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Hickory | chose to use
Neckers athe time set
M © How has God's grace blessed you through qur
aside for - the arish over the past year?
Grants 4 Rector's  ad- P past year:
Awarded to dress to ask two simple questions of those prgyided a forum for learning and for seekifig
Local Charities gathered in the New Chapel. We observed gnswers to internal question of faith.

several minutes of silence as people re-
flected and responded to each question. |To be blessed with having the most open gnd
wish | could claim this idea as my own, but welcoming congregation.
a priest-friend of mine suggested it. (I'm _ _
January 5 definitely sending that guy a present.) To be blegsed by having a new associate pfest
Celebrations who has fit into the congregation so well.
The answers to the first question are listed
below, in no particular order, as rendered on

Nugget Notes 5

To have the privilege to serve with such wagn-

\H/?gskt,%hts ° note cards distributed during the meeting. derful volunteers.

The answers to the secon_d_question will be The love, support, and prayers shown to gur
Quaker 6 printed in the February edition of the Nug- tamily during the birth and Neonatal Intensije
Colonists In gets. Care Unit experience and continued growth|of
Our Midst ' Ayden

| transcribed each card myself, the better to
Our Church 7 absorb their contents. | know it's a large The support, friendship and personal growth |
Family amount of information. Trust me, | typed it. have experienced in my Cursillo group.

But take your time to savor and ponder each . _ _ _
Treasurers . gft t?fferted _here. -I|-'rku'y’ it is a :Leasure_ The spiritual experience of being a chalicer.

ach entry is more like a prayer than any- o ,

Report thing else, a rare glimpse into the deepest Fellowship within parish.

joys and hopes of our parish family. Spiritual Growth.
New Year 8
Offers Hope Lest anyone suspect that these response®etter understanding of th king of th -

g of the working of the pgr

were in any way “primed,” they were asked ish [can’t read] and outreach.
Science vs. 14 immediately after the parliamentary busi-
Faith - Is ness and the elections were dispatched.Discernment through study as to my ministrigs
Reconciliation . - ;
Possible? Nothing of great substance was shared prior for Christ.



Our New Vestry (from left to right) Back row: The Reverend Mich&elk, Rector; Melissa Casheros, Comnlu-

nications, Brig Lampert, Children and Youth; Margale, Register; Fred Boelt, Treasurer; Ed Joyrem&d-
ship; Gary Harvey, Senior Warden/Building and GrsinFront row: Michael Smith, Outreach; The Reverg
Lauren McDonald, Associate Rector; Margene Hartp@hildren and Youth; Carrol Bailey, Newcomersari¢

N

Hancock, Newcomers; Ann Bartholomay, Junior WarBarish Life; Lucy Rothnie, Outreach; Pam Strombgyg,
Pastoral Care. Absent when picture was taken: @dpiRe, Pastoral Care.
Serving as a chalice bearer and Lay Eucharisticincreased peace in my life.
Minister.

_ o _ Given the opportunity to work with so many to in}-
and a feeling of giving back for the blessings Véha 5 out.
received.

. To meet and express differences in the way we pp-
A sense of warmth weekly at church service. proach our understanding of the Bible and what] it
A feeling of belonging in Christ at Hickory Neck means to us.
Church. The life changing event from being a part of Ciosi
Foyer dinners fellowship. and from living my Fourth Day.
New friends. The warm, Christian relationship in the activities
which | have participated, both lay and clergy.

Getting to know Jim Tull The guidance | have received in my prayers.
Preparation for Fall Festival. The feeling of camaraderie in the congregationpis {

lifting.
December 2008 — Christmas Decoration of the )
church (continued on page 9)




Spotlight on Tina Sinclair
Jim lzz

When Tina Sinclair first called Hickory Neck Epigal
Church in 1993, she was more than a little surgrise

the voice on the answering machine. “I heard a marthe Youth Group by organizing people who sup

singing a song from ‘Porgy ‘n Bess,” she recallsa, |
told my husband | have to check this out.”

The voice was that of Hickory Neck'’s pastor, Fathier
Kellett, who loved singing. “I fell in love with tk place
from the beginning,” Tina admits, not only becawon$e
the pastor, but because of “the type of people ure n
tured.”

During her first few years at Hickory Neck, Tina re
called, several tragic events, mostly illnessesdeaths,
occurred. “In every instance this group of peoptauld

come together to support each other,” Tina remarkedthen went back to California before joining t

“It is an amazing place.”

The word “amazing” also describes Tina’s marriage t parents, before moving to Williamsburg in 1990.

