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Toothache
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk

Benjamin had a None of us care for eith
terrible toothache
last night. We

gave him all the

anything about it.

peration.

over the counter Benjamin asked me several times to make it
"’( medicine we away, and | told him that | wished | could; th
could, and his ifl could, | would have taken away the pain

tooth still hurt. He
cried. He rocked.
But it was his legs
that gave away pled a wide range of styles in a variety of intg
how bad the pain sities, including bad toothaches, but | wol
was. When a person is suffering acute dis- have gladly taken the pain, partly becauss

pain he had to suffer, instead of him. And
meant it.

long time ago; that | wished | could take the

I’'m no big fan of pain, having sam-

er

situation; the two together can drive you to d¢s-

go
At
a

I
n-

d
it

comfort, their legs often twitch or thrash would have been preferable to watching Benja-

about, perhaps indicating that old fight-or- min suffer and partly because as an adult |
flight response sewn into our genes, as if ostensibly in a better position to cope with it.
the person in pain wants to run away from

what's hurting. We called an emergency Mainly, though, | wanted to trade my comfo

m

't

dentist, but there wasn’'t much he could do for Benjamin’s pain because | love him, and rjot

to help ease the pain. because I'm supposed to love him or becaug
try to love him. | simply can’t help myself.
It must be frustrating for a little boy to

brush his teeth faithfully, not a favorite ac- | couldn’t take his pain as my own.

love him. But, no matter how much | love him,

el

tivity, and have parents who watch his re-

ties and abscesses anyway. Apparently,macy to pick up the prescription from the d
there’s some predisposition to tooth decay, tist, it suddenly struck me that our relations
maybe inherited, that afflicts the baby teeth with God — and, in particular, how that relatio
of big Benjamin with an inordinate number ship is reconciled through Jesus on a cross
of troubles.

fined sugar intake like hawks, and get cavi- Later that night, as | drove to a 24-hour phiF-
i

min’s bedside.
Stephanie and | took turns comforting him,
while we waited for the ice pack and the You see, I've always had difficulty understan

intimately related with my experience at Benjp-

ip
]-
- IS

-
ns

medicines to take effect. It was maddening, ing why it was that Jesus had to take our S

and you being essentially helpless to do a mechanistic and unnecessary way to descfibe

the cruel combination of your child hurting upon him on the cross. That has seemed t0| me



how salvation works. There are many other theo-it goes without saying that Jesus’ love is muchrsjer
ries about precisely how Jesus’ death and resurrecand enduring than my love could ever be, and that
tion managed to remove our sin and restore ouralone gives ample cause for an unflagging faith.
connection with God, and since there are other

theories, I've often ignored the one that doesn’t

make any sense to me, nhamely the idea that our sin

was taken by Jesus onto himself through the cross, Adult Forums

and by this, we are redeemed.

The Reverend Lauren McDonald
But now it makes sense. There are certain types of

pain Jesus cannot suffer for us. Stub your toé, an ] i
your nerve endings will do their job, and no matter N January and February we are going to try somgth

how many times you call out to Jesus Christ in N€W at Hickory Neck. During the Adult Forum time,
. . . o . . 1 [«
those circumstances, he will be in no position to P&tween the 9:00 am. and 11:15 a.m. services on $u
intervene. However, the pain we suffer as part of 4@ mornings, we will be having a Bible study that
our separation from God, the hurt we feel as we CUSES ON the lectionary lessons for the followiragky
move away from the Iigr;t and warmth of God's EVery week we have readings in our worship from the
presence, the pain we suffer as a consequence dpld Testament, the Epistles, and the Gospels.oltldv

sin — THAT is something Jesus can take upon him-make for very long sermons if the preachers dismliss
self, and he did so willingly. all the lessons each week and put them into tluir g

texts. For this class, Father Michael or Pastarré@a

Why? Because he loves us; simply can't help him- Will give some background information on the lessof
self. Jesus loves us more than we could ever knowd then the group will have an opportunity to ussc
or imagine. Jesus loves us enough to trade high€m. In addition to the forum on Sunday mornings
peace and comfort for the world’s worst hurts on g are hoping to start an online discussion group ¢aat

cross, and that helps save us. It helps saveeus, b continue discus'sing the lessons through the .Wdaby. g
cause it's awfully hard for a person in real pain t tuned for more info on how to access the onlinaigro

focus on anything else, except the pain and what's!t IS our'hope that studying the Iessqns a weelidn
causing it, and when the pain is a consequence o¥ance will enhance our worship experience.
cavities in our soul, little rotten holes causedly

distance from God, focusing on the pain gets bleak.

