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By the time you read this, we will most 
likely have celebrated the 234th anniversary 
of our nation’s birth.  In the meantime, a 
number of us, including me, will have cele-
brated birthdays of our own.  While we re-
joice at the great age of our nation, which 
proves the strength and merit of representa-
tive democracy, we tend to feel at least a 
little ambivalence when it comes to our per-
sonal age as it mounts. 
 
This is understandable in a 
culture that celebrates – 
nay, nearly worships – 
youth, but the way I look 
at it, getting older is pref-
erable to the only remain-
ing realistic alternative.  
As one wit once put it, “I 
like old people.  I aspire to 
be one myself someday.”   
 
In fact, I like birthdays, 
because they give me an 
opportunity to consider 
how I’ve spent my life over the past year, 
and how I’d like to do it better in the year to 
come.  Most people use the New Year on 
January 1st for such reflection, but since I’m 
more wedded to the Church calendar, which 
launches the New Year on the 1st Sunday in 
Advent, January 1st is more or less just an-
other box on the calendar for me.   
 
What really perplexes me about birthdays is 
the fuss made over the person who,  through 

 
Birthdays 

�
 The Reverend Michael L. Delk 

 

very little fault of their own, has managed to 
survive another 365 days, or 366 in a leap year.  
It is good to honor a person’s existence, to 
make an extra effort to show how much that 
person means to those who love him or her, 
and parties, presents, and cake are a wonderful 
way to do just that.   
 
However, it seems to me that Hobbits have 
truly perfected the art of birthdays.  For those 

unacquainted with J. R. R. 
Tolkien’s masterpiece, The 
Lord of the Rings, the Hobbits 
are a race of simple, short 
creatures that live in an idyllic 
pastoral paradise known as 
The Shire.  Just like us, they 
celebrate birthdays, but with 
one crucial difference.  The 
birthday boy doesn’t receive 
gifts.  He gives them. 
 
 While I have never practiced 
this way of marking another 
year of life, it seems sensible 

and quite Christian.  (Tolkien was a devout 
Roman Catholic.)  The idea was that a person’s 
birthday had to do less with them and dealt 
more with those who have shared and nurtured 
that person’s life.   
 
As an aside, I have long thought that birthdays 
ought to be less about the person whose chro-
nometer has clicked over another year and 
more about the woman who bore that person 
for  several  months,  culminating in one of  the 
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On Thursday nights in July, begin-
ning July 8th and ending July 30th, 
from 7:00 �  8:15 p.m., I will be 
leading a class on Henri Nouwen’s 
Life of the Beloved:  Spiritual Liv-
ing in a Secular World.  Henri Nou-
wen, a Roman Catholic priest who 
taught in many places, including 
Harvard, Yale, and Notre Dame, 
wrote many books on the spiritual 
life.  Life of the Beloved came to be 

written because of a conversation that Nouwen had 
with a young reporter named Fred.  When Fred asked 
Nouwen to write about the spiritual life for him and his 
friends, in language that they could understand, Nou-
wen began writing this book as a letter to his friend.  
“You are the Beloved,” he writes to Fred and then ex-
plains what he means by that.  To describe the move-
ment of the Spirit, Nouwen uses Eucharistic language, 
explaining that, as the Beloved, we are taken, blessed, 
broken, and given. 
 
In this class we will look at Nouwen’s idea of being the 
Beloved and how we can live into it in our own lives.  
The book is available for $11.53 on Amazon.  It is 
short and easy to read, but you don’t have to read it to 
come to the class.  The class will be structured in such 
a way that you can participate even if you don’t read 
the book.  For those reading the book we will cover the 
following sections: 
 
July 8th   – Being the Beloved, Becoming the Beloved 
July 15th – Taken, Blessed 
July 22nd – Broken, Given 
July 29th – Living as the Beloved 
 
Many people will be traveling in July, but for those of 
you who aren’t, come and join me for a conversation 
that should be spiritually nourishing without being too 
intellectually heavy for a warm summer evening.  At 
the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, when he was baptized 
by John, he heard a voice saying, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  We, too, are the 
Beloved.  In order to be most effective in sharing the 
love of God with others, we must first know that we are 
loved ourselves. 

most painful events of human experience.  Evi-
dently, the Dutch practice this.  Perhaps it is my 
Dutch ancestry (the name Delk is likely an English 
form of the prominent Dutch surname Delpht) that 
causes me to feel this way, and I do take care to 
thank my mother on June 22nd for bearing me and 
giving me birth.     
 