Noel Sinclair, who proposed to her the day afteyth

School, has grown up in the Hickory Neck comm(r-
nity. She has been a member of the Youth Grdup
for years, is active in their Relay for Life fundt
raiser, and works in the nursery. Heather served
an acolyte at the Bishop’s ordination.

as

Tina recounted the story of Father Jim Kellett asIk-
ing Heather to tie the lace of one of his moccas|ns
at a Christmas Eve service years ago. “She was five
or six at the time. Heather would often hold onfo

my robe while processing out of church. Jim sdid

she was a ‘chalice-bearer in training.” Tina, al<h
ice-bearer herself for many years, calls it “one [of
the most humbling experiences.” She still volup-

teers for duty when needed. Her other activities] at
Hickory Neck include being a lector, working wit

their suppers, assisting in the Children’s Cha
and working at the Fall Festival, all of which a
“more pleasure than work.”

Tina and her mother, Emma Transue (“Babe”),
tended a Cursillo weekend in 1997. “It was one [of
the most spiritual experiences of my life,” shessa
Although Tina’s parents lived in Newport News fqr
many years, it took Tina some time to settle is thi
area. Born and raised in San Francisco, she spent
seven years in Australia before returning honje.
She lived in Johannesburg, South Africa, for awhjle

Navy in 1977, which took her to Australia. The
was a stay in Portsmouth Naval Hospital, near

met in October of 1988 on a cruise aboard the Queeiler husband Noel drives the tram at Busch Gpr-

Elizabeth II. Noel returned to England but movedhe
United States a month later; the couple was mairied
May of 1989.

Their daughter Heather, now a junior at Lafayditigh

| Visit Hickory Neck on the web at Www.hickorynectg

dens and the bus for Patriot’s Colony, where Her
mother lives now. Tina, a graduate of Christopl'fr
Newport University, is financial services manag

for the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation.




services, but the same Lord; and there are vasebie

Dear Fellow Hickory Neckers activities, but the same God who activates allhefnt
in everyone.” ( 1 Cor 12:4-6)

Don Seeterlin

It is the responsibility of the Bishop, along withe
ite thi hi h d of . Commission on Ministry to ensure that only thoss-p
As | write this, | am approaching the end of my In-geqging the talents and proper call befitting tmeent

tbernlfhip here at hGrace, andh ! ]:Ni", ioon be linovmgneeds of the diocese are allowed to continue. fhi
ack to you, my home parish of Hickory Neck. As I ¢, e gpiritual and mental health of the applicas

O

vJ

\ﬁeavy burden that the Bishop and the Commisdgion

lecisions that these shepherds are called to nakg c
be life changing as well as affirming. We have edch
Yeceived gifts from God that can be used for thibul|
ing up of His kingdom. Each gift has a unique bgatt
and value. Because one may not be called to aircefta
ministry does in no way negate or devalue theit. gjf
Ve sometimes need community to help us identify the
correct use or outlet for our special talents.

acceptance of a visitor from a different parish ha
been truly inspiring. | will miss seeing each oéitin
on Sunday, and | look forward to once again engyin
all of your smiling faces. This process that seattm
Grace is designed to help a person exploring ofdin
tion to “try on’ the role of clergy in a safe and differ-
ent setting from their home parish. It is to hehe t
explorer see what it feels like to minister anételo
others from a position similar to the ordained.eiyh
have been very kind to me, and have provided me
safe and secure environment in which to explore an
grow. | have learned many important lessons durin
this time, and | hope to reflect on and profit from
them for many years to come.

So as | go forward into this next exciting chajemy
ministry exploration, | ask you to please keep md a
y family in your prayers. Please also keep all |of
ose involved in this or any other discernmentpss
%h your prayers. Please pray that all may be taggn
to the movement and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

o o i May God'’s peace be with you.
In my next step in this ordination process, Fatfler y P y

chael, and | have an appointment with Bishop Hol-

lerith on January I1to see if he believes | should be Grants awarded to Local Charities
allowed to continue with this journey. Shortlyeaft

that, | will have a two hour meeting with a small Bill Teale

group from the Commission on Ministry, and we will

again explore the same sense of call. Providiag th The Financial Grant Team of the Outreach Commitfee
the consensus of these two meetings is a caliditti has awarded $12,725 to local Charities from morjey
the needs of the diocese, | will go before the comraised at the 2009 Fall Festival. Members of thente
plete board of the Commission on Ministry, and oncénet with every Charity or representative of the i@ia
again explore my specific talents and their fibithe {5 evaluate what the organization does for our camm
area of ordained ministry. nity and what their volunteer and financial needsia

o the coming year. Grants were awarded to the fotigw|
Throughout all of this joint discernment processe 0 charities:

thing above all others is paramount; that is tauemns
that a person who possesses a true call and who s $3,600 to Housing Employment and Linkages Pfo-
properly suited to ordained ministry may be allowed ject (HELP), a collaboration of the governmer
to continue. Equal to this is the charge of hapin and service agencies working with the faith con-

—

those who do not seem to possess the correctsskill munity to address homelessness in the Williams-
or call, to identify the ministry best suited fdretm. burg area.

