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It was unseasona-
bly hot for north-
central Italy in 
mid-May, and the 
air-conditioner on 
the bus was bro-
ken.  The choir of 

Transylvania University, including me, was 
not amused.  Since the windows couldn’t be 
opened, the temperature was actually higher 
inside the charter bus than outside.  As a 
small mercy, someone decided that instead of 
our planned on-the-bus luncheon, we’d stop 
for a little picnic. 
 
After a quick trip to the Italian version of a 
convenience store, where we picked up 
cheese, fresh bread, a little Chianti, and plenty 
of Orangina, our bus driver meandered around 
looking for a good place to park.  We wound 
up on a country road in the middle of no-
where, and that was probably wise, because 
we were rank in more ways than one. 
 
Not only had we sweated profusely through 
the morning, but our mood was dark, and not 
just because of a busted air-conditioning unit.  
Our European debut performance the night 
before at the Duomo in Florence had not been 
stellar, which is to put it kindly.  
 
The first flub was some confusion about pre-
cisely when the Mass was going to start.  We 
thought 7:00 p.m., but the Mass was, in fact, 
at 6:00 p.m.  What was worse, we ran into 
heavy traffic coming into  Florence,  and  then 

were unable to bring our bus as close to the 
Duomo as we had hoped. (Imagine ladies in 
evening dresses hauling cellos at a trot 
through the streets of Florence, and you get 
the idea.) (And, yes, we gentlemen offered to 
carry them, but some ladies like to haul their 
own cello, thank you very much.) 
 
Once we arrived at the Duomo, we discov-
ered that our ample rehearsal time no longer 
existed, due to the earlier-than-expected start-
time for the Mass.  We barely had time to 
form up in an alcove of the South transept.  
Of course, life was hardest for our intrepid 
string ensemble, which provided accompani-
ment for the choir.   
 
We had just disembarked from the plane the 
day before, and because we had expected 
plenty of time to prepare for our first per-
formance, no one had troubled to tune their 
instruments – a fatal error.  You see, the un-
pressurized cargo holds on an airplane do 
very strange things to a string instrument, 
and they emerge from the plane badly out of 
tune. (Imagine –– well, it’s just 
unimaginable how they sound after an 
ordeal like that.) Tuning an instrument is 
hard enough, 
but when a 
con- gregation 
is gathering 
for a Mass, a 
large choir is 
s c r a m b l i n g 
around, and a  
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Unexpected Blessings 
 

 The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 
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stern and very anxious Roman Catholic priest is 
giving you undecipherable instructions in Italian, it 
is well nigh impossible to tune a musical instru-
ment properly.  
 
Of course, once we got started, all was well, except 
for the fact that we hadn’t rehearsed much in a 
huge space that featured nearly nine seconds of 
reverberation.  For the uninitiated, reverberation is 
the amount of time a sound will echo in a closed 
space.  We had never sung in anyplace nearly as 
big, and none of us knew what it would be like 
singing in what amounted to an echo chamber.   
 
Well, we held it together, but it wasn’t pretty, and it 
certainly wasn’t how we wanted to start this Euro-
pean tour, our first as a choir and the first in the 
history of the music program at a University estab-
lished in 1780 -- hence, the sour moods on that 
sweaty day in north-central Italy.  
 
We exited from the bus into a small copse of woods 
nestled amongst a broad swath of farmland.  There 
was wheat ripening on our left, completely inun-
dated with tiny poppy blossoms, red and pink pet-
als tissue-paper thin, rising just above the stalks of 
grain.  It was a soothing sight to ponder in the 
shade underneath trees that seemed to be shedding 
some sort of gossamer fabric the size of large 
snowflakes.  I don’t know what type of tree does 
that, but it was delightful, as the breeze played with 
these little clumps of fluff.   
 
We sat down on the damp ground to open our 
cheese and wine, only to discover that there were 
only three knives and a single corkscrew among the 
fifty of us.  This was going to be a longer, more 
leisurely lunch than any of us had anticipated or 
desired.  However, one of our violinists, an accom-
plished professor, brought out his instrument – now 
well-tuned – and began to serenade us with country 
ballads.  
  