I have no hope that the Hobbit fashion of birthdays 
will ever prove popular, and it may be impractical.  
But it’s food for thought that Tolkien’s imagination 
created a species who view birthdays as a validation 
and appreciation of the community within which a 
person resides, rather than as a time to emphasize 
the importance of the individual.   
 
Even more fascinating is that of all the imaginary 
races who inhabit Tolkien’s Middle Earth, only a 
Hobbit was considered sufficiently immune to the 
evil influence of The Ring of Power to be entrusted 
with its destruction.  All the others – the noble and 
ancient elves, the wealthy mining dwarfs, and the 
human beings of that realm – were too vulnerable to 
the Ring’s seductive power.  But those stubby, hairy, 
not terribly attractive yet charming epicurean figures 
called Hobbits were able to produce someone with 
the strength of character to carry this dangerous de-
vice on a long journey to the only place where it 
could be destroyed: an active volcano known as 
Mount Doom.  This selfless act saved Middle Earth 
from a horrible evil worse than outright destruction, 
and brought peace and comity.  And all because of a 
Hobbit named Frodo, who on his birthday, would be 
wrapping the presents and planning the party meant 
to honor everybody else.   

�

�

Coming to Believe We’re Beloved 
 

The Reverend Lauren McDonald 

�
�

Nugget Notes�

I am overwhelmed with gratitude for the presence, 
prayers, and love of the Hickory Neck community at 
my ordination on June 19th. Since the service, nu-
merous people have commented on how wonderful 
it was to have so many of you all drive to Raleigh to 
witness and share in my ordination. I also want to 
thank you for the beautiful stole and prayer shawl. I 
will think of each and every one of you when I use 
them both.  As a parish,  you  have  prayed  with  me  

(continued on page 3)�
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 Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 

 

 

Vestry Highlights 
 

Mary Teale, Register 

chasuble, two albs, five cinctures, a cassock and 
surplice, and two stoles as well as a red stole for 
Julia Messer's ordination. 
 
One of the three church trustee positions was made 
vacant by the death of Dick Wilkinson.  There were 
three nominations to fill the position – Aaron 
Small, Fred Boelt and Tina Sinclair.  The Vestry 
elected Tina Sinclair. 
 
A certificate to certify Gary Harvey, Nancy Asch-
iero, Fred Boelt and David Simmons as delegates 
and Rick Garfield, Tom Gee, Ben Manning, and 
Bob Williams as alternates for any council, special 
council or pre-council meeting for the year begin-
ning July 1, 2010 was approved by the Vestry and 
signed by the rector and the register. 
 
A Bylaws Review Committee to review the Bylaws 
and recommend revisions, if necessary, to the Ves-
try by September 1, will be appointed.  The Bylaws 
were last reviewed in 2008. 
 
There will be no Vestry meeting in July.  The next 
Vestry meeting will be held on August 10th, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Wilkinson Center. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Vestry was held 
June 8th in the Wilkinson Center.  The minutes and 
treasurer's report from the May Vestry meeting were 
approved.  Fred Boelt, Treasurer, was pleased to report 
that May pledge and non-pledge income were over 
budget by a total of $2,158 while expenses for the 
month were under budget by $2,550.  Year-to-date, the 
budget is in the black by $14,331.62.  During May pa-
rishioners also made generous donations of $1,213 to 
African Team Ministries, $5,800 to the church Covenant 
Fund and $791 to Relay for Life. 
 
Gary Harvey, Senior Warden, reported that shades have 
been installed in the window behind the organ in the 
New Chapel and a second estimate has been received 
for enclosing the front of the New Chapel. 
 
Pastor Lauren praised the work of the Sunday School 
leaders and teachers who have concluded their current 
year.  She said that Brett Miller will fill the position of 
paid volunteer in the nursery that was vacated by Emily 
Corlett's resignation.  She praised the youth for their 
initiative in leading the Youth Sunday service on June 
13th. 
 