This is very similar to what St. Paul tells us iis h $3,000 to Angels of Mercs free clinic designed tg
letter to the Corinthians;...there are varieties of help patients manage and treat their diseases. [This

gifts, but the same Spirit, and there are M#eof is the 9" year we have supported the clinic.




$2,100 to Williamsburg Faith in Actigran or- .
ganization that helps people to continue living January Celebrations
in their homes. This is the™4year Hickory

Neck have supported WFIA financially and we

have over a dozen volunteers from our church

who support the organization as well.

-$2,000 to SpiritWorksan organization that
works to free individuals from the cycle of ad-
dition and minister to the children of parents
fighting addiction.

$1,325 is the value of the food donated to
Grove Christian Outreach Centexhich pro-
vides meals and other services to those in need
in the Grove community. We have also set
aside $400 to buy food in 2010 for the quarterly
From His Handsmeals Hickory Neck parish-
ioners prepare and then serve at Gr@&everal
Hickory Neck parishioners also volunteer at
Grove on a regular basis.

The Financial Grant Team also awardgtb0

to Williamsburg Walks the Talknd $150 to

. : R Birthdays
Good News Jail and Prison Ministries

To learn more about Hickory Neck's outreach ef-

forts look on our website atww.hickoryneck.org 1 - Allyson Houser 15 - Marie Wilkinson
and click on Outreach. 3 - Quinn Casheros 16 - Kathryn Bridewell
3 - Charles Hunter 17 - Marguerite
4 - Marilyn Hughes Newson
4 - Buddy Matthews 18 - Lauren Bridewell
Nugget Notes 5 - MartaZoellner 18 - John Schaffner
6 - Larry Arcement 18 - Rebecca Zoellner
Thanks to everyone who made our bishop waith 6 - KatrinaBuckley 19 - Rylie Baum
a wonderful occasion. The reception was wonder- 6 - Chris Smack 19 - Frank Somloi
ful, and the bishop enjoyed himself immensely. 7 - Kathryn Parsons 20 - James Deal
Congratulations to those who were confirmédn( 8 - Tom Martin 21 - Robin Seeterlin
Brown, Josh Dutro, Brette Miller, Ned Pruitt, 10 - Dave Hartsough 24 - Chris Casheros
Bunkie Righter, Abigail Snyder), received David 11 - Gray Ryan 27 - Thomas
Hartsough, Jane O’Neal Charlene Phillips, Ro- 12 - Wanda Adsit Guntheburg

land Todd) into the Episcopal Church, or reaf- 12 - Gayle Bangert 27 - Jane O'Neal
firmed (Carrol Bailey) their faith publicly.

On Saturday, Januarytia‘rom 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 Anniversaries
a.m. the Women’s Spirituality Group will meet.

Each meeting of the group will include a short Bi-

ble study, small group conversations, and time for 4 . penny & Joe Orth
prayer and worship. At this meeting we will be 15 - Ambler & George Loving
looking at the story of Mary and Martha. You don't 25 . |aurie & Roland Todd
have to do anything to prepare, just bring along a 31 - phyllis & Don Faas
Bible (if you remember) and come ready to partici-

pate in this community of women growing deeper 'f your (g’i”'b"day .’ a””iversegy ri1$ this mo'?;';e anduyare

: s . : not listed above, please send the appropriatermation to

in_their life in Ch”.St' If you have any quiess, nanstevel3@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.
(continued on page 14)




Christmas outreach program, Adopt a Sailor, is g‘peIn

discussed whereby parishioners may send cards f{ll
stocking or host a sailor for Christmas meals aigio

ing.
Annual ministry reports were submitted by Gay Fqr-
Vestry Highlights loine (Pastoral Care) and Melissa Cashelos

(Communications).

Mary Teale, Register Under new business the Vestry gave approval telaap

_ new laser color copier and approved the customaty fa

Ttp‘? monthly Vestry meeting took place December 5| housing disbursement requests from Father Mi-
8" in the Wilkinson Center. Gary Harvey, Building -n5el and Pastor Lauren, The Vestry also apprdved|t
and Grounds, reported the progress of several onygminations of Gary Harvey as Senior Warden, Ahn
going tasks facing his committee. Water infiltrated Bartholomay as Junior Warden, Mary Teale as Regis-
one area of the Wilkinson Center crawl space afterter, Fred Boelt as Treasurer, Gay Forloine as Membe
the November noreaster. To prevent a re- 3¢ arge to the Executive Committee and Alyson Rdss
occurrence, the crawl space entrance door will bey, the Endowment Board. Don Seeterlin’s request for

relocated to the north side of the building. A fgul - Engorsement for Postulancy was unanimously #p-
electrical breaker in the New Chapel will be re- proved.

paired, and a light will be installed outside theviN
Chapel to provide illumination from dusk to dawn. The Vestry followed the adjournment of its meetirjg

