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Birthdays
The Reverend Michael L. Delk

By the time you read this, we will most very little fault of their own, has managed fo
likely have celebrated the 284nniversary  survive another 365 days, or 366 in a leap ydar.
of our nation’s birth. In the meantime, a It is good to honor a person’s existence, Jto

number of us, including me, will have cele- make an extra effort to show how much tiat

brated birthdays of our own. While we re- person means to those who love him or Her,

joice at the great age of our nation, which and parties, presents, and cake are a wondérful
proves the strength and merit of representa-way to do just that.

tive democracy, we tend to feel at least a

sonal age as it mounts. truly perfected the art of birthdays. For thope
unacquainted with J. R.
Tolkien’'s masterpiece,The

This is understandable in a
culture that celebrates — A Lord of the Ringsthe Hobbits
nay, nearly worships — (&% are a race of simple, shoft
youth, but the way | look @a% {\remmi L Com creatures that live in an idylli
at it, getting older is pref- Yy S pastoral paradise known gs
erable to the only remain- The Shire. Just like us, th
ing realistic alternative. celebrate birthdays, but wit
As one wit once put it, “I one crucial difference. Th
like old people. | aspire to birthday boy doesn’t receiv
be one myself someday.” gifts. He gives them.

In fact, | like birthdays, While | have never practice
because they give me an this way of marking anothe
opportunity to consider year of life, it seems sensibl
how I've spent my life over the past year, and quite Christian. (Tolkien was a devqut
and how I'd like to do it better in the year to Roman Catholic.) The idea was that a pers
come. Most people use the New Year on birthday had to do less with them and deglt

more wedded to the Church calendar, which that person'’s life.

launches the New Year on th& Sunday in

Advent, January *Lis more or less just an- As an aside, | have long thought that birthddys

other box on the calendar for me. ought to be less about the person whose chiro-
nometer has clicked over another year gnd

What really perplexes me about birthdays is more about the woman who bore that perdon

the fuss made over the person who, through for several months, culminating in one of the




most painful events of human experience. Evi-

dently, the Dutch practice this. Perhaps it is my Coming to Believe We're Beloved
Dutch ancestry (the name Delk is likely an English

form of the prominent Dutch surname Delpht) that The Reverend Lauren McDonald
causes me to feel this way, and | do take care to
thank my mother on June ®Zor bearing me and

NOUWEN ning July § and ending July 30
| have no hope that the Hobbit fashion of birthdays from 7:00 8:15 p.m., | will be
will ever prove popular, and it may be impractical.  Life of the Beloved  |eading a class on Henri Nouwen’
But it's food for thought that Tolkien’s imaginatio - Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Liv
created a species who view birthdays as a validatio | B ing in a Secular World Henri Nou-
and appreciation of the community within which a
person resides, rather than as a time to emphasiz
the importance of the individual. i

Harvard, Yale, and Notre Dam
! wrote many books on the spiritu
Even more fascinating is that of all the imaginary life. Life of the Belovedame to be
races who inhabit Tolkien’'s Middle Earth, only a written because of a conversation that Nouwen |

evil influence of The Ring of Power to be entrusted Nouwen to write about the spiritual life for himdahis

ancient elves, the wealthy mining dwarfs, and the wen began writing this book as a letter to hisniftie
human beings of that realm — were too vulnerable to“You are the Beloved,” he writes to Fred and th&n 4
the Ring’s seductive power. But those stubbyyhair plains what he means by that. To describe the mg

called Hobbits were able to produce someone withexplaining that, as the Beloved, we are taken,sbls
the strength of character to carry this dangerais d broken, and given.

vice on a long journey to the only place where it

could be destroyed: an active volcano known asin this class we will look at Nouwen’s idea of beitihe
Mount Doom. This selfless act saved Middle Earth Beloved and how we can live into it in our own Bve
from a horrible evil worse than outright destruntio The book is available for $11.53 on Amazon. It
and brought peace and comity. And all because of ashort and easy to read, but you don't have to retd
Hobbit named Frodo, who on his birthday, would be come to the class. The class will be structuresuich
wrapping the presents and planning the party meant way that you can participate even if you dondde
to honor everybody else. the book. For those reading the book we will caher
following sections:

July 8" — Being the Beloved, Becoming the Beloved

July 18" — Taken, Blessed
Nugget Notes July 22— Broken, Given

July 29" — Living as the Beloved

| am overwhelmed with gratitude for the presence, Many people will be traveling in July, but for treosf

prayers, and love of the Hickory Neck community at , g }
you who aren’t, come and join me for a conversati

my ordinationon June 19. Since the service, nu- that should be spiritually nourishing without beitog
merous people have commented on how wonderful.