The transformation was amazing.  We were hot, 
still a bit jet-lagged, some nursing hangovers from 
the night before, and all of us distressed by our 
poor performance at the Duomo.  Yet here in this 
glade, underneath the trees molting snowflakes into 
a light breeze, with a view to golden grain infused 
with colorful poppy blossoms, our simple meal 
turned into a moment of healing, as the jaunty tunes 

kept coming from our bearded professor.  It was an in-
stant of unexpected blessing, where frustrated silence 
was overcome by smiles and laughter. 
 
What I learned from what could have been a rather pro-
saic interlude, is that we thought the whole point was 
singing splendidly in gorgeous historic places, when in 
truth the really worthwhile bits of life happen in unex-
pected moments of bliss, where circumstances beyond 
our control lead us to inexpressible joy in the simple 
pleasures of fellowship and tender natural beauty.  The 
whole day, indeed the whole tour, could have been a 
disaster, but it wasn’t, and not by design, but simply 
because of grace – unexpected, unsought – yet given.       

 
The Senior Warden’s Corner 

 
Bill Teale 

Lauren McDonald will become our new associate rector 
on July 1, 2008.  Does she have a clue what she is in 
for?  She received a taste of the Hickory Neck welcome 
when she visited the church in April but she hasn’t seen 
anything yet!  In her first month she will meet most of 
the parish collectively at services and individually in 
small group meetings at the church and in parishioners' 
homes.  
 
For those who have not signed up yet, space is still 
available at the following Meet-N-Greets: 
 

· Monday 7/7      12:00 noon at HNC  
· Monday            7/7        7:00 PM at the Teale’s 
· Wednesday       7/9       7:00 PM at the Somloi’s  
· Sunday             7/13      4:00 PM at the Gee’s 
 

(continued on page 4) 
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The author who wrote that you can’t go home again was 
wrong, at least about people like Betty and Frank Som-
loi, who were born and raised in Richmond, left Virginia 
in 1966, and came back  three years ago, after they re-
tired.  
 
Betty began visiting Episcopal churches in the Williams-
burg area, while Frank was still in New Jersey finishing 
his career; coincidentally, she saved the best for last. 
“Some of our neighbors encouraged me to try Hickory 
Neck,” she said. “I was surprised to find such a vibrant 
community here. I love the spiritual nourishment and 
social interaction; it energizes me.” 
 
Betty began her social interaction as a greeter, then a 
lector, then carrier of the chalice. She began her commit-
tee participation by joining the discernment committee 
of Bob Gay, who is now in the process of being ordained 
to the diaconate. She was part of the steering committee 
in charge of the visioning process last year. “We read 
every report from every group, as well as individuals,” 
she explained,  “analyzed and organized  the information 
into categories,  so  we  could  recommend  the  direction  

Hickory Neck should continue in its ministry. I 
was honored to be a part of that group.” The com-
mittee’s final report, she said, is designed “to move 
Hickory Neck in the appropriate direction that will 
continue to nourish the parish spiritually, provide 
plans for the future, and through its outreach min-
istry become a light in northern James City 
County.” 
 
Betty’s experience during the visioning process 
gave her “insight into the needs and concerns of 
the whole parish,” and prepared her to be a candi-
date, earlier this year, for the Vestry, which assists 
the rector in the administration of the church. Since 
her election, she is assisting in the formation of 
foyer groups and in welcoming newcomers. At the 
annual meeting in 2006, she was elected as a dele-
gate to the Diocesan Council of Southern Virginia. 
She served as an alternate in 2007 and as a dele-
gate this year.  
 
Betty met Frank Somloi in high school in Rich-
mond; they married in 1964, while Frank was a 
graduate student at the University of Virginia. The 
Somloi’s lived in Utah for four years, while Frank 
was in the Air Force. “Frank’s story is much more 
interesting than mine,” Betty said. “He was born in 
Budapest, Hungary, became a refugee as a child 
during World War II, and then lived in France until 
the age of 12. English is his fourth language.” 
 
After the Air Force, Frank went to work for Bell 
Labs in Pennsylvania as an engineer. Betty, a 
graduate of Madison College (now James Madison 
University), continued her 25 year teaching career 
as a reading and language arts instructor and super-
visor. “My favorite part was the Great Books dis-
cussions,” she said. Betty continued “her need to 
teach” after retirement by giving group tours to 
school classes as a museum program assistant at 
Jamestown Settlement and  in  Colonial  Williams- 

 
Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 
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             Spotlight on Betty and Frank Somloi 
                                   
                                           Jim Izzo 
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donated land. The acreage was well situated, for it 
abutted the well-traveled thoroughfare that ran from 
Williamsburg to New Kent Courthouse (the forerunners 
of  Richmond and Old Stage Roads) and it was close to 
the road that ran toward Coles Ferry and Charles City 
County (the forerunner of Old  Forge Road) and had a 
branch leading to Holt’s (Providence) Forge.  
 