There’s no hope there, only despair; no joy, only The Building and Grounds
misery. By taking away the pain, Jesus gives us a ;

chance to catch a breath, lift our heads, and look Committee
upon the source of healing and health, so readily
available from God the Father who loves us so
much.

U7

Gary Harvey

Effective this month, we have a complete Buildings
_ ., _ , . and Grounds Team to serve Hickory Neck Churg¢h.
Sometimes, it's frustrating being a father. It IS gyer the past couple of years, Don Seeterlin has Ha
definitely @ humbling task. But being a parenbals qiaq this function mostly by himself and has done a
offers continual opportunities for growth and learn  ¢;1510us job. Fortunately, we have his home andl del

ing. From a little boy's toothache, | came to uRde  yh,ne numbers for the times when we need his exper-
stand a tiny bit better how our salvation through 4.

Jesus on a cross works. | have read brain-busting

tomes on the subject, attended countless lecturesho new Vestry Liaison is Gary Harvey. Working
with this topic as their theme. I've even acedsies 51,04 side Gary are John Rothnie who will servehas
and papers on the subject, without really under-cpairman  of “the Buildings Committee, Georde
standing what it meant. But a toothache and & flas Margroum who will serve as the Chairman of the
of late-night insight brought it home to me. Grounds Committee, and Mark Kintner who will serje

) ) as Chairman of the Sexton Committee.
Jesus wants our sin for himself the same way |

wanted Benjamin’s toothache for myself, because (continued on page 3, column 2)




Spotlight on Pam and Greg Maloof
Doug Smith

the United States for medical treatment.

Pam was born in New York City, reared in Englg-
wood, New Jersey, and graduated from Garland Tn-
ior College in Boston. She spent two years in ket

ing before deciding she wanted to be a flight att¢n
dant. She retired in 2007 after spending 38 yeprs
with American Airlines. She loved flying because
loved the people | worked and traveled with, hiad
enjoyable experiences all over the world, and mgde
passengers comfortable in all circumstances. Gfeg
was born in Northeast New Jersey, is a graduatg of
Marietta College in Ohio majoring in Business Ag-
ministration. He served in the Army and Army R¢-
serve for 21 years and rose to the rank of Serggant

Greg and Pam Maloof have been Williamsburg resiMajor. After his Army service he was involved i
dents for one and a half years. When | sat dovth wi Property management and leasing of real estat
them for this interview it was a week before Chmias. New York City. Currently he is a licensed real es-
Was Pam out shopping for Christmas presents? Hardlyate broker for Century 21 in Tennessee and the
She was picking up an elderly person to ferry tocal ~ Ple has a home there on the Monteagle Assenly
military base to pick up medical prescriptions. $&fe ~ Grounds, part of the Chautauqua network wherefhe
home at 9:00 a.m. and finally arrived back homé:a®  is a volunteer worker. Greg and Pam attended hygh

p.m. There had been a long line of people awajtieg ~ School together, went their separate ways, re-
scriptions. and have been married for 16 years.

U

But that's more typ|ca| of her life than not. Ysee, Pam loves HiCkory Neck because “| feel so loved]at

she has a love of people and their problems tisgire  that church and if anything drastic happened |in
her to get involved whenever she can. Pam and Gregy life, | would feel surrounded by love.” Greg e|-
attend the nine o’clock service at Hickory NeckmPia  joys “the friendship and sincerity of so many me

an Episcopalian and Greg is a member of the Antioat Hickory Neck.” Hickory Neck is truly blessed b
chian Orthodox Christian Church. having these talented and willing workers with us.

