Gay as part of the process of his aspirancy to 
the ordained Vocational Diaconate in accordance with 
the Canons of the Episcopal Church. Father Michael 
and the Vestry participated in the release of outgoing 
Vestry members from their duties with thanks and best 
wishes. Father Michael and the Vestry subsequently 
participated in the commissioning of in-coming Vestry 
members.  Subsequently, the Rector and the Vestry 
commissioned Lauris Zeni as Junior Warden and Bill 
Teale as Senior Warden.  The Associate Rector re-
ported that the winter and Lenten adult formation 
schedule is being prepared and will be published in the 
January edition of the Nuggets; that Mother Lauren 
Stanley challenged the youth at the first Sunday night 
"Youthcharist" on December 2nd to raise $2,500 for the 
mission in Sudan by Easter; and that the final 2007 
"Ministering to the Ministers" retreats were held and 
survey feedback was positive and helpful for 2008 pro-
gram planning.  The Rector reviewed various docu-
ments and schedules to be used by the Vestry in 2008 
and reminded Vestry members of the Vestry Retreat at 
Chanco on January 25 and 26, 2008.  Father Michael 
will conduct a Vestry Member Orientation session for 
new Vestry members just prior to Christmas.  The Ves-
try received reports from the Stewardship and Pastoral 
Care committees. The next Vestry meeting will be on 
Tuesday, January 8th at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Vestry Highlights 

 
Eve Butler-Gee, Register 

The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assem-
bled in regular session on Tuesday, December 11, 
2007, in the Wilkinson Center.  The minutes of the 
November 13, 2007 Vestry meeting and the Treas-
urer’s report were both approved.  Bill Teale made 
his final report as Junior Warden by discussing the 
positive and rewarding aspects of his tenure and by 
paying tribute to outgoing Senior Warden, Fred 
Boelt, for his collegiality and invaluable contribu-
tion as Senior Warden.  Bill gave an optimistic and 
enthusiastic outlook for the forthcoming year in the 
life of the Parish.  Fred Boelt also made his final 
report as Senior Warden by reporting on the on-
going renovation of the Historic Chapel and on the 
positive response to the addresses made by Father 
Michael, Bill Teale and himself at the Annual Par-
ish Meeting on December 9th.  Fred expressed his 
thanks to Bill Teale and Vestry members for their 
support and cooperation during his tenure as Senior 
Warden.  Fred will continue to attend Vestry meet-
ings in his capacity as Treasurer. The Reverend Bill 
Jones, deacon in the Diocese of Southern Virginia 
and mentor to Bob Gay, conducted an instructive 
overview of the Vestry's role in conducting a  forth-
coming  Vestry  Ordination  Exploration  Interview �

 
Nominations for Diocesan Bishop 

Close January 31st   
 

The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

If you would like to nominate someone for considera-
tion as the 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Vir-
ginia, you have until January 31st to obtain his or her 
consent and submit your nomination form.  Simply go 
to www.svabishop.org, where you can review our di-
ocesan profile, which gives an idea of the type of per-
son we’re looking for in a new bishop.  Nomination 
forms can also be downloaded from the site, or you can 
nominate someone on-line.   
 
Think back to priests you have known in the past, and 
ask yourself, “Would that cleric make a good leader of 
our diocese?”  The answer could be, “Yes!”  Your ini-
tiative now could make a huge impact for our diocese 
in the future.  It only takes a few minutes to contact 
your prospective nominee, brow-beat/arm-twist/sweet-
talk said nominee, and then complete the paperwork.  
Thanks!   
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The wrapping paper is 
all cleaned up, the holi-
day travel season is 
winding down, most of 
our family and holiday 
guests are gone, and 
Christmas is fading into 
memory.  And although 
the 12 days of Christ-
mas aren’t officially 
over yet (they culmi-
nate on January 6th with 
Epiphany or 12th Night, 
and the burning of the 
greens) I’ve probably 
already broken most of 

my New Year’s resolutions.  Note to myself next year 
-- don’t resolve to eat less chocolate. 
 