The vestry hired John Moore and Lewis Deloney 
(Delony) to build the new brick church, which was to 
be 60 feet long and 20 feet wide and roofed over with 
wood-shingles.  Our colonial vestry records provide us 
with other specifics. The altar, located in the east end of 
the church in accord with Anglican tradition, was railed 
in and furnished with a table and font. Overhead soared 
an arched or barrel ceiling. The church’s side walls had 
three windows apiece and there were two windows in 
each end wall.  The main entrance to the church, lo-
cated in its west end beneath a 12-foot-long gallery, 
opened onto the main road. The aisles of the church 
were paved with white Bristol stone, the interior walls 
were painted white, and there were wainscoted box 
pews. This description, plus archaeological evidence 
uncovered in 1934, sheds a great deal of light upon the 
layout and appearance of the oldest portion of Hickory 
Neck Church.  Today, the remains of the 1734 church 
are preserved belowground, just outside the entrance to 
the north transept, added in 1774 and still used for wor-
ship services. 

burg. “We involve the kids in the learning process 
through hands on instruction and the asking of 
higher level questions,” she explained, adding, “All 
my Virginia history came back to me.” 
 
Frank has made use of his skills in retirement by 
repairing voting machines for James City County – 
he’s on call during every election – and by helping 
with the installation of the new organ at Hickory 
Neck. Betty calls him “an overeducated repairman” 
and “an engineer’s engineer. Unlike me, he’s really 
an introvert.” 
 
Betty and Frank have two children and the “five 
most wonderful grandchildren in the world,” ac-
cording to Betty, who calls herself “an idiot grand-
mother.”  Their son Steven and his wife Lesley, 
who live in Charlotte, North Carolina, have Lauren, 
Megan, and Reid. Their daughter Catherine and her 
husband Jake, who live in Philadelphia, have 
McKenna and Coleman. 
 
Betty had this to say about Hickory Neck Church in 
general and the Vestry in particular: “Despite dif-
ferent personalities and differing opinions, we have 
an incredible way of working together to resolve 
conflicts for the common good. I’m very impressed 
with the fact that we can worship together with our 
differences. It was a gift we picked up here early 
on.” 

 
Remembering Our Past 

 
Martha W. McCartney 

Hickory Neck Church, 
once the “lower” (or east-
ernmost) church of an-
cient Blisland Parish, 
takes its name from Hick-
ory Neck Plantation, the 
home of churchwarden 
and parish clerk Henry 
Holdcroft and his wife, 
Mary.  In 1733 Mrs. 
Mary Holdcroft, then a 

widow, gave the acre of land upon which our his-
toric church is built.  On February 1, 1734, when 
Blisland Parish’s vestry met at a nearby tavern, its 
members agreed to erect  a  brick  church  upon  the 

The Senior Warden’s Corner 
(continued from page 2) 

 
· Monday          7/14   3:30 PM at  Patriot’s  
                                                           Colony 
· Tuesday          7/15   6:30 PM at the Forloine’s 
 

The sign up sheets are in the Narthex. 
 
There will be no gradual immersion into church activi-
ties.  She will preach a sermon on her first Sunday.  
Michael will begin his mentorship of her development 
as our new assistant rector.  In August she will be or-
dained at our own church which will mark another 
“first” for Hickory Neck. 
 
Over the next few years Hickory Neck Church will do 
again what it has done so well before – welcoming a 
new member into its midst and launching the career of 
a promising new priest.  It will be fun to welcome and 
fun to watch. 
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July Celebrations 

�
Birthdays�

  3   -   Kay Cooper 
  3   -   Robert Fredorisko 
  4   -   Hoover Lide 
  4   -   Karen Buckley 
  5   -   Donna Casanave  
  5   -   Marshall Blanchard 
  6   -   Brian Husted 
  6   -   Connie Kendrick 
  9   -   Theresa Hunter  
11   -   Allison Tanner 
 