_ with a Eucharist in the Historic Chapel during whig
Fred Boelt, Treasurer, was delighted to report thati,e retiring Vestry members, Lauris Zeni, Eve Butlg
pledge and non pledge income for November wereee pon Seeterlin and Paula Simmons were releabed,
over budget and monthly expenses had decreased,q the new Vestry members for 2010, Carrol Bailgy,

resuling in the month ending in the black by \argene Hartsough, Lucy Rothnie and Pam Strombdrg,
$6,359. A $4,000 payment was made to the mort-\ are commissioned.

gage principal, resulting in a mortgage balance of

$447,330 as of Decembet'. IThe loose plate col-  The next meeting of the Vestry will be held on Jagu
lection during the Bishop’s visit on Decembét 6 12 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Wilkinson Center.

was given to the BIShOp S Dlscretlonary Fund. Please note that the official minutes of the DeaamMestry Meeting will be

. . . L. approved at the January meeting and published ercliurch web page
Lauris Zeni, Senior Warden, distributed reports following that meeting.

from the Endowment Board and the Financial
Grant Team of the Outreach Committee. The En-
dowment Board discussed guidelines for donations, ~ Quaker Colonists In Our Midst
investment strategy and the establishment of a

Covenant Endowment Fund. It expressed the hope Martha W. McCartney

that the Vestry would consider tithing any future
unrestricted Hickory Neck Church gifts/grants to

this fund. The Financial Grant Team visited each A
charity that was to receive Fall Festival funds in| @&
order to evaluate their volunteer and financial E
needs before distributing the grants. Subsequentl OUR h ,
$12,775 was released to seven charities. CHURCH [l 1660 “Act for the Suppression of Quakr
HISTORY [l ers,” which was followed by a 1662
Pastor Lauren McDonald described a youth pro- “Actagainst Persons that refuse to haye
gram in November in which the participants en- their children baptized.” Then, a few months lataeg
joyed the use of a portable labyrinth theas  @ssembly passed an “Act prohibiting the unlawful gs
stretched out over the entire surface of the Narthe Sembling of Quakers.” In 1657 Quaker ministersalos

She noted the excellent response for volunteers td-0l€ and Thomas Thurston were confined to James-
prepare and serve food Evom Our HandsA town’s jail, which they described as “a dirty deog,

During the second half of the seven-
teenth century, whenever Quaker mig-
sionaries visited Virginia, they ofter
received harsh treatment. There was the




most likely a windowless basement in one of tha-cap preservation of York County’s colonial records,
tal city’s brick buildings. Then, during 1661 and know that Story held meetings in our area and m
1662 a Quaker named George Wilson was incarcesome conversions when he visited Blisland Parish.

ated at Jamestown, where he was “chained to an In-
dian wch is in prison for murder.” Wilson said that
they “had our Legs on one bolt made fast to a pos
with an ox chaine” and he referred to the jail et

dirty dungeon Jamestown.” Finally, in 1680 the “Act New Member by Letter of
prohibiting unlawful disturbances of divine seryice Transfer

which was aimed at Quakers who did indeed disrup _

worship services from time to time. Bonnie Mershon

As time went on, the situation improved. In October
1687, Virginia's governor, Francis Howard, Lord Ef-
fingham, received an edict from King James Il, sus-
pending the operation of laws against non-
conformists, both Protestant and Roman Catholic.
This “declaration for Liberty of Conscience” wa®pr
claimed publicly at Jamestown, where the joyful an-
nouncement was accompanied by the beating of
drums and cannon fire. The text of the edict was

transmitted to every county seat and entered imo t (as of 11/30/2009)

re_cqrq books.. Historical documents reveal thattmps YTD Budget Income $3802.37

Virginia colonists welcomed the change. In fact, in

Aoril 1688 th ; ¢ Stafford Countv elected YTD Actual Income (¥1357.91
pri € voters of stafiord Lounty €lecte a8 yrp ggget Expense $396,392.37

Roman Catholic, George Brent, to the assembly.
When the assembly cor?vened, he took the oath o?/a YTD Actual Expense $394,440.88
premacy. Later in the year, the burgesses supparte ter month than October in both the income and
bill repealing “the unlawful assembly of Quakers.”  pense areas. Pledge income was over budget by
$1,500, and non-pledge was over by about $3,0
In 1689, when King William and Queen Mary cameOnly loose plate lagged slightly behind. Howeve
to the throne, the situation changed. Parliamenyear to date, pledge income is under budget, laueth
adopted the Act of Toleration of 1689, which re-is still time to catch up in December with your el
moved all penalties in the laws affecting ProteistanExpenses came in nicely under budget by ab
dissenters. However, it left in place certain iestr $2,000. Factoring all of this into the bottom lildg-
tions against Roman Catholics although dissentergember ended in the black by $6,358, and year
had the right to worship according to their own -con date, we are in the black by $11,917; an enviable
victions of conscience. Even so, Quakers’ continuedition, all things considered.
refusal to bear arms gave rise to suspicions about
their loyalty. These led to the Council of Statets = We were able to make a $4,000 payment directly,
dering county justices to require Quakers to reporbur mortgage principal in November, and with o
their places of worship whenever five or more peopl regular payment on Decembet, the principal bal-
gathered. When two Quakers presented a petition @nce is now $477,330. We are making good progn
the assembly, asking for repeal of the law reqgirin on our accelerated debt reduction.
them to bear arms and attend regular musters of the