She has been a stellar worker for the church aher ot
charities since moving here. For instance, at Higko
Neck she is a member of the Praise Band (playieg th

washtub basin given to her by Don Seeterlin); @nev We will be contacting those who have indicated

gelistic visitor who often takes Communion to Sunda calling to serve in these respective areas on onr
shut-ins, and a member of the Prayer Shawl groupime and talent forms in the near future. Anyong
Also, she is a driver for Faith in Action, whichatis- who has a desire to help in any of these areas [is

ports persons needing assistance. Pam is alsovétol encouraged to contact any of the above points §f
in escorting sick children from Third World coumtsito  contact.

The Building and Grounds Committee
(continued from page 2)




Christmastide in Colonial Virginia
Martha W. McCartney

Although no written
records have come to
light describing how
colonial Virginians ; ;

decorated thei? houses- Vestry ngh“ghtS
of-worship during the
Christmas season, at

least one English song
makes reference to the The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assembled

CHURCH “Holly and Ivy, Box in regular session on Tuesday, December 9, 200§, in
[boxwood], and Bay, the Wilkinson Center. The minutes of the Novemier
HISTORY Put in the Church on 11" Vestry meeting a_nd the_ Treasurer’g report were
Christmas Day.” Po- both approved. Lauris Zeni gave her final repart|a

ems, carols, and artwork reveal that homes, tayernsJunior Warden by recognizing Senior Warden, Hill
and even the streets often were adorned with greenfeale, for his outstanding work as Senior Warden in
ery, a longstanding custom. Historians surmis¢ tha 2008 and expressed her thanks to outgoing Veptry

the usual English decorating traditions would have members. Bill Teale, Senior Warden, gave his fipal
been transplanted to Virginia. update as departing Senior Warden and Vestry mgm-

ber. Bill reported that the Endowment Board had me

Holly, which grows abundantly in Virginia, was used twice and would meet again on Decembef’;lthat
to decorate fireplace mantles, was tucked intosjase the Board is currently working on assignments [to
and fashioned into wreathes that were hung indoorsstudy various other endowments funds and hasjre-
or out. Other native plant materials also wouldenav Vviewed the spirit and intent of the endowment prgc-
been used. The Christmas season, which began o@ss; and that the Outreach Council had met anel allo
December 28, ended on Twelfth Night, Januar{.6  cated funds from Fall Festival proceeds to variqus
The twelve days of Christmas were festive and oftenministries in our community, whereupon Gary Hgr-
included elaborate parties, formal balls, gaming, vey described the organizations and the allocatipns
horse races, and weddings. Houses great and smafade. Lauren McDonald, Associate Rector, reported
were crowded with guests and near-neighbors thathat attendance continues good at Sunday Schoolland

came for the merrymaking, which sometimes lastedthe Christmas Carol workshop led by Ed Godstall
for several days. and Bill Harris went very well; the Christmas Pagfea

will be on December 21at 5:00 p.m. and will in-

Some people believed that it was unlucky to leaveclude children, youth and adults with a cookie aphd
holly decorations up after Twelfth Night or Epiph- Punch reception following the Pageant; the Yoyth
any, but others were convinced that the prickly attendance has leveled out and she and Father|Mi-
branches should be saved, to attract good lucksor achael will be planning another Laser Tag trip anq a
some thought, to prevent lightening strikes. The Possible overnight at Chanco, with the possibitlitgt
English and their colonists used the Julian or “Old Some of the youth will attend Happening this sprirjg
Style” calendar as did other Protestant countfies. adult formation continues strong with Father M-
wasn't until 1752 that England officially adoptétet ~ chael's Monday class on Corinthians ending on e-
Gregorian or “New Style” calendar, which Roman cember 15 with a resumption on Januar{) @ith the
Catholic Europe began using in 1582 because it ConBOOk of Daniel; the birth narrative StUdy continuss
formed more closely to the solar year. Itis taged  Adult Forum, with a lectionary Bible study forthcen
keeping system we use today. Some Orthodox coming; centering prayer will continue in the comirfg
munities of faith celebrate Christmas on Janua]',y 6 Vyear; Pastoral Care continues its work with the cgm
the Julian calendar equivalent of Decembédt. 25 missioning of the health team on Sunday,udan