) : . intellectually heavy for a warm summer evening.
itwas to have so many of you all 'drlve to Raleigh the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, when he was kapiti
witness and share in my ordination. | also want to

: by John, he heard a voice saying, “You are my 8w,
th'ank.you for the beautiful stole and prayer shawl. Beloved:; with you | am well pleased.” We, too, tre
will think of each and every one of you when | use

. i Beloved. In order to be most effective in sharihg
them both. As a p?”Sh' you have prayed love of God with others, we must first know that are
(continued on page 3)

loved ourselves.

giving me birth. HENRI ].M. 'On Thursday nights in July, begin}

v)

# wen, a Roman Catholic priest whp
e taught in many places, includingy
I

with its destruction. All the others — the nobleda friends, in language that they could understand)-Np

not terribly attractive yet charming epicurean figgi  ment of the Spirit, Nouwen uses Eucharistic languap

ad

Hobbit was considered sufficiently immune to the with a young reporter named Fred. When Fred asked

ve

is




Julia Messer's ordination.

three nominations to fill the position — Aaro
Small, Fred Boelt and Tina Sinclair. The Vest

Vestry Highlights elected Tina Sinclair.

Mary Teale Register A certificate to certify Gary Harvey, Nancy Asch
' iero, Fred Boelt and David Simmons as delega

The regular monthly meeting of the Vestry was held
June & in the Wilkinson Center. The minutes and
treasurer's report from the May Vestry meeting were
approved. Fred Boelt, Treasurer, was pleasedptortre

that May pledge and non-pledge income were ove
budget by a total of $2,158 while expenses for th

I,signed by the rector and the register.

e , . .
month were under budget by $2,550. Year-to-daee, t A Bylaws Review Cqmmltte_e to review the Bylawp
and recommend revisions, if necessary, to the Vgs-

try by September 1, will be appointed. The Bylavs

budget is in the black by $14,331.62. During May p
rishioners also made generous donations of $1,813 t
African Team Ministries, $5,800 to the church Caoaein
Fund and $791 to Relay for Life.

were last reviewed in 2008.

Vestry meeting will be held on August™,aat 7:00

Gary Harvey, Senior Warden, reported that shades ha p.m. in the Wilkinson Center.

been installed in the window behind the organ ie th
New Chapel and a second estimate has been recelv%gease note that the official minutes of the Juestly meeting will be

for endOSing the front of the New Chapel- approved at the August meeting and published oclibech web page
following that meeting.

Pastor Lauren praised the work of the Sunday School
leaders and teachers who have concluded theirnturre Nugget Notes
year. She said that Brett Miller will fill the ptisn of (continued from page 2)

pald volunteer in the nursery that was vacated W)E and for me and Supported me on this journey r-

Corlett's resignation. She praised the youth F®irt  ward ordination for years, and I cannot thanis y

Initiative in leading the Youth Sunday service am@  enough. | am honored and thrilled to be able fo
13" serve as your deacon and look forward to seefng
ou all when I return from my research travel thjs

Father Michael made special mention of a number 01>s/ummer. You truly are the light on the hill. All my
unsolicited gifts that have recently been made itkH  |oye, Maria Kane

ory Neck. These include $830 contributed anony-

mously that had been requested by the Daily Vacatio Mark your calendars for our Hickory Neck Churc
Bible School for its share of the summer prograat th Parish Retreat on Friday and Saturday, Octobe
includes packing food for Stop Hunger Now; Memorial and 9, 2010. This year we will gather at Roslye, th
Gifts for Bryan Husted and Dick Wilkinson that were 150-acre retreat center of the Episcopal Diocésg

sufficient to send a child to Chanco camp and to pu Virginia, on the James River in the west end pf

and Rick Garfield, Tom Gee, Ben Manning, and
Bob Williams as alternates for any council, specigl
council or pre-council meeting for the year beging-
ning July 1, 2010 was approved by the Vestry apd