burgess but was not required to take the oath of surred Boelt reports that November proved to be a:[at

militia, their proposal was soundly rejected. D&sp As we move through Advent and watch for the gp-

these tensions, in 1699 the Quaker missionary Thgroach of the Star in the east, it seems fittingdg
mas Story visited Tidewater Virginia and traveledthat a little of that light truly shines on our Ihiin
freely, teaching and preaching in James City andurn, enabling us to brighten our light both witlar
York Counties and other jurisdictions. Thanks to parish and also abroad.
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columnist, expressed the type of faith and hopeeete

New Year Offers Hope in our country in a recent column. Her point waat th
the worst economic situation in America since the
Jim lzzo Great Depression will perhaps make more people r¢al

ize what truly matters in life — and it's not mad¢pos-
“Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in S€ssions. Goodman frames the economic crisis ag an

our lifetime; therefore, we must be saved by Opportunity for significant, long-term change in Ar
Hope.” can values, and she expresses faith that it iskpess

Reinhold Niebuhr, American theologian ) .
In her new bookOne Can Make a Differencéngrid

Most people probably would not include January Newkirk and co-author Jane Ratcliffe offer the gssa
1! in their list of favorite holidays, but | would. |  ©f 54 people, some famous, most unknown (whom tfiey
have always liked beginnings — of the calendar yearconsider heroes) who did something significanoates
and of the school year during my teaching career —Point in their lives. Perhaps one example will maff A
because they are another chance to start anew arfrse from Delaware, frustrated by the lack of an a
thus a source of hope. No matter what has hapJnal-rights group anywhere near enough to join fetar
pened during the previous year, Janudhgites us  One by herself. Both authors illustrate faith inmfan
pause to hope that the coming year will be better. nature and hope that we can always do better.

The biggest hope for many Americans in 2010, as“Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accom-

it was a year ago, is that the economy, especia”yphshed alone; therefore, we must be saved by’love.

their own financial situation, will get better. De- _ _ _ _

spite signs of economic recovery, 15 million TO illustrate this part of the Niebuhr quotationwduld

Americans of working age are still without a job. Offer a few examples from my own experience writijg

Having witnessed the election of an African- for The Toano-Norge Time®ver the last three years, |

American to the nation’s highest office, | hope we have met, interviewed, and written about hundiefds

see the election of a woman as President in the neaP€ople, including a grief counselor for young aslu

future. who have lost a relative or close friend; a man wao
gan an organization to help kids with special npadsg

Many people around the world (and an unbeliev- nurse who opened a clinic to provide medical care f

able number in this country) hope to be able to ob-the uninsured; a caregiver for older adults; andaa

tain the necessities of life: food, clothing, amels who collects and distributes food each week to hofo

ter. If world peace is an unrealistic hope, we aan his young son who died. These people also inclage |I

least hope for a reduction in the violence and missionaries, church groups, ministers, and mahy qt

deaths caused by wars. ers who, with the help of a spouse, friend, reigtior
co-worker, or on their own, demonstrate love thioup

“Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes their vocation or their avocation.

complete sense in any immediate context of history;

therefore, we must be saved by Faith.” Perhaps the single best resolution ever writtentHis
or any year, was that of George Washington Caryer,

This second part of the Niebuhr quotation is inex- who encouraged people tbe tender with the young,

tricably linked to the first, because without bélre compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the

the possibility of a better life, or a better wqrta striving, and tolerant of the weak and the wrong; b

just a better year, there would be no hope. We neeatause sometime in life you will have been all es&”

faith not only in God but in our leaders, in our

neighbors, and in ourselves. A local couple, whose

four-year-old daughter was diagnosed with leuke-

mia last spring, had faith that all of these sosirake

help would restore her health. As of last month the

child is cancer free.

—

Ellen Goodman, long-time nationally syndicated




Treasures
(continued from page 2)

Blessings | have received from our Hickory Neck
Church family have been love and caring suppor
for our family as we go through life changing
events.

family a home church.

Hickory Neck Church helps us joyfully worship
and feels God’'s presence throughout the servic
which helps us throughout the week.

Met many friendly people especially in Foyer.

| enjoyed the Fall Festival.

need.
Norman Forde funeral at Arlington.

Father Michael's and Lauren’s wisdom and guid-
ance.