Father Michael made special mention of a number of 
unsolicited gifts that have recently been made to Hick-
ory Neck.  These include $830 contributed anony-
mously that had been requested by the Daily Vacation 
Bible School for its share of the summer program that 
includes packing food for Stop Hunger Now; Memorial 
Gifts for Bryan Husted and Dick Wilkinson that were 
sufficient to send a child to Chanco camp and to pur-
chase a defibrillator for the Parish House; and numerous 
clerical garments which had belonged to Norman Forde 
that his wife, Shirley, contributed; including a green silk 

Please note that the official minutes of the June Vestry meeting will be 
approved at the August meeting and published on the church web page 
following that meeting. 

Nugget Notes 
(continued from page 2) 

and for me and supported me on this journey  to-
ward  ordination  for years,  and I cannot thank you 
enough. I am honored and thrilled to be able to 
serve as your deacon and look forward to seeing 
you all when I return from my research travel this 
summer. You truly are the light on the hill. All my 
love, Maria Kane  
 
Mark your calendars for our Hickory Neck Church 
Parish Retreat on Friday and Saturday, October 8 
and 9, 2010. This year we will gather at Roslyn, the 
150-acre retreat center of the Episcopal  Diocese of 
Virginia,  on the James River in the west end of 
Richmond (we were unable to reserve a suitable 
date at Chanco this fall).   Parishioners  of  all  ages   

(continued on page 6) 
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which had six weekly meetings to prepare for the five 
day visit, for which they pay their own room and 
board. Team members are assigned a talk topic within 
Kairos guidelines, and they have discussion and prayer 
groups. Joan described the mission of the team as 
“bringing the love and mercy of Christ to the prison-
ers, because many are laden with guilt and feel they 
have no opportunity to be anything else. Yet many 
prisoners serving life sentences are free with Christ 
and serve as role models for others.” Dave has also 
made many day visits to prisons, to renew friendships, 
converse, and pray with others. Joan also mentioned 
other aspects of prison ministry, which she called 
“expressions of agape from the community. These 
include handwritten letters to inmates from people on 
the outside, “closings” on Sunday evenings, during 
which volunteers listen to prisoners talk about their 
week, and the 100 dozen cookies each volunteer brings 
to the prisoners. Joan Forrest and Jan Brown will need 
help accumulating their 100 dozen each in October, 
when they will participate in a Kairos weekend at a 
women’s prison in Richmond. Several other ways that 
Hickory Neck parishioners can help, include, signing 
up for the prayer wheel, making banners, and decorat-
ing placemats.  
 
Good News Jail and Prison Ministry is a non-profit 
organization providing chaplains locally, nationally, 
and internationally for 50 years. The ministry is sup-
ported by local churches, including Hickory Neck, 
which gave it a fall festival grant last year, and by indi-
viduals and businesses, which have a concern for in-
mates. 
 
Good News Jail and Prison Ministry provides the 
chaplain for the Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail,        
a cooperative venture for Williamsburg, Poquoson, 
James City County, and York County. The chaplain, 
currently Harold Dimmitt, is responsible for recruiting, 
clearing, and scheduling community volunteers to     
assist in ministry opportunities conducting Bible stud-
ies, worship services, and one-on-one Biblical instruc-
tion. Hickory Neck has helped support the chaplain’s 
ministry by providing books for the inmates’ library. 
Laurie Brown  oversees  the collection of  these �books 
by providing a box in the Narthex. 

“I was in prison and you visited me . . .” Matthew 
25:36   Several parishioners have been acting on the 
words from Matthew’s gospel in one of three prison 
ministries supported by Hickory Neck Church.  
 
John Greenman and Patty Kipps volunteer with Wil-
liamsburg Walks The Talk (WWTT), which provides 
transition services for individuals who are exiting the 
Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail and returning to live 
in the local community, those who are viewed as “the 
least of our brethren.”  
 
WWTT began about six years ago as an outgrowth of 
All Together, a group of individuals of different races 
who meet to discuss mutual concerns. “We wanted to 
continue the relationship of this group,” John said, 
“and we thought we could work with the families of 
prisoners to provide transportation for them when 
they were released. The volunteers set up a mentor 
program, John explained, whereby they would meet 
with prisoners before their release and try to prepare 
them for the “huge transition” back into society. “We 
would listen to their stories, on an individual basis; 
determine their needs, in terms of housing, clothing, 
transportation, employment, etc. We work as a team 
with the jail and the local Colonial Community Cor-
rections office.” WWTT is a non-denominational 
organization, which welcomes persons of any faith, 
but religion is not a qualification for participation in 
the group’s efforts. They meet on the first Monday of 
each month at 6:45 p.m. in the library of St. Martin’s 
Episcopal Church on Jamestown Road. John de-
scribed his participation in WWTT as “a journey of 
the heart and part of my search for Christ. I believe 
Christ is with these men and women because He was 
with them in the gospels.” 
 