 
Anniversaries 

 10   -   Debby & Cleve Corlett  
 11   -   Connie & Ollie Kendrick 
 15   -   Lynn & Larry Kelly 
 16   -   Linda & Buddy Matthews 
 17   -   Robin & Don Seeterlin 
 19   -   Jean & Chuck Jundt 
 19   -   Mary & Bob Pringle 
 20   -   Martha McCartney & Carl Ashman 
 20   -   Jane & Thomas O’Neal 
 24   -   Shelly & Richard Smith 
 25   -   Betty & Frank Somloi 
 27   -   Laurie & Jeff Brown 
 29   -   Linda Becker & Peter Haines 

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are  not 
listed above, please  send the appropriate information to  nan-
steve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.    �

The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assembled 
in regular session on Tuesday, June 3, 2008, in the 
Wilkinson Center.  The minutes of the May Vestry 
meeting and the Treasurer’s report were both ap-
proved.   
 
The Junior Warden, Lauris Zeni, reported that an 
updated membership roster was being compiled by 
Hope Brans; that Mark Kintner is seeking a Co-
Chair to assist him with the Fall Festival and will be 
meeting with committee chairs soon; and thanked 
Paula Simmons and Don Seeterlin and their volun-
teers for their help with cleanup and reorganization 
of storage space on the second floor of the Wilkin-
son Center and in the New Chapel, and to Lynn 
Geddy for feeding lunch to the workers. The Senior 
Warden, Bill Teale reported that the newly revised 
Hickory Neck Hymnals are ready for publication; 
and that he is working with Laurie Brown to create 
a subsection of the Hickory Neck website to guide 
potential donors to the giving of various types of 
gifts to Hickory Neck Church. The Rector reported 
that the slate of five candidates for Bishop of the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia had been selected by 
the Nominating Committee and that names and pro-
files of the candidates would be available for view-
ing on the Southern Virginia Diocesan website; that 
there would be a focused effort on behalf of Hick-
ory Neck, St. Martin's, and Bruton Parish church to 
regularly provide the Eucharist to retirement and 
elder care facilities in the area; and reminded the 
Vestry of the mid-year Vestry retreat on Saturday, 
July 12th.  The Vestry voted to appoint Mayes 
Mathews to a one-year term on the newly-created 
Covenant Board, effective December 1st  and the 
Vestry voted to authorize a visit from the Gideon's 
who will give witness talks and request donations 
for distribution of bibles here and abroad.  The next 
regular Vestry meeting will be on Tuesday, August 
19, 2008. 
 

 14   -    Don Bartholomay 
 18   -    Piper Baum 
 18   -    Michael Casanave 
 20   -    Carl Ashman 
 25   -    Charlotte Ellmers 
 26   -    Norman Cooper 
 26   -    Chuck White 
 28   -    Lauren McDonald 
 29   -    Ann Ragsdale 
 29   -    Lyndsey Houser �

 
Vestry Highlights 

 
Eve Butler-Gee, Register 
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In the beginning of this year, God created an empty 
classroom. 
Then God said, “Let there be Teachers”. 
God saw that the Teachers were good. 
On the first day he called  this Sunday School. 
 
On the second day, God said, “Let there be Chil-
dren”. 
So God made Children and separated them by age 
groups. 
So there was Godly Play and Intermediate Chalice. 
 
On the third day, God said, “Let the Children and 
the Teachers be gathered in the same place and call 
it Church”. 
And God saw that it was good. 
Let the Church put forth ideas that yield Christians 
of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 
And there was Hickory Neck Episcopal Church, the 
third  day. 
 
And God said, “Let there be liturgical seasons to 
define the weeks and the months. 
And God saw that it was good. 
There was Advent, Lent, Pentecost and more, on 
the fourth day. 
 
And God said, “Let there by hymns, learning and 
prayer across Hickory Neck Church”. 
So God created Hymnals and Bibles for the people 
of the Church. 
And God saw that it was good. 
God blessed them saying, “Be joyful and spread the 
word upon the Earth”, on the fifth day. 
 
And God said, ”Let the Church welcome new peo-
ple of every kind”. 
And it was so. 
And God saw that it was good. 
Then, God said, “Let Father Michael minister to the 
people and let him have dominion over the congre-
gation”. 
God saw everything that he had made and indeed it 
was very good. 
And   there   was   Church  and  Sunday  School  on   

the sixth day. 
 