The blessings of new friends.

portunities.

Prayer support from Hickory Neck Church’s heal-
ing ministry.

munity.

Religious development of my family.

| have been blessed by the new availability ofl“soi
therapy” in the form of the garden outside the
church.

Scholars at the 11:15 a.m. service.

healing ministry.

kitchen — serving meals to others.

Watching our children grow in the knowledge and
love of Christ through other members of our
Church — either sitting with them in Churchda

They have also been there to offer my extendedhe singing of the congregation — mostly from tije

Emergency Meals Chairman — giving to others in

Being able to serve God through pastoral care opHickory Neck.

Fall Festival — as a way to give myself to the com-student/mentor.

I have been blessed by the presence of the Choral

| have been blessed by the involvement with the

| have been blessed by my involvement in the soup

worshiping with them or in Sunday school and segvip
the elements for Communion.

Quiet day retreat.

t
I am grateful that Hickory Neck Church has so majhy

opportunities for me to be of service to the church

Hickory Neck Hymnal — gives me a joyful lift.

This is a congregation that shares — good timeshadd
Bmes — that makes it seem especially like family.

The beauty and comfort of Kathy Ramsaur’s memonal
service.

The work and worship of the prayer shawl ministry.

The inspiration of Father Kunz from El Hogar [in tdo
duras].

I am blessed in my association with the scholas @n
mystics of our Education for Ministry class.

| have been blessed by the tremendous participafiof
our parish members in the Fall Festival.

| am blessed to be in community with all the sawits

Becoming a member of the healing team has beer] so
wonderful.

Being back with our Education for Ministry group ds

The excitement of meeting the children of El Hogpr
next year.

Friendly welcome by greeters.

The knowledge that we have a clean, dry, warm|or
cool, safe place to worship God.

Excellent clergy available to lead our worship aad
help us in many ways.

Sharing two wonderful vacation weeks with friends
from this parish.

Learning about a life changing way to eat and velig
stress from a parish member.

Taking up knitting again to knit prayer shawls for
friends in need




Good health. Helped keep me in good shape for my age.

Loving family and friends (blood relations, church Has provided an opportunity for me to meditate ahd
family and fine neighbors) think inwardly.

Growing concerns and tolerance as | grow older. | feel blessed and excited to watch the childrengoup
the gifts — what a wonderful way to include thend ap

The inspiration of hymns as prayers to God. bring them closer to God.

The support of the Sunday school team. Praise Band.
ggzg able to learn and worship with young chil- the opnortunity to give through the Angel Tree afd
. FISH

Support and prayers for and in my tentative steps

toward ordained ministry. Serving the Lord for Kathy Ramsaur’s funeral.

The support and welcome this congregation hasThe prayers received for my aunt.

Slh%Wg to new members, my extended family in- worshipping with the most spirited people.
cluded.

, _ _ . 4"-Day Group — ever changing, but always there.
The gift of joy and love at being able to parti¢cga

in some wonderful ministries: the Praise Band, Lay Unconditional love that is ever present.

Eucharistic Minister, chalice bearer to name a few. _ _
Being the village that helped me raise my daughter.

The challenge and blessing of study: Michael's This has occurred over more than one year. Ske |s
Bible study; Education for Ministry. beautiful young woman now and | could not have done

_ ) _ it without Hickory Neck Church.
Loving support of Hickory Neck Church family.

The joy of family that can worship together desiife

Sermons that inspire and challenge. ference in past denominational traditions.

Meeting new people in the Foyer groups. The songs of the Praise Band.

Adult education groups.

=

The sponsorship of church members in diaconate gro-

Friendliness of parishioners. grams.
The sermons given. Prayer station support.
A friendly, caring, welcoming Church family. The beauty of the crepe myrtle trees — the bloonas &

. . _ blazing red leaves — fruits of labor.
The joy of talented and giving people in the prayer

shawl ministry. The family and fellowship found through Christ g
Hickory Neck Church.

—*

Brought me to this church.

| have been blessed with the friendship and acoepts

Michael's sermons. i
of our congregation.

Lauren’s sermons. | feel so blessed to be among and so close to twsg
Playing in the Praise Band and healing at 9 a.m.  tering the clergy from our Church.

Growing # [number of] candidates for Cursillo. | feel blessed when | complete a volunteer duty.
Education for Ministry. Renewal of our wedding vows on ourS@nniversary.

Has provided a group from this congregation who Healing of my five years of medical problems.
is caring.




Completion of my new era history books of church.Being able to participate in Vacation Bible SChOL

Continue to update as needed. and youth meals.

Marriage of 50 years. Getting to know more people at Hickory Nedk
Church and feel their warmth and “welcomnesg”

Wednesday morning Bible study. through the worship and the fellowship and minifs-
tries.