On a serious note, one of the resolutions I always 
make is to take on a new discipline or renew an old 
one that will bring me closer to Jesus and strengthen 
my relationship with God.  I do this on a seasonal 
basis -- in January, in Lent, and again in Advent.  
This process helps me examine my life at a time of 
the year when I’m in a reflective mood anyway -- as I 
usually am following the holidays.  I remember where 
I was and what I was doing this time last year, and I 
think and pray about where I want to be, and where 
God wants me to go in the months ahead.  It’s a jour-
ney of perspective and renewal at an otherwise cold 
and dormant time of the year.   
 
I encourage you to join me in this journey, and to take 
on a new discipline, or renew a discipline that has 
been fruitful for you in the past.  To that end, we have 
several offerings in the coming months that will help 
you on your journey.  Some of them are more educa-
tional and focus on building our knowledge in a spe-
cific area; some of them are formational and focus 
mainly  on  prayer or draw from our life experience -- 

although the two are never mutually exclusive. 
 
Whatever this New Year brings for you, and what-
ever path of discipleship you are on; remember that 
life is not measured by what we can acquire or ac-
complish in a day, a week, a year or a lifetime.  Life 
is found in the love that we share with God and with 
each other. 
 
Adult Formation Schedule 
 
Winter 2008 -- Sunday Morning 
 
“Theological Perspectives on Current Events” will 
be held on Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. in the 
Wilkinson Center on January 6th, 20th  and 27th . In 
these informal sessions, a member of the clergy will 
talk about current issues that impact the life of faith.  
Questions will be highly encouraged. 
 
Diocesan Council Wrap-Up will be held on February 
3rd, 10:15 a.m. in the Wilkinson Center. 
 
Weekday Activities 
 
Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study led by Ms. 
Mary Brittain takes place Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Narthex. This is a continuing study and fellow-
ship group.   
 
“Celtic Spirituality and the Wisdom of the Celtic 
Saints” will be led by Ms. Eve Gee on Wednesday 
evening from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on January 9th, 
16th, 23rd and 30th. Join Eve Butler-Gee for a four-
week overview of Celtic Christianity, including the 
development of Celtic Christianity, modern Celtic 
spirituality, prayer, and worship styles.  The course 
will include a review of the lives of some of the early 
Celtic saints,  and end  with  an  example of  a Celtic  

(continued on page 5) 

 
Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 

 

� 
Journeying  Through Winter 

 
The Reverend Ann Dieterle                   
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   1   -   Allyson Houser 
   3   -   Quinn Casheros 
   3   -   Lindsey Cicero 
   3   -   Charles Hunter 
   4   -   Nicoleen Dodd 
   4   -   Buddy Matthews 
   4   -   Marilyn Hughes 
   4   -   Joy Marie Wade 
   5   -   Marta Zoellner 
   6   -   Larry Arcement 
   6   -   Chris Smack 
   6   -   Katrina Buckley 
   7   -   Kathryn Parsons 
   8   -   Tom Martin 
 12   -   Gayle Bangert 
  

Would you like to save the church 
money and practice environmental 
stewardship at the same time? 
Every parishioner who agrees to 
receive their monthly edition of 
Nuggets via email (as a .pdf file) 
will save the church office the pa-
per and copying costs, as well as 
the labor involved in printing, col-
lating, folding, addressing and 
stamping their copy. In addition, of 
course, the church will save on 
postage; which varies with the num-
ber of pages. At the same time, 
you’ll have the benefit of seeing 
and printing (if you have a color 
printer) each edition in full color. 
Granted, you can already see Nug-
gets in color by going to the Hick-
ory Neck web page, but up until 
now you’ve had to remember to do 
that. If you sign up to receive your 
Nuggets via email, you’ll have a 
monthly reminder to download it. 
 