Dave and Joan Forrest participate in Kairos, which 
“addresses the spiritual needs of incarcerated men, 
women, and children, their families and those who 
work in the prison environment,” according to their 
website. Kairos originated from Cursillo and is sup-
ported by volunteers from Cursillo and similar move-
ments. Dave was the rector of a team for a Kairos 
weekend in May at Nottoway, a maximum security 
prison  outside  Richmond.  After his application  and 
approval  by  the state,  he  was  assigned  to  a  team, 

 
Hickory Neck Prison Ministries 

 
Jim Izzo 
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July Celebrations 

   3   -   Louise Cooper 
   4   -   Karen Buckley 
   4   -   Hoover Lide 
   5   -   Marshall  
               Blanchard 
   5   -   Donna Casanave 
   6   -   Connie Kendrick 
   9   -   Theresa Hunter 
 11   -   Teresa Schaffner 
 11   -   Allison Tanner 
 15   -   Robert Zoglman 
 18   -   Piper Baum   

  10   -   Debby & Cleve Corlett 
  11   -   Connie & Ollie Kendrick 
  15   -   Lynn & Larry Kelley 
  16   -   Linda & Buddy Matthews 
  17   -   Robin & Don Seeterlin 
  19   -   Jean & Chuck Jundt 
  19   -   Mary & Bob Pringle 
  20   -   Martha McCartney & Carl Aschman 
  20   -   Jane & Thomas O’Neal 
  23   -   Ginger & Craig Hagan 
  24   -   Shelly & Richard Smith 
  25   -   Betty & Frank Somloi 
  27   -   Laurie Brown & Jeff Hoage 
  29   -   Linda Becker & Peter Haines            

 20   -   Carl Aschman 
 22   -   David Henderson 
 24   -   Craig Hagan 
 25   -   Charlotte Ellmers 
 26   -   Norman Cooper 
 26   -   Chuck White 
 27   -   Carrol Bailey 
 28   -   Lauren McDonald 
 28   -   Kendell Swaney 
 29   -   Ann Ragsdale 
 29   -   Lyndsey Houser 
  

�
Birthdays     

�
Anniversaries 

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are          
not listed above,  please  send  the  appropriate  information to   
nansteve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.  

Bill Teale presents an Outreach grant to Patty Kipps and John 
Greenman, who volunteer with Williamsburg Walks the Talk.  

Blessing of the Clowns 
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The Reverend Hugh Jones, who came 
to Virginia in 1716 as master of the 
College of William and Mary’s gram-
mar school, was appointed professor 
of natural history and mathematics in 
1717. He was the rector of James City 
Parish and chaplain of the legislative 
assembly’s 1718 and 1720 sessions. 

Jones returned to England in 1722 and his report on 
conditions in the Virginia colony was published in 
1724.  He moved back to Virginia in 1725 and be-
came rector of St. Stephen’s Parish in King and 
Queen County. However, after a heated dispute with 
the parish vestry, he resigned and went to Maryland, 
where he spent the remainder of his life. 
  
The Reverend Hugh Jones’ narrative sheds some 
light on how colonial vestries functioned.  Jones 
said that a typical vestry included the incumbent 
clergyman (he used the term “minister”) and twelve 
of “the most substantial and intelligent Persons” in 
the parish. He said that when a new parish was es-
tablished, its first vestry was elected by local free-
holders, that is, adult male landowners who were 
free and white and lived within the parish’s bounda-
ries. After the first election, vestries became self-
perpetuating and vacant seats were filled by a vote 
of incumbent vestrymen.  A new churchwarden was 
chosen annually.  Jones indicated that vestries man-
aged all parochial affairs, such as maintaining 
church property, providing for the poor, and seeing 
that the clergy were paid. The vestry also had to pro-
cession (or walk) the boundaries of the privately 
owned real estate in the parish, to reaffirm tradi-
tional boundaries.  Unlike their modern counter-
parts, colonial vestries had taxing authority.  
 