Husband’s successful surgery.
Father Michael's and Lauren’s compassion, supp@rt,

Closeness of family. and understanding and sense of humanness and|get-
. ting to know the young people of the church apd
Fellowship. cor%]munity. young peop

Prayers in adversity. Time spent with Emma Delk and her peers.

Corporate worship. Reunion group with Eve Gee and Sandy Harvey.

Membership in a loving [can’t read] family. Leading friends to become members of Hickofy

Fulfillment of spiritual needs. Neck Church.

More than 3 ways — no restrictions. Continuir_1g to enrich my prayer life th_rough the su
port of Hickory Neck Church community.

[

Spot-on sermons (meaningful messages). _ _ . _
Watching my children participate more fully in th

Parish participation events (i.e. Fall Festivalt-ou service every week.
reach, etc.).

7

My limited involvement in the outreach committe¢.
Faith learning opportunities (i.e. study groups). Good people!

Opportunities to give of self to others and to gtud ~ The community garden seemed like a good ideq —
why didn’t | plant 10 hills of pumpkins to sell Hte

Friendship in Christ. Fall Festival?

For peace thru love. | sold my old house. (That was a miracle.)

Deepening spirituality. Prayer shawl group ministry — supports each o;Ter
) ) ) and the parish and brings me into the church as a}s

Taking the Eucharist to our shut-ins. | am moregjg| and prayer activity.

blessed than they.
. _ ) ~ | know and have seen the support provided by T}ur
Our Monday night Bible study. This keeps me think-parish to other members and feel comforted thét

ing on God's Word and blesses me by being with othneeded spiritual or bodily support | would receilve
ers.

, ) , Loving compassion and companionship as | grigve
The “community” of being a part of this Church. I 5, my friend Kathy Ramsaur.

want andheedto be here.

_ _ _ Prayer shawl given to me as | heal in body, mimdi, 3
The formation of new friendships through foyer gpjrit from a variety of losses.

groups.
Meals, hugs, laughter, tears — shared with a lovjng
The opportunity to help the hungry through the foodcommunity.

bank program.
Provided me a spiritual director to offer prayedag

Expanding horizons through the missionaries whancouragement.

have spoken to us. _ o ,
Given me membership in the Ultreya that Hickofy

Celebration of Kathy Ramsaur’s life. Neck Church hosts.




Given me the chance to accompany the little chil- Support of family through/by prayer group and blegs
dren as an assistant to the children’s chapekdo r  ing station on Sunday morning.
ognize them and be recognized by them.

Having more people knowing me/us and asking to j¢in
50th anniversary celebration. groups.
Good health. We are so blessed to have Father Michael and Pgstor

_ _ _ Lauren — they are truly God’s representatives.
Loving family and good friends.

God’s love allowed to shine forth through willing

The community’s loving spirit. hearts.

As | asked for God's grace — it comes helping me The Rector's homily at funeral for Margaret Wilkinf
to forgive and change. son.

My groups — Cursillo, healing, Foyer, music. Anthems by Choral Scholars.

New friendships. Sermons of Lauren and Michael.

The feeling of being needed for coffee hour, recep- | |ove the prayerful time when | work with the alta
tions, etc. linens.

Knowing that if | need help | can call Hickory | feel nourished each Wednesday as our group congin
Neck Church. ues its study of the Bible and how it relates to ete-

Having a loving wife. ryday life. Our sharing is precious to me.

| feel renewed when the choir offers its beautiful-

Having 3 great children. Sic.

Having 9 great grandchildren. Being involved in Foyer groups where friends wele
made and fellowship with other Hickory Neck Churgh

Paula Simmons’ responsible, amicable leadership members was shared.

Vacation Bible School. Being part of the Altar Guild and preparing for Sum

Service for the education of young children. day worship.

The healing station. Knowing | have a church family close by ready {o
help me and others whenever there is a need.

The musical portion — new addition to Sunday , _
School. The January Vestry meeting communion served |by

members of the Vestry in the Historic Chapel.

Fat Tuesday Pancake supper. .
The out-pouring of love for Kathy Ramsaur and rec-

Children’s Instructional Eucharist. ognition of her gift to Hickory Neck.
Organization/classroom management of Sunday The willingness of the various ministry members fo
School — better this year. step in and help others when there are emergencieq.
Renewal of faith — Hickory Neck was instrumental Working with “youth” from toddler to elderly in out

in this. reach events.

Fellowship. Serving with community food serving/preparation.

Encouragement to make a commitment to Out- To better get to know Reverend Lauren.
reach.

The caring attitude of the parishioners. Support from Michael in my time of need.




Meeting Church member in the community and sharWorshipping with friends and family week to week |s

ing our love of Hickory Neck Church. an important facet of my life at Hickory Nec
Church.