All you have to do is send an   
email to nansteve13@cox.net,    
asking  that you be added to         
the Nuggets email distribution list. 
Also, please send  a copy of your 
email  to   Hope   in the church of-
fice (hbrans@hickoryneck.org). 
We’ll add you to the list and reduce 
the number of printed copies ac-
cordingly. 
 
If you don’t have a computer, or 
you just do not want to receive your 
Nuggets via email, a printed copy 
will still be available for you. 
 
This may not seem like a big thing, 
but we have the potential to save 
the church as much as $100 a 
month in postage costs alone! 

�

January 
Celebrations�

 
Birthdays 

 12   -   Wanda Adsit 
 15   -   Marie Wilkinson 
 16   -   Kathryn Bridewell 
 17   -   James Tull 
 18   -   Lauren Bridewell 
 18   -   Rebecca Zoellner 
 19   -   Rylie Baum  
 19   -   Harry Brown 
 19   -   Frank Somloi 
 20   -   James Deal 
 22   -   Robin Seeterlin 
 23   -   Joan Whitla 
 24   -   Chris Casheros 
 27   -   Tom Guntherberg 
 28   -   Jane O’Neal 
 

�
Anniversaries 

                                  4   -   Penny & Joe Orth 
                                15   -   Ambler & George Loving 
                                23   -   Jodi & Shawn Paul 
                                25   -   Laurie & Roland Todd 
                                31   -   Phyllis & Don Faas 

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are  not listed 
above, please  send the appropriate information to  nansteve13@cox.net 
or call us at (804) 557-3175.     

�

Nuggets By Email 
 

Steve Snyder 



�

�

�����������
�������
�������������
���������
����

Journey Through Winter 
(continued from page 3) 

 
pilgrimage to Northumbria and Scotland.  A Bibliog-
raphy will be furnished in advance of the course.  A 
sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the narthex.  Sign-up 
is not required but will assist in planning and repro-
duction of materials. 
  
We will be introducing Friday Night Movie Night on 
Friday, January 11th. This will be a once a month 
event.  We will begin with a potluck supper at 6:00 
p.m. and the movie will start promptly at 6:30 p.m.  
There will be a discussion afterwards about Christian 
themes and values found in the film.  Movies will be 
announced one month in advance.  The film will be 
Field of Dreams, starring Kevin Costner (exploring 
the themes of call and reconciliation).  All ages are 
welcome. We’ll try it for a few months, and if the in-
terest is there, we’ll make it a regular feature of our 
life together. 
 
“ Centering Prayer “ will be led by the Reverend Ann 
Dieterle. This group will gather on Thursday morning 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Historic Chapel 
beginning February 7th. In our first few sessions we 
will learn about Centering Prayer – what it is, what it 
is not, and the method of the prayer.  While one hour 
is allowed for the practice, we will begin with shorter 
periods of prayer and close with a brief Bible Study or 
period of ‘spiritual sharing” depending on the group’s 
desire. 
 
A brief description of Centering Prayer is below.  Re-
sources about Centering Prayer include: Open Mind, 
Open Heart by Thomas Keating; Centered Living by 
Father Basil Pennington; and, An Invitation to Center-
ing Prayer also by Father Basil Pennington.  
 
Centering Prayer is a method of prayer, which pre-
pares us to receive the gift of God's presence, tradi-
tionally called contemplative prayer.  It consists of 
responding to the Spirit of Christ by consenting to 
God’s presence and action within. It furthers the de-
velopment of contemplative prayer by quieting our 
faculties to cooperate with the gift of God’s presence.  
 
Lenten Programs 
 
There will be a program each Wednesday during Lent 
on February 13th, 20th, 27th, March 5th and March 12th.. 
Please see the Nuggets insert for more detailed infor-
mation.�

“Judaism in the Time of Jesus” will be taught by 
Michael Daise, Ph.D. on Tuesday evening from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on February 19th and 26th, 
March 4th, 11th and 18th.  . More information will be 
coming soon. 