Eve Butler-Gee, Register

OUR




11", The Rector thanked departing Vestry mem-
bers for their hard work and welcomed newly January Celebrations
elected Vestry members and announced there
would be a new Vestry member orientation soon.
The Vestry heard reports from the Buildings and
Grounds ministry and the Pastoral Care ministry.
The Vestry voted unanimously to approve: the re-
vised 2009 Budget updated in response to addi-
tional pledge income received; the nomination of
Lauris Zeni as Senior Warden for 2009 and Gary
Harvey as Junior Warden for 2009; Melissa Cash-
eros to serve as member-at-large to the Executive
Committee; the nominations of Fred Boelt as Treas-
urer and Eve Butler-Gee as Register for 2009; and
the nomination of Bill Teale to fill an existing va
cancy on the Endowment Board. The Vestry then
adjourned to the Historic Chapel for a Eucharist at
which retiring members of the Vestry were released
and new Vestry members, including the Senior and
Junior Wardens, were commissioned.

Birthdays

Epiphany Eucharist and Fire
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk

- Allyson Houser 15 - Marie Wilkinson
- Quinn Casheros 16 - Kathryn Bridewell
- Charles Hunter 17 - James Tull

- Nicoleen Dodd 18 - Lauren Bridewell
- Marilyn Hughes 18 - John Schaffner

- Buddy Matthews 19 - Rebecca Zoellner
Marta Zoellner 19 - Rylie Baum

- Larry Arcement 19 - Frank Somloi

- Katrina Buckley 20 - James Deal

- Chris Smack 21 - Robin Seeterlin
- Kathryn Parsons 24 - Chris Casheros
- Tom Martin 27 - Tom Guntherburg
2 - Wanda Adsit 27 - Jane O'Neal

On Tuesday, January"6at 6:00 p.m. in the His-
toric Chapel, we celebrate the conclusion of the
twelve days of Christmas and the start of a new sea
son, Epiphany, with a festival of light and Holy
Communion. Afterwards, we will retire to the fire
circle for our traditional burning of the greensthw

light refreshments. In addition to our parish Gtri
mas trees, wreaths, and other greenery, this year
will see a rare occurrence, as we burn the note on1
the Wilkinson Center, paid off in mid-December
ten years after the completion of the expansion and
renovation project that has served us so well ever
since. Anniversaries

oO~NOOOOUITAAAADMWWE
1

New Members
4 - Penny & Joe Orth

Jim Ball 15 - Ambler & George Loving

Daniel Bragg 23 - Jodi & Shawn Paul

Tricia Beisch (daughter 25 - Laurie & Roland Todd
Alexandra to be baptized 31 - Phyllis & Don Faas
early 2009)

. If your birthday or anniversary is this month anduyare
Baptisms not listed above, please send the appropriatanitton to

Alastair Smith - 7 December nanstevel3@cox.net call us at (804) 557-3175.