Another important parish official was the clerk. Ac-
cording to the Reverend Hugh Jones, if a clergyman 
died or was absent for an extended period, the parish 
clerk served as “a kind of Curate” who was allowed 
to perform all of the offices of the church except 
marriages and  the sacraments of  baptism and  Holy 
Communion.  Clerks also could give sermons and 
sometimes they read the lessons and performed 
other functions if  the  parish  rector  was not feeling  

well or wanted to share his responsibilities. The clerk 
compiled a record of the births, deaths, and marriages 
that took place in his parish and recorded the vestry’s 
minutes.  Jones went on to say that it was a pity that 
clerks weren’t regulated more closely, because some-
times they tried to be “liked as well or better than the 
Minister.”  Although we know relatively little about 
Blisland Parish clerk Henry Holdcroft, whose widow 
donated the land on which historic Hickory Neck 
Church was built, our vestry minutes suggest that he 
was one of the “good guys,” a man who was devoted to 
the wellbeing of his parish. 

 
Insights from a Colonial Insider 

 
Martha W. McCartney 

   Baptisms 
 
      Hazel Elizabeth Maloney 
 
   Deaths 
 
      Bryan Husted – May 14th (burial set 
         for July 7th) 
 
      Richard Franklin Wilkinson – May   
         14th  (burial on  May 20th) 

 
Transfers into Parish by Letter of Transfer 
 
   Kevin, Lissa and Dalton Ballard 
   Robert, Nancy, Ryan and Brook Byrd 
 
Transfers out of Parish by Letter of Transfer 
 
   Georgia Stromer (moved to Alexandria, Virginia) 

Nugget Notes 
(continued from page 3) 

 
are invited to be a part of this gathering.  It will be a 
time of fellowship, relaxation, worship, fun, quiet, and 
food for the body and soul. A sign-up sheet is posted in 
the Narthex for those considering attending. This will 
help in planning, even if your plans change.  Registra-
tion forms will be available soon and,  along  with  
your payment,  will reserve  your spot for the event.  To 
see the beauty of Roslyn, view the website 
www.roslyncenter.org.  For more information about the 
Hickory Neck Church retreat, contact Paula Simmons 
at 564-7998 or Melissa Casheros at 345-2519.  
 
The Reverend Ann Dieterle has been called as the Sen-
ior Associate of St. James, Richmond (Diocese of Vir-
ginia). Her duties there will begin on July 17th.  Ann 
served as Hickory Neck’s first full-time Associate for 
two years before accepting a call to the staff of Holy 
Comforter, in the suburbs of metropolitan Chicago.  
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(as of 5/31/2010) 
  

    YTD Budget Income                          $184,282.95 
    YTD Actual Income                           $194,201.36 
    YTD Budget Expense                        $184,282.95 
    YTD Actual Expense                        $179,869.74 
 
Fred Boelt reports that May was a redeeming month 
financially as we recouped some of our April short-
fall in income. We are grateful for those of you who 
“caught up” on your pledges. Income for May ended 
over budget by $2,158, and year-to-date, over budget 
by $9,918. Expenses came in under budget in May by 
$2,550, allowing us to finish the month in the black 
by $4,709, and year-to-date, in the black by $14,332. 
This is an enviable position for it gives us liquidity 
when unforeseen expenses arise. 
 
Having just passed through the summer solstice, it is 
important to be refreshed by God’s love that perme-
ates far and wide from our hill. To borrow the stop-
light image from Michael’s sermon on June 6th, when 
the light turns green and you take off on your vaca-
tion, slow down at the yellow light and reflect on 
God’s many blessings. And as you sit waiting for the 
red light to change, thank God and make a mental 
note to keep your contributions up to date while you 
are away. Above all, be safe and enjoy the summer!   

Ms. Julia Messer, who served a three month internship 
at Hickory Neck in 2006 before entering seminary, has 
accepted a call as Associate Rector of Emmanuel, Vir-
ginia Beach. She assumes her duties there on July 16th.  
 
Rich Keffert, who was a member of Hickory Neck until 
he relocated to the Charlottesville area few years ago, 
will become a United States citizen in a ceremony at 
Monticello on July 4th. It is a free event and open to the 
public. Anyone who is interested in attending can ob-
tain additional information by contacting Bert Geddy 
at 566-0234. 
 
Thanks to all parishioners who contributed or partici-
pated in the African Team Ministries and the Relay for 
Life in May. We raised $1,203 for African Team Min-
istries and $791 was raised by our youth for Relay for 
Life.  
 