Thus, the Church and the Children were finished and 
all their multitude. 
And on the seventh day, God finished the work he had 
done and  
He rested from all the work. 

 
In the Beginning… 

 
A poem by Hickory Neck’s 3rd and 5th Grade Sunday School Students 

�

Endowment Board is Formed 
 

Bill Teale 

At Hickory Neck's mid-year parish meeting, the pro-
posed Bylaws were approved.  These changes have al-
lowed the implementation of the resolution forming an 
endowment fund known as the Hickory Neck Church 
Covenant Fund as well as a five person board to over-
see the Fund. In the June 3rd vestry meeting, Mayes 
Mathews, a member of the Funding Future Ministries 
Committee which proposed the resolution, was ap-
pointed to a one year term on the Board.  Dick New-
man and Bill Small were appointed to two year terms, 
and Penny Orth and Coleman Ragsdale were appointed 
to three year terms.  The rector and the senior warden 
will be non-voting members of the Board. The first or-
der of business of the Board will be the election of a 
chair and the establishment of the rules and provisions 
of the Covenant Fund. In the coming months informa-
tion on contributions to the Fund will be published in 
the Nuggets and the E-pistle and through direct mail-
ings. 

�
�
�

Nugget Notes 

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to participate 
in everything freely, member or non-member. How-
ever, if you would like to become an official member of 
Hickory Neck, we want to make that happen for you. 
Simply call  our  office,  566-0276,  or  speak to  Father 
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                             (as of 5/31/2008) 

YTD Budget Income                    $ 155,033.75   
   YTD Actual Income        $ 158,718.48  
   YTD Budget Expenses       $ 149,632,20  
   YTD Actual Expenses      $ 147,557.99  
   Loan Balances  (as of 6/1/2008)      $ 555,641.00  
 
Fred Boelt reports that for the month of May and 
year to date, we continue to operate in the black.  
Additionally, we have been able to make some pro-
gress on the principal payment of our mortgage. 
Let’s maintain this trend! Please continue to keep 
your pledges current for that is how we are able to 
provide for salaries, programs and property upkeep 
in a responsible manner. Thank you for your caring 
support of God’s work at Hickory Neck.            
 

Michael. There are several ways to join. If you have 
not yet been baptized, we would be overjoyed to 
speak with you about receiving the Sacrament of Bap-
tism. If you are already baptized, we can transfer you 
in as a baptized member, and if your letter of mem-
bership resides in another congregation, we can write 
them and affect the transfer. Official membership en-
titles a person to vote and stand as a candidate in par-
ish elections, but making the commitment of member-
ship is also a good way to affirm your commitment to 
the mission of Jesus Christ in this place. 
 
Vacation Bible School is going green this summer!  
God's Green Earth will be the theme based on the 
creation story in Genesis.  As we learn about God 
creating the earth, we will also learn how we can take 
care of His creation.  Vacation Bible School, a 
joint venture with Hickory Neck Church, Bruton Par-
ish, and St. Martin's, will be at Bruton Parish, August 
4-8, 9:00 a.m. until noon.  Registration forms for chil-
dren ages 3 to rising 6th graders are available in the 
Wilkinson Learning Center and in the Narthex, as are 
volunteer forms for adults and teens.  We are also 
collecting small plastic containers (margarine tubs, 
yogurt containers, any small reusable plastic con-
tainer) for snacks and cloth napkins that you don’t use 
anymore.  There is a designated collection box with 
the Vacation Bible School tree logo in the Narthex of 
the New Chapel.  Contact Paula Simmons at 564-
7998 with questions. 
 
Ah, the lazy days of summer are here, yet we still 
long for fellowship and inspiration. Let’s gather 
Wednesdays in August from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in 
the Wilkinson Center for a refreshing look at amazing 
miracles: Jesus’ healing ministries. No homework! 
Flip flops encouraged. Ice cream guaranteed. The 
gatherings will be facilitated by Laurie Brown .  
 
On Saturday, August 23rd, at 11:00 a.m., God willing 
and with the people's consent, The Reverend Lauren 
McDonald will be ordained to The Sacred Order of 
Priests at Hickory Neck, with a covered dish lunch-
eon to follow. This will be the first ordination ever 
held on site at Hickory Neck Church. Please save the 
date. 
 
Information about the five candidates on the slate for 
election as Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Vir-
ginia can be found on our diocesan website, 
www.diosova.org.  