There will be no Vestry meeting in July. The next

—

chasuble, two albs, five cinctures, a cassock gnd
surplice, and two stoles as well as a red stole for

One of the three church trustee positions was made
vacant by the death of Dick Wilkinson. There wefe

8

(0]

chase a defibrillator for the Parish House; and enaons Richmond (we were unable to reserve a suitalple

clerical garments which had belonged to Norman &ord date at Chanco this fall). Parishioners of ades
that his wife, Shirley, contributed; including agn silk (continued on page 6)

| Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickorynectg




Hickory Neck Prison Ministries

Jim lzzo

‘I was in prison and you visited me . . .” Matthew which had six weekly meetings to prepare for the f
25:36 Several parishioners have been acting on thday visit, for which they pay their own room ar|d
words from Matthew’s gospel in one of three prisonboard. Team members are assigned a talk topicrwithi
ministries supported by Hickory Neck Church. Kairos guidelines, and they have discussion and prayer
. _ groups. Joan described the mission of the team as
John Greenman and Patty Kipps volunteer Wil “pringing the love and mercy of Christ to the priso
liamsburg Walks The Talk (WWTWhich provides grs because many are laden with guilt and fesl the

Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail and returningit@| prisoners serving life sentences are free with sEhfi
in the local community, those who are viewed a8 “th and serve as role models for others.” Dave has lso
least of our brethren. made many day visits to prisons, to renew friergish

. onverse, and pray with others. Joan also mentioned
WWTT began about six years ago as an outgrowth q ther aspects of prison ministry, which she called

All Together a group of individuals of different races “expressions ofagape from the community. Thesd

who meet to discuss mutual concerns. “We wanted tQ . .
continue the relationship of this group,” John Saidmclude handwritten letters to inmates from peapte

“and we thought we could work with the families of the outside, “closings” on Sunday evenings, during

fisoners to provide transportation for them Whenwhich volunteers listen to prisoners talk aboutirthp
b P P week, and the 100 dozen cookies each volunteegdr]n

they were released. .The volunteers set up a mentES the prisoners. Joan Forrest and Jan Brown wéldn
program, John explained, whereby they would meg elp accumulating their 100 dozen each in Octoher,

with prisoners before their release and try to arep when they will participate in &airos weekend at a

them for the “huge transition” back into societyvé e in Rich d L oth
would listen to their stories, on an individual isas women's prison in R!C mond. Severa.ot er ways Uat
' Hickory Neck parishioners can help, include, signip

determine f[helr needs, in terms of housing, clghin up for the prayer wheel, making banners, and décdra
transportation, employment, etc. We work as a team

with the jail and the local Colonial Community Cor- Ihg placemats.
rections office.” WWTT is a non-denominational
organization, which welcomes persons of any faith
but religion is not a qualification for participati in

Good News Jail and Prison Ministig a non-profit
brganization providing chaplains locally, natiogall
, : and internationally for 50 years. The ministry i§s
the group's efforts. They meet on the first Monady ported by local churches, including Hickory Nec

each month at 6:45 p.m. in the library of St. Masti : . . -
Episcopal Church on Jamestown Road. John dewhlch gave it a fall festival grant last year, dnydindi

scribed his participation in WWTT as “a journey of \r/rllgl::;s and businesses, which have a concern forl in
the heart and part of my search for Christ. | elie '
Christ is with these men and women because He w
with them in the gospels.”

o)

Bood News Jail and Prison Ministry provides the
chaplain for the Virginia Peninsula Regional Jgil,