 
Four Months in Eight Days 

 
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

On Sunday, December 9th at our Annual Parish 
Meeting, Fred Boelt rose before a packed nave and 
shared in no uncertain terms a significant fiscal 
challenge facing Hickory Neck.  For 2008, we owe 
roughly $60,000 on our mortgage, or approximately 
$5,000 each month, but had no revenue stream to 
meet the demand. 
 
Within eight days of his address, the parish had 
given enough to cover the mortgage for the first 
four months of 2008.  For the mathematically chal-
lenged, that’s over $20,000.  That number isn’t 
what was pledged.  That number is in our bank ac-
count labeled “Building Fund” right now. Amazing. 
 
My first reaction was surprise and delight.  Then, 
after pausing to reflect, I felt silly for being sur-
prised.  By now I should know what kind of parish 
this is.  Time and again, the people of Hickory Neck 
have risen to the occasion.  This latest episode of 
generosity is just another in a sequence of graceful 
events in the life of our faith family. 
 
Thank you, and thanks to Fred for a wonderful ad-
dress.  The parts I heard, before the clergy and staff 
were asked to exit the meeting briefly, delivered an 
honest sense of urgency, without causing alarm.  
And the three minute standing ovation Fred re-
ceived for his tough truth-telling was evidence to 
me that whatever was said in my absence was well 
received by those gathered. 
 
Of course, we’re only about one-third of the way 
home on this mortgage for 2008.  If you can help, 
please contact us.  Gifts both big and small are wel-
come.  And I cannot emphasize enough how grate-
ful I am – indeed, how grateful the entire leadership 
is – for the gifts and pledges we’ve received so far. 
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The Virginia Colonists’ First      

Recorded Christmas 
 

Martha W. McCartney 

of the James. 
   
Smith and his group sought refuge with the Ke-
coughtan Indians, whose village lay upon a large 
open plain near Old Point Comfort. The natives wel-
comed their unexpected guests with special gifts in 
their hour of need: food, shelter, and the warmth of 
human kindness.  The Englishmen spent Christmas at 
Kecoughtan, partaking freely of the Indians’ generos-
ity.  Smith later wrote that “the extreme wind, raine, 
frost and snow caused us to keep Christmas among 
the Salvages.” He added that “wee were never more 
merrie nor fedd on more plentie of good oysters, fish, 
flesh [meat], wild foule and good bread.”  He also 
said that he and his companions had “never had better 
fires in England then [sic] in the drie warm smoaky 
houses of Kecoughtan.”  Thus united by the bond of 
human kinship, the first English colonists and Vir-
ginia’s natives shared their Creator’s bounty.  �

Although nothing is 
known about the Vir-
ginia colonists’ very first 
Christmas, commemo-
rated on January 6, 1608 
(“Old Christmas”), it is 
likely that the cold and 
hungry settlers huddled 
together in the fort at 
Jamestown marked the 
occasion with a religious 
service.  But sickness 
and the lingering pres-

ence of death left the colonists little cause for merri-
ment or stamina for celebration. The very next day, 
the fort burned.  
    
Thanks to Captain John Smith’s narrative, we have a 
fleeting glimpse of the colonists’ second Christmas in 
the New World.  On December 29, 1608, Smith (then 
president of the colony) and a dozen gentlemen and 
soldiers set sail from Jamestown in the Discovery, 
catching the outbound tide.  Close behind was another 
small boat that carried 25 men.  The blustery winter 
wind tugged at the vessels’ sails, propelling them 
downstream toward the mouth of the James.  Smith 
and his companions were bound for the York River 
village of the native emperor Powhatan, who ruled the 
Indians of Virginia’s coastal plain.  Powhatan knew 
that the Jamestown settlers were famished and offered 
to exchange a shipload of corn for some weapons, 
trinkets, a hen and a rooster, and an English-style 
house.  Smith willingly accepted the offer, for the 
colonists were in desperate need of food.  However, 
he was prepared to take it by force, if necessary. 
   