A new Centering Prayer group has begun and they 
meet at 7:30 a.m. on each Monday morning in the His-
toric Chapel for a half hour of silent prayer, sitting in 
the presence of God. If you are interested in participat-
ing in this group, please contact Don Seeterlin, or just 
show up.  
 
Every quarter we work with From His Hands to prepare 
a meal and serve it to our neighbors who live in the 
Grove area.  The next date is Thursday, July 29th.  We 
will need 4 or 5 people to prepare the meal at St. Mar-
tin’s from 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 5 or 6 people to 
serve the meal at Grove Christian Outreach from 5:15 
p.m. to 6:45 p.m. If you are interested in serving in this 
ministry, please contact Pastor Lauren. 
 
The Women’s Spirituality Group will not be  having its 
regular meeting in July. Instead those who are inter-
ested will be meeting to share breakfast together. We 
will meet at the Old Mill Pancake House on Richmond 
Road at 8:30 a.m. on  July 17th.  Please  contact  Pastor 
Lauren if you would like to join us. 
 
In the month of July the Outreach Committee is featur-
ing the jail and prison ministries that Hickory Neck 
supports, and we are praying for them all month.  On 
Thursday, July 15th, Pastor Lauren and Lucy Rothnie 
will be taking a tour of the Peninsula Regional Jail, led 
by Chaplain Dimmitt, at 10:45 a.m.  If you are inter-
ested in taking a tour of the jail and would like to join 
us, please contact Pastor Lauren. 
 
In July we will be receiving items for Williamsburg 
Walks The Talk. These items will be used to help those�

who are transitioning out of jail and back into regular 
life.  There will be a collection box located in the 
Narthex. The most needed items are: toothpaste, 
toothbrushes (individually wrapped), disposable ra-
zors, shaving cream, and gel hand cleaner. Less 
needed but still appreciated items are: soap, sham-
poo, lotion, non-alcoholic mouthwash, tampons and 
combs. We need smaller sizes of items. Good places 
to buy items are dollar stores and Big Lots. 
 
The Singles Foyer group will be meeting at Sal's Ital-
ian restaurant located on Capital Landing Road on 
Thursday, August 19th 6:30 p.m.  Come join us! 
Please call Sue Dugan, 757-258-0949, or email her 
at susiecue1052@aol.com/221-7091 if you plan to 
attend.  
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“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

Hickory Neck Church parishioners, along with those 
from St. Martin’s and from Bruton Parish, are in-
vited to participate in various ways to help with the 
upcoming Vacation Bible School -- ReNew: The 
Green VBS.  The curriculum focuses on the care of 
creation (recycling, growing our own food, and 
feeding others).  The program is based on the Par-
able of the Sower, and each day’s activities include 
centers focusing on self, community, and the world. 
How can everyone be involved?  Continue reading 
to learn the answer. 
 
Children ages 3-years-old through rising 6th graders 
may still register.  Additional teen and adult volun-
teers are always needed to make the week run 
smoothly, even if you can’t be there all week.  All 
adults in our congregation may participate in part of 
our “world” component by packaging meals for the 
Stop Hunger Now program.  Parishioners and friends 
are invited to come by Vacation Bible School and 
help package dehydrated, high protein, and highly 
nutritious meals  that are used in crisis situations and 
in feeding programs for schools and orphanages in 
developing countries around the world. 
 
There are opportunities to help prior to Vacation 
Bible School as well.  Hickory Neck Church is re-
sponsible for preparing the “Community” site so 
watch for announcements in the bulletin and the E-
pistle about prep sessions to be held at Hickory 
Neck Church this month. 
�
As stewards of God’s creation we will recycle and 
reuse materials for Vacation Bible School.  We are 

still collecting used and unused, but not necessarily 
new, materials to be reused and recycled as decora-
tions, crafts, and other activities.  A list of needed items 
is posted in the Narthex, so please look around your 
home (not the local store) for these items and bring 
them to the designated bins in the Narthex. 
 
As you see, there are numerous ways to be a part of 
Vacation Bible School.  August 2nd to 6th is only a 
month away.  St. Martin's will be a busy place from 
9:00 a.m. until noon.  Join the fun and fellowship.  
Registration forms are available at the church and on 
the Hickory Neck Church website.  Contact Paula Sim-
mons at 564-7998 for more information. 

           ADDRESS SERVICE  
 REQUESTED 

Happy Birthday America 