Dave and Joan Forrest participateKairos, which @& cooperative venture for Williamsburg, Poquosgn,
“addresses the spiritual needs of incarcerated medames City County, and York County. The chaplgin,
women, and children, their families and those whd-urrently Harold Dimmitt, is responsible for redmg,
work in the prison environment,” according to their ¢l€aring, and scheduling community volunteers |to
website.Kairos originated from Cursillo and is sup- aSSist in ministry opportunities conducting Bibtads

ported by volunteers from Cursillo and similar move i€S, worship services, and one-on-one Biblicalrirst
ments. Dave was the rector of a team fd€aaros  tion. Hickory Neck has helped support the chapsai
weekend in May at Nottoway, a maximum securityministry by providing books for thg inmates’ libyar
prison outside Richmond. After his applicatiand ~ Laurie Brown oversees the collection of théseks
approval by the state, he was assigned teaen, PY Providing a box in the Narthex.

—




July Celebrations

Bill Teale presents an Outreach grant to Patty Kippd John Birthdays
Greenman, who volunteer with Williamsburg Walks Trak.

3 - Louise Cooper 20 - Carl Aschman
4 - Karen Buckley 22 - David Henderson

; 4 - Hoover Lide 24 - Craig Hagan
BleSSIng of the Clowns 5 - Marshall 25 - Charlotte Ellmers
Blanchard 26 - Norman Cooper

5 - Donna Casanave 26 - Chuck White
6 - Connie Kendrick 27 - Carrol Bailey
9 - TheresaHunter 28 - Lauren McDonald
11 - Teresa Schaffner 28 - Kendell Swaney
11 - Allison Tanner 29 - Ann Ragsdale
I "# # 15 - Robert Zoglman 29 - Lyndsey Houser
$ % 18 - Piper Baum

Anniversaries

10 - Debby & Cleve Corlett
11 - Connie & Ollie Kendrick
15 - Lynn & Larry Kelley
16 - Linda & Buddy Matthews
+ % ( )0 - - &) /1 17 - Robin & Don Seeterlin
+$ 19 - Jean & Chuck Jundt
19 - Mary & Bob Pringle
20 - Martha McCartney & Carl Aschman
0 # $ % 20 - Jane & Thomas O’Neal
#9 23 - Ginger & Craig Hagan
24 - Shelly & Richard Smith
25 - Betty & Frank Somloi
27 - Laurie Brown & Jeff Hoage
29 - Linda Becker & Peter Haines

If your birthday or anniversary is this month anduyare
not listed above, please send the appropriatermation to
nanstevel3@-cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.




well or wanted to share his responsibilities. Therkc
Insights from a Colonial Insider compiled a record of the births, deaths, and nmgesa
that took place in his parish and recorded theryast
Martha W. McCartney minutes. Jones went on to say that it was a pidy t
clerks weren't regulated more closely, because sothe

times they tried to be “liked as well or betterrithie
The Reverend Hugh Jones, who cameMinister.” Although we know relatively little abou

i to Virginia in 1716 as master of the Blisland Parish clerk Henry Holdcroft, whose widoy
P College of William and Mary’s gram- donated the land on which historic Hickory Nedk
m mar school, was appointed professorChurch was built, our vestry minutes suggest theat |h
OUR of natural history and mathematics in was one of the “good guys,” a man who was devaied t

CHURCH |(if 1717. He was the rector of James Citythe wellbeing of his parish.
HISTORY Il parish and chaplain of the legislative
assembly’s 1718 and 1720 sessions. Baptisms
Jones returned to England in 1722 and his report o _
conditions in the Virginia colony was published in Hazel Elizabeth Maloney
1724. He moved back to Virginia in 1725 and be- Deaths
came rector of St. Stephen’s Parish in King and _
Queen County. However, after a heated dispute witt Bryan Husted — May f4burial set
the parish vestry, he resigned and went to Maryland for July #)
where he spent the remainder of his life. Richard Franklin Wilkinson — May