An excerpt from the Treasurer’s report, May 18th 
Parish meeting: “And being one not to miss an op-
portunity, have you noticed all of the ads suggesting 
how to spend your economic stimulus rebate checks? 
Grocery and appliance stores are saying that they 
will increase your amount by ten percent if you deal 
with them. There are all sorts of pitches out there to 
reel in your money. Well, how is this for a pitch from 
Hickory Neck? Consider tithing from the rebate to 
our debt service! Bold perhaps of me to suggest this, 
but at the recent Stewardship Conference that we 
held here for the Jamestown Convocation churches, a 
lady asked whether this would be proper. Hugh Mag-
ers, speaker for the conference, assured her that it 
would be just fine to suggest tithing of the rebate 
checks. So, with Hugh’s approval, I plant the seed. 
Will it grow? That is up to you, but it certainly 
would move us toward an early note burning! And 
what can we offer you – a chance to thank God for 
all good things that come to us!” 
 
Thanks to all who participated in the Farm Fresh 
ABC receipt program and the Ukrops Golden Gift 
program. From Farm Fresh, we are ordering a video 
projector and CD player for Christian Formation, 
soccer, dodge and volley balls for the youth, as well 
as children’s Bibles and choir CDs for the Sunday 
school program (over $1000 worth in all!).  We must�
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NUGGETS STAFF  

   Editor: Nancy Snyder 
   Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney  
   Spotlight Reporters: Carol Goff & Jim Izzo 
   Production: Steve Snyder 
 
   August Deadline - July 15th  
 
   E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at  
      nansteve13@cox.net 

Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church 
8300 Richmond Road 
Toano, VA 23168 
 
Tel (757) 566-0276           Fax (757) 566-0081    
 

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

wait a little longer to find out the contribution from 
Ukrops.  
 
Remember to bring your FISH donations the third 
Sunday of the month and place them near the kiosk 
in the Narthex. The FISH Pantry needs: cans of 
corn, jars of peanut butter/mayonnaise, cans of 
Spam/Treet, cookies, Graham/Goldfish crackers and 
individual fruit/applesauce cups.  
 
Volunteers are needed on a rotating schedule to help 
in the nursery on Sunday mornings during the 9:00 
a.m. service and Sunday school. Please contact 
Linda Becker at 566-4402 or Paula Simmons at 
564-7998 if you are willing to help with this special 
ministry.  
 
Mark Kintner , 2008 Fall Festival Chairman, writes 
that this year’s Fall Festival is scheduled for October 
4th and Chuck Jundt has graciously agreed to Chair 
the Silent Auction Team for one last year. We are in 
need of congregation members who can join the Si-
lent Auction Team to assist in making solicitations 
with local restaurants, merchants, golf courses, etc. 
to obtain items for this year’s Silent Auction. There 
will be an organizational meeting on Tuesday, July 
8th, at 7:00 p.m. at the Wilkinson Learning Center. 
Please come to the meeting and join the team to help 
make this year’s Silent Auction even better than last 
year’s “record setting” effort!  

The second installment in a series of indeterminate 
length, this volume picks up a few months before the 
baptism of Jesus in the Jordan and carries us through 
that event, his subsequent temptations in the wilder-
ness, and the wedding feast at Cana where, in the Gos-
pel of John, Jesus performed his first miracle – an 
Episcopal favorite, changing water into wine. Rice has 
an extraordinary ability to paint a compelling yet his-
torically accurate picture of Ancient Near Eastern cul-
ture, politics, landscape, and religion. Her theological 
imagination is cautious yet challenging, at many 
points causing the reader to wonder with her, “What 
if?” In particular, she does a convincing job of getting 
inside Jesus’ head. Her psychological insights into the 
mind of someone struggling with identity and vocation 
reveal the heart of a person who has apparently en-
gaged in some significant discernment, since authoring 
a series of salacious vampire novels.   

 
Summer Reading 

Suggestions 
 

The Very Reverend   
Michael L. Delk�

Anne Rice,  Christ the Lord: The Road to Cana, 242 
pages, $19.17 hardcover  

 
Schedule Reminder 

 
On Sunday, July 6th  at 9:30 a.m. our new Associate 
Rector, the Reverend Lauren McDonald, will preach at 
a single, combined Holy Eucharist. The service will be 
followed at 10:30 a.m. by a reception in honor of  
Reverend McDonald. 