My Love-Fear Relationship

The Reverend Lauren R. Stanley

SPRINGFIELD, Va. - Grocery stores in this country fore. Just looking at all the fresh produce made
are incredibly amazing places; really, they are.my head swim. Apples! Oh, my, nice crisp applé¢s,
They're light and airy and spacious and have lifera such a difference from the mushy ones in Renk. Ba-
tens of thousands of items for sale. nanas! Look how big they are! Five, six, seven kirnd
of lettuce — what a change from jejeer, the bitfer
But they're also incredibly scary places for thofe greens we eat. Only the tomatoes didn't faze me;|we
us who don't have regular access to them. So | havdéave a tomato farm on an island in the White Nite,
this love-fear relationship with grocery storesove fresh, beautiful tomatoes, up to six per day, arg¢ a
to go to them and see all the wondrous items theynorm in my life. Then | saw the cereal aisle — hiow
have: fresh meat, fruit, vegetables, cereal, tand, @ God's name can we have so many varieties? Why?
coffees (oh, the smell of the coffee aisle!). Bigadr (Note: All those choices didn't stop me from buyand
going there, too, because they overwhelm me: Whybox.)
do we need all those varieties of cereal? Whews; pr
tell, is the tea? And how can | possibly choosenfro And on and on, up some aisles, skipping others- Buy
all the varieties of apples? ing only those things | thought | needed, trying rjo
looking at all the options. Every once in a whild,
I've just come back from three months in Sudan, liv forget to keep my eyes averted and would see rpws
ing in a small town called Renk. It's growing rdpjd  upon rows of pastas, or canned soups, or soaps,| and
with the return of thousands of Internally Displdce I'd feel a moment of almost panic. Then I'd remembe
Persons, but it has very little in the way of foed; my list, pick one item, go find it, and move on.
pecially fresh vegetables and fruits. There's nugni
water on a sporadic basis only, and it's not clean.Whenever | try to explain American grocery stor@s|t
Electricity generally comes from generators foeaf my friends in Sudan, they don't understand. They
hours at a time. The roads are dirt, most homes arg¢hink I'm making it up. I've shown them picturep,
mud huts, and most roofs are thatch. Life there iseven, but still, they can't believe that Amelfi-
very, very basic. cans would have so much food in just one placéy wit
so many choices to make. | have this dream of brihg
So whenever | return to the United States, | find ing a bunch of my friends to America just so | cgn
American grocery stores pretty overwhelming. There take them on a tour of our grocery stores. It wodld
are simply too many choices and it takes time fer m be great fun to see their reactions, but then adjain
to adjust. | waited five days after my return befor worried that even one quick trip to the store might
going to the store. | used up the last of my overwhelm them completely.
travel toiletries: toothpaste, shampoo, soap, lmby
ear swabs. Much as | wanted to resupply, | couldn'tWe are blessed in this country with an overabdin-
bring myself to face the complete overload that | dance, of goods. We have more choices than we|can

knew awaited me there. possibly need, more than we even can handle. In rea
ity, we have too much. | know that by the end of rhy
But then my little tube of toothpaste, which washtu  three months here, Il be fully adapted to 4ll

ing a tad bit, um, yucky from all the heat in Sudan this abundance. Then I'll go back to Sudan for lzgrof
began to flatten ominously. So | finally had toein three months, and when | return next summer, |I'l
and face the great boogieman, the American groceryhave to work out this whole love-fear relationshlp
store. over again.

The store | went to recently underwent a renowati My prayer is that one day, | won't have to go thglou
making it even bigger, even brighter, and evenemo this anymore, not because we have any less heite,| b
spacious. And it had even more items to sell than  because one day, there will be at least a moudmfu




abundance in Sudan as well.

XXX

The Rev. Lauren R. Stanley is an Appointed Missiprod the
Episcopal Church serving in the Diocese of RenldgBu She
is a lecturer at the Renk Theological College, hésx Theol-
ogy, Greek, Old Testament and English, and servehaplain
for the students.

Grants Awarded to Local Charities

On December % the Outreach Committee awarddd

$13,425 to local Charities from money raised atRhk

Festival. Over the past year, the Outreach Comenifte

met monthly, receiving presentations from localrchg
ties, and discussing who should be supported in
coming year. Grants were awarded to the followi

the
g

charities:

The Book of Daniel
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk

Beginning Monday, January™5 and continuing
throughout January and February, we will explore
the Old Testament Book of Daniel, a twelve chapter
masterpiece that features some of the most colorful
and meaningful stories of scripture, including
“Daniel and Lion’s Den” and “The Fiery Furnace.”

$5,100 for Angels of Mercw free clinic designed
to help patients manage and treat their disea
This is the 8 year we have supported the clinic.

beS.

$3,600 for Housing Employment and Linkaggs

Project (HELP),a collaboration of the govern

ment and service agencies working with the fajth

community to address homelessness in the Wil-

liamsburg area.

$2,400 for Williamsburg Faith in Actioan org-
(continued on page 8)

Ever heard of the expression, “he saw the handwri
ing on the wall"? Well, it comes straight from a
story in chapter 5. Want to know what the original
handwriting on the wall was? Pick up a Bible or
come to the class.