_ 14 (burial on May 20)
The Reverend Hugh Jones’ narrative sheds some

light on how colonial vestries functioned. Joneslransfers into Parish by Letter of Transfer

said that a typical vestry included the incumbent kevyin, Lissa and Dalton Ballard

clergyman (he used the term “minister”) and twelve Ropert, Nancy, Ryan and Brook Byrd

of “the most substantial and intelligent Persoms” i _

the parish. He said that when a new parish was edransfers out of Parish by Letter of Transfer
tablished, its first vestry was elected by localefr Georgia Stromer (moved to Alexandria, Virginia)
holders, that is, adult male landowners who were

free and white and lived within the parish’s bounda

ries. After the first election, vestries becamef-sel Nugget Notes

perpetuating and vacant seats were filled by a vote (continued from page 3)

of incumbent vestrymen. A new churchwarden WaSre invited to be a part of this gathering. Itlvoé a

chosen annually._Jones 'indicated that vest.ries' Ml me of fellowship, relaxation, worship, fun, quiend
aged all parochial affairs, such as mamtalnlngfood for the body :and soul. A,sign-up éhee’t is b

church property, providing for the poor, and seeinq S ) .
: he Narthex for those considering attending. Thils w
that the clergy were paid. The vestry also hadde p help in planning, even if your pla?\s changeq Reis

cession (or walk) the boundaries of the privatelytion forms will be available soon and, along with
owned real estate in the parish, to reaffirm tradi- ) '
: : . : your payment, will reserve your spot for the d@vero
tional boundaries. Unlike their modern counter- : .

arts, colonial vestries had taxing authority see the beauty of Roslyn,_ View the website
parts, ' www.roslyncenter.org For more information about theg

, . - Hickory Neck Church retreat, contéeaula Simmons
Another important parish official was the clerk.-Ac 't/ "oq08 Melissa Casherosat 345-2519.

cording to the Reverend Hugh Jones, if a clergyman
died or was absent for an extended period, thelpari The Reverendinn Dieterle has been called as the Seff-
clerk served as “a kind of Curate” who was allowedor Associate of St. James, Richmond (Diocese of V]
to perform all of the offices of the church exceptginia). Her duties there will begin on July™7 Ann
marriages and the sacraments of baptism and Holerved as Hickory Neck’s first full-time Associdte

sometimes they read the lessons and performedomforter, in the suburbs of metropolitan Chicago.
other functions if the parish rector was nefifeg




Ms. Julia Messer, who served a three month internshipwho are transitioning out of jail and back into ukg
at Hickory Neck in 2006 before entering seminags h life. There will be a collection box located ineth
accepted a call as Associate Rector of Emmanuel, ViNarthex. The most needed items are: toothpagte,
ginia Beach. She assumes her duties there on 6tlly 1 toothbrushes (individually wrapped), disposable fa-

. _ _zors, shaving cream, and gel hand cleaner. Lpss
Rich Keffert, who was a member of Hickory Neck unti needed but still appreciated items are: soap, shfm-

he relocated to the Char|0tteSVi||e area feW ym poo’ |Oti0n, non_alcoholic mouthwash, tampons d

will become a United States citizen in a ceremony acombs. We need smaller sizes of items. Good plages
Monticello on July &. It is a free event and open to the 1 buy items are dollar stores and Big Lots.

public. Anyone who is interested in attending cém o

tain additional infOI’mation by ContaCtir‘Bf,‘l’t Geddy The Singles Foyer group W|” be meeting at Saﬂb It
at 566-0234. ian restaurant located on Capital Landing Road fon
Thursday, August 19 6:30 p.m. Come join usl|
Please calBue Dugan 757-258-0949, or email he
at susiecuel052@aol.com/221-70%1you plan to
attend.

Thanksto all parishioners who contributed or partici-
pated in the African Team Ministries and the Rdlay
Life in May. We raised $1,203 for African Team Min-
istries and $791 was raised by our youth for Rétey
Life.

A new Centering Prayergroup has begun and they
meet at 7:30 a.m. on each Monday morning in the His
toric Chapel for a half hour of silent prayer, isit in
the presence of God. If you are interested in gipgt-

ing in this group, please contddbn Seeterlin or just

show up. (as of 5/31/2010)