Some twenty miles below Jamestown, Captain Smith 
and his companions paused overnight at the village of 
the Warraskoyack Indians.  They availed themselves 
of the natives’ hospitality and then set out at dawn, 
despite gathering storm clouds.  Soon, frigid gusts 
hurled sleet and snow into their faces and glazed their 
sailing vessels with ice.  They turned toward shore to 
wait out the storm and came to land near the  mouth of 

�

  E-pistle Transition 
 
       Steve Snyder 

After five years of preparing and sending out the 
weekly Hickory Neck E-pistle,  its time for a fresh 
face and a new prospective  to fulfill this vital com-
munications ministry. Melissa Casheros has gra-
ciously offered her expertise. She will take over re-
sponsibility for the E-pistle in mid-January. Please 
send all items for publication in the E-pistle, starting 
with the email that she will send out on January 17th, 
to Melissa at mcasheros@cox.net.    �

 
 
Father Michael pre-
pares to cut the cake 
celebrating the tenth 
anniversary of his 
ordination as a 
priest. A reception 
followed the Chil-
dren’s Christmas 
Pageant on Decem-
ber 23rd.  
                  Photos by 
                  Laurie Brown 
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        (as of 11/30/2007)  
    YTD Budget Income   $312,818.88  
      YTD Actual Income    $301,746.23  
      YTD Budget Expenses   $312,818.88      

           YTD Actual Expenses      $310,578.50  
                                    Loan Balances                            $576,181.00  
            (as of 12-1-07) 
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   Editor: Nancy Snyder 
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       Smith   
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   E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at  
      nansteve13@cox.net 

Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church 
8300 Richmond Road 
Toano, VA 23168 
 
Tel (757) 566-0276           Fax (757) 566-0081    
 

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

did help make a difference.  Last week in talking to a 
donor, I mentioned how heartwarming it was to  see 
how  very generously the  people  of  Hickory  Neck 
have given  to the needy children of Williamsburg. Her 
reply was “Think how wonderful it feels to be the 
giver!” -- Blessings to each and every one of you who 
helped in making a nicer Christmas for some child in 
the Williamsburg area. 
 
The 2008 Flower Calendar is now posted on the kiosk 
in the Narthex. Please stop by and sign up for a Sunday.  
 
If you haven’t already picked up your 2008 pledge en-
velopes from the table in the Narthex, please do so to 
save the church from having to mail them to you. 

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to partici-
pate in everything freely, member or non-member.  
However, if you would like to become an official 
member of Hickory Neck, we want to make that 
happen for you.  Simply call our office, 566-
0276, or speak to Father Michael or Pastor Ann.  
There are several ways to join.  If you have not yet 
been baptized, we would be overjoyed to speak with 
you about receiving the Sacrament of Baptism.  If 
you are already baptized, we can transfer you in as a 
baptized member, and if your letter of membership 
resides in another congregation, we can write them 
and affect the transfer.  Official membership entitles 
a person to vote and stand as a candidate in parish 
elections, but making the commitment of member-
ship is also a good way to affirm your commitment 
to the mission of Jesus Christ in this place.  
 
Hickory Neck family, many thanks again!  In the 
midst of this busy Advent season we have been 
transporting bags of groceries to FISH to help them 
feed those much less privileged than we are. Thank 
you to this month's “Fishin” volunteers - Linda 
McGee, Pete Haines, Pam Maddox-Jefferson and 
Marie Wilkinson .  We will see you next month!  If 
any of you would like to join this rewarding 
“Fishin” ministry (very little time commitment re-
quired - just ask any of these people), please e-mail 
Pat Meszaros, Coordinator, at meszwilks@cox.net.  
We'd love to have you join our “Fishin” pool. 
 
Thanks so much from Nancy Snyder coordinator 
for the Angel Tree to all the Angel Tree donors. The 
Salvation Army tells me that their applications for 
“Angels” went  from  800 to 1300  this  year  so you  

�
 

Nugget Notes 

�
New Members 
 
   Nancy Keegan 
 
Burials 
 
   Ralph Stone 