To be able to participate as a Eucharistic Visitiod

to often use the kit that belong to the late Revére Direct, open conversation with clergy on views that

Norman Forde. differed from mine and how | might think of worlq

views from a “godly perspective.”
To have more time and energy to give to Hickory godly persp

Neck Church in various areas — lector, usher, Buchadearing my sons relay teachings from Sundpy

ristic Visitor, etc. School.

Helping the needy in these trying times. To better get to know Reverend Lauren.

The healing prayers. Support from Michael in my time of need.

Support from Father Michael. Music — | am often overwhelmed by the feeling f

being filled with the Holy Spirit when we sing cairt
songs during worship. That feeling always feeds T]y
soul and leaves with me and stays until | retuen

next week.

Healing of Communion.

Fellowship whenever the Hickory Neck Church fam-
ily meets.

Fellowship — all types (e.g. Family Foyer, picnicg)
give me an opportunity to get to know my faith fam-
The Peace of God. ily better and stay in tune with their lives andeds

so | can keep them in my prayers as needed for pny
The beautiful emphasis on music and the enthusiastspecial needs.
participation of the congregation in the music &t s
vices. Sermons — always thought provoking and really

make me think not only about its message, but hopv |
The insightful sermons given by both Michael andcan affect my life with that message.
Lauren.

Ed plus Music equals Joy.

Michael’s classes.
The warmth of the people at Hickory Neck Church.

_ o Lauren’s centering prayer opportunity.
The Education for Ministry class.

_ ) o _ Taking Eucharist to those wishing it, as a Lay Euch
The special relationship with Jesus during the \eekK ristic Visitor.

communion.
. . The graveside memorial service for transferred hjis-
The fellowship of friends. band’s ashes so appreciated by family. It seemeq to

Kathy Ramsaur's memorial — meeting the womangive a closure — an inspiration to all membersges

who gave Kathy the prayer shawl. cially singers of hymns.

[=J

- . Cursillo Tuesday group meetings. Special times|to
Singing the songs which are well known to the CON5hare the spiritual daily events in our lives ire th

gregation; some “praise,” some oldie’s; feeling the
church.
togetherness.

Sharing Foyer dinners. Singing in the choir.

The youth group’s time together continues to be a Monday Bible study.

major source of joy to me.

Working with others each year at the Hickory Neck
Church Fall Festival is one of the activities ot th

church | always look forward to.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|




Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church
8300 Richmond Road
Toano, VA 23168

Tel (757) 566-0276 Fax (757) 566-0081

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, throbigChrist”

with you on January 10 Copies of the paperback arg

Science vs. Faith —Is available on Amazon.com for $9.50 and at Barnes §nd
Reconciliation Possible? Noble or Books A Million for $15.
Carol Goff Nugget Notes

(Continued from page 5)

Over the past 150 years, the rift between religion
and science has grown ever wider and very bitter.
Today's media spotlights battles between seculhr an
religious people over the teaching of evolutioenst  On Thursday, January 2there will be an Ecumenical
cell research, in vitro fertilization and other aseof ~ Worship Service to commemorate the Week of Prayer
medicine and science. These battles seem to givior Christian Unity at 7:30 p.m. at Bruton Parisj.
credibility to an "either/or" stance you can be ei- Churches of different denominations from around-Wjl
ther religious or rational. liamsburg will be a part of this servic®astor Lauren

_ _ _ , will be participating in the service, and severatigh-
Francis Collins, an MD, leading genetics researcherigners will be singing in the choir. Come join ais-

head of the Human Genome project for many yearsyers and brothers in Christ as we worship God ahet ¢
and now director of the National Institutes of Heal pyate the things that unite us.

(NIH), offers an alternate view in his bodkye Lan-
guage of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for BeFor those of you looking to participate in hands-n
lief. His book introduces us to the wonders of evo-outreach ministries, our From His Hands datesH
lutionary science, genetic research, Big Bang theor year are March'} July 29", September 30 and De-
etc., rejecting the idea that science is in confliith cember ¥. We will announce specific needs as we det
or disproves Christianity. The theme of his bosk i closer to each serving date.
that faith in God and the discoveries of scienae ar
compatible.

please contacPastor Lauren (Imcdonald@hickory
neck.org.

Offering envelopes for 2010 are available in the-Ng
thex. Please pick them up.
| invite you to explore and discuss this book with

during the Adult Forum time on Sunday mornings,

beginning on January T@nd continuing through
February 1%. Some of the chapters are challenging NUGGETS STAFF
for a non-scientist, but by far the majority of his- Editor: Nancy Snyder

cussion is not difficult to follow. He takes us an Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney
fascinating personal journey from atheism to belief Spotlight Reporter'.Jim 1zz0

and leads us from topic to topic to support hisaide .
that "...sequencing the human genome....was both a Production: Steve Snyder

stunning scientific achievement and an occasion of _
worship." February Deadline — January 18

If you would like to join me in a study of this isis- E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at
ing and reassuring book, please bring your copy nanstevel3@cox.net