Every quarter we work with From His Hands to prepar  YTD Budget Income $188P.95
a meal and serve it to our neighbors who live i@ th  YTD Actual Income $1901.36
Grove area. The next date is Thursday, Julf; 2@/e YTD Budget Expense $184,282.95
will need 4 or 5 people to prepare the meal aiV@ir- YTD Actual Expense $179,869.74

tin's from 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 5 or 6 pede
serve the meal at Grove Christian Outreach frond 5:1Fred Boelt reports that May was a redeeming mofth
p.m. to 6:45 p.m. If you are interested in senimg¢his  financially as we recouped some of our April shoft-
ministry, please conta&tastor Lauren. fall in income. We are grateful for those of youowH

L , . “caught up” on your pledges. Income for May endgd
The Women'’s Spirituality Group will not be haviitg over budget by $2,158, and year-to-date, over budge
regular meeting in July. Instead those who arer-inte by $9,918. Expenses came in under budget in May| by
ested will be meeting to share breakfast togetiié. $2,550, allowing us to finish the month in the Bla
will meet at the Old Mill Pancake House on Richmondby $4,709, and year-to-date, in the black by $12,3p
Road at 8:30 a.m. on July.7Please contadPastor This is an enviable position for it gives us ligtyd

Lauren if you would like to join us. when unforeseen expenses arise.

In the month of July the Outreach Committee isuUeat
ing the jail and prison ministries that Hickory Mec
supports, and we are praying for them all montm O
Thursday, July 18 Pastor Lauren andLucy Rothnie
will be taking a tour of the Peninsula Regional,Jad

by Chaplain Dimmitt, at 10:45 a.m. If you are mte
ested in taking a tour of the jail and would likejoin
us, please contaPastor Lauren.

Having just passed through the summer solstids, i
important to be refreshed by God’s love that pernje-
ates far and wide from our hill. To borrow the stop
light image from Michael's sermon on Juri& @hen
the light turns green and you take off on your vada
tion, slow down at the yellow light and reflect oh
God’s many blessings. And as you sit waiting fa t
red light to change, thank God and make a meijtal
note to keep your contributions up to date while y
are away. Above all, be safe and enjoy the summe

—4
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In July we will be receiving items for Williamsburg
Walks The Talk. These items will be used to hefgsth




ADRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church
8300 Richmond Road
Toano, VA 23168

Tel (757) 566-0276 Fax (757) 566-0081

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, throbigChrist”

still collecting used and unused, but not necelysai
new, materials to be reused and recycled as decpra-
tions, crafts, and other activities. A list of ded items
is posted in the Narthex, so please look around ypu
home (not the local store) for these items andgbrjn
them to the designated bins in the Narthex.

Hickory Neck Church parishioners, along with those ag you see, there are numerous ways to be a paft of
from St. Martin’s and from Bruton Parish, are in- \/gcation Bible School. August™to 6" is only a
vited to participate in various ways to help wittet  month away. St. Martin's will be a busy place from
upcoming Vacation Bible School ReNew: The 9:00 a.m. until noon. Join the fun and fellowship.
Green VBS The curriculum focuses on the care of Registration forms are available at the church and
creation (recycling, growing our own food, and the Hickory Neck Church website. Contact Paula-Sim

feeding others). The program is based on the Parmons at 564-7998 for more information.
able of the Sower, and each day’s activities inelud

centers focusing on self, community, and the world.
How can everyone be involved? Continue reading
to learn the answer.

Children ages 3-years-old through risiryj graders
may still register. Additional teen and adult vwolu
teers are always needed to make the week run
smoothly, even if you can't be there all week. All
adults in our congregation may participate in jdrt
our “world” component by packaging meals for the
Stop Hunger Nowrogram. Parishioners and friends
are invited to come by Vacation Bible School and . .
help package dehydrated, high protein, and highly Happy Birthday America
nutritious meals that are used in crisis situatiand
in feeding programs for schools and orphanages in

developing countries around the world. NUGGETS STAFF

Editor: Nancy Snyder
Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney
Production: Steve Snyder

There are opportunities to help prior to Vacation
Bible School as well. Hickory Neck Church is re-
sponsible for preparing the “Community” site so
watch for announcements in the bulletin and the E- _
pistle about prep sessions to be held at Hickory August Deadline —July 18
Neck Church this month.

_ _ E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at
As stewards of God's creation we will recycle and nanstevel3@cox.net

reuse materials for Vacation Bible School. We are