The second half of Daniel is especially fascinagting
because it contains one of the first examples of
apocalyptic literature found in the Bible. Thipéy

of writing, filled with dark omens, wondrous im-
agery, and mysterious symbolism, is best repre
sented by the Book of Revelation in the New Testa|
ment. However, Daniel gives us a glimpse into the
earliest development of this form of theological
thought and expression.

We meet at 7:00 p.m. in the Narthex of the New
Chapel for a little over an hour. We begin with a
song and brief prayer, and we conclude with g
slightly more elaborate office of nighttime prayers
and music. We usually read the lesson aloud, o\rlua
chapter at a time, followed by a gloss (an overvie
with helpful background information) offered by
yours truly. Then we either discuss the text as
large group, or divide up into small groups.

=

A7,
TheﬁgryFurn%gg

(as of 11/30/2008)

YTD Budget Income $3PM.25
YTD Actual Income $3422.93
YTD Budget Expense $334,957.61
YTD Actual Expense $335,612.56

Fred Boelt reports that for the month of November
our Operating Budget was in the black by abauk
$4,700.00, a fantastic change from the last cojl) e
of months. This month, our pledge income was oygr
the monthly amount budgeted, and our expenggs
were only over budget by $350.00. Year to date, \wg
continue to operate in the black. As you read thjq,
figures for December are not available, but with glj
probability, we will finish the year in the black
Looking ahead, 2009 may be challenging for all |p
us, and it will be more necessary than ever to k@dp
pledges and contributions from all sources as guf-
rent as possible. Based on the projected income||fpr
2009, Vestry approved a revised budget in Decegny-
ber. We are down to barebones, but our light on
hill must continue to shine. Your prayerful consig-
eration will be appreciated.




Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church
8300 Richmond Road

Toano, VA 23168
Tel (757) 566-0276 Fax (757) 566-0081

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, throbigChrist”

anization that helps people to continue living
in their homes. This is the"§ear we have
supported WFA financially and with over a
dozen volunteers.

$800 for Grove Christian Outreach Center

doing some discernment work, listening to where G
is calling us to go in the coming years. If youireer-
ested in being part of the conversation, pleasé¢acory
Pastor Lauren.

which provides meals and other services toOn January 19at 7:30 p.m. there will be an ecume

those in need in the Grove community.
Hickory Neck parishioners volunteer at Grove
and provide meals throughrom His Hands.

$675 for SpiritWorks,an organization that
works to free individuals from the cycle of
addiction.
The Outreach Committee also awardg&DO0
to Meals on Wheels, $30 Williamsburg
Walks the Talkand$250to the Eastern State
Hospital Chapel.
To learn more about Hickory Neck’'s outreach ef-
forts go to our website at www.hickoryneck.org and

i-
cal worship service at Williamsburg Presbyterﬂm

Church. Many of the Williamsburg area churchesehg
worked together to develop a service to recogriee
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Pastor Laurexs |
been part of the planning committee. The liturgi w
include a sermon by the Reverend Robert Whitehe
a 60 member joint choir, participation by pasto

priests, and lay people from many churches, inoid]

Episcopalians, Lutherans, Presbyterians, Baptibs,

od

\Y

man Catholics, Methodists and more. Please sderP§s

Lauren if you have questions or are interestedtin
tending. It's a wonderful opportunity to worshifthw
our sisters and brothers in other denominations.

click on Outreach in the heading, come to an Out-

reach Committee meeting at 7:00 p.m. on tfe 3
Tuesday of the month, or call Pastor Lauren.

Nugget Notes

The Centering Prayer group will continue meeting

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Histori¢

Chapel. Our first session in the New Year is of
January 8. All are welcome to join us for this
prayer practice which focuses on sitting silently i
the presence of God. Please contact Pastor L&uren
you have questions. No experience required.

The Outreach Committee is changing its meetin
day. In 2009 we will be meeting on th& Ruesday

of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Wilkinson Center.
All are welcome to come to the meetings. Th
Committee will be spending the next few msnthT
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