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There comes a time in every parish’s life 
when we need an adventure, a journey on 
the open road, in a vast caravan of vehicles, 
windows down, radio loud.  An opportunity 
has presented itself to do just that.  On Sat-
urday, June 19th, at 11:00 a.m., our own 
Maria Kane will be ordained to the transi-
tional diaconate, God willing, at The Church 
of The Good Shepherd  in Raleigh, North 
Carolina.  I think we ought 
to go and support her. 
 
Maria is being ordained in 
Raleigh because she is 
canonically a resident in 
that diocese, despite hav-
ing spent the last three 
years living in Williams-
burg and worshipping 
with us as she completes 
her Ph.D. at The College 
of William and Mary.  
However, the Bishop of 
North Carolina has con-
sented to transfer Maria to our diocese after 
her ordination.  I think you would agree 
with me that this is a very good thing. 
 
All persons aspiring to become a priest must 
first be ordained to the diaconate.  This is a 
clear understanding that the heart of priestly 
ministry resides in humble service.  Once 
ordained a deacon, Maria will become eligi-
ble to receive priestly orders within six 
months, at Bishop Hollerith’s discretion. 

 
Road Trip! 

�
 The Reverend Michael L. Delk 

 

Now I know what you’re thinking.  “Wow, 
Raleigh’s a long way.”  Actually, from our 
parking lot to the front door of Good Shepherd 
at 125 Hillsborough Street in Raleigh is 200 
miles, which according to MapQuest will take 
3 hours and 14 minutes to drive.  So we can 
leave here at 7:00 a.m., arrive a half-hour early, 
enjoy the ordination and the reception, proba-
bly leave by 2:00 p.m., and get back to Hickory 

Neck for a tailgate celebration 
no later than 6:00 p.m.    
 
 I’ve put a sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex for those interested in 
going.  We can car pool to 
save gas.  Plus, that makes the 
whole trip more fun.  I hope 
you can come.  I’ll be there 
with bells on.  (Well, actually 
an alb and stole.)   
 

�
�However, if a trip to Raleigh 
seems too far, I encourage you 

to attend our diocesan ordination on the previ-
ous Saturday, June 12th, at 11:00 a.m. in Gali-
lee Episcopal Church, Virginia Beach.  Bishop 
Hollerith, God willing, will ordain seven transi-
tional deacons, including our very own Julia 
Messer, who served here as an intern for three 
months in 2006 as part of her discernment 
process prior to seminary.  We hope that Julia 
will remain part of our diocese family, al-
though she has interviewed as far afield as Ire-
land and Wales.�
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April 24th. The offering that day will be used to estab-
lish a fund for emergency pastoral needs in the Hamp-
ton community.  The fund will be administered by Bob 
in his diaconal role at St. John's Episcopal Church.  
Seven members from St. John's will attend the ordina-
tion, and Father Michael will be delivering the sermon, 
his first for an ordination. 
 
The next Vestry Meeting will be May 11, 2010 at 7:00 
p.m., in the Wilkinson Center. 
 

May 
 

The regular monthly meeting of the Vestry was held 
May 11th in the Wilkinson Center.  The minutes and 
treasurer’s report from the April Vestry meeting were 
approved.  Bill Teale, chairman of the Stewardship 
Committee, gave a report detailing the seven year his-
tory of Hickory Neck attendance and giving the current 
position of pledging as compared to the present budget.  
He concluded with a list of potential steps for steward-
ship to take in the near future. 
 
Fred Boelt, treasurer, said that while non pledge in-
come was over budget for April, pledge income was 
under budget by $6,400.  Although the balance year to 
date is still in the black by $9,600, the positive balance 
has fallen since the end of March.  The Covenant Fund 
has received donations of $1,600 towards its goal of 
$10,000.  Donations of $1,167 made at Bob Gay’s ordi-
nation will be used in a fund, administered by Bob, to 
address emergency pastoral needs at St. John’s, Hamp-
ton. 
 
The Reverend Lauren McDonald said that she has been 
asked by Bishop Hollerith to join a group of clergy that 
he has invited to attend a week study program in Ox-
ford, England. 
 
Father Michael announced that Julia Messer, a former 
Hickory Neck intern, will be ordained June 12th at Gali-
lee Church, Virginia Beach, and Maria Kane will be 
ordained June 19th at the Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Raleigh. Father Michael is meeting with the Personnel 
Committee to address an intentional transition into a 
long-term pastorate to ensure that the needs of a larger 
congregation are met by the gifts of the rector. 
 
Brig Lampert, Children and Youth Chairperson, gave a 
ministry report showing the schedule of upcoming 
events and a description of the four  children  and  
youth ministries – Nursery, Children’s Chapel, Sunday 
School and Youth Group.�

 
Vestry Highlights 

 
Mary Teale, Register 

 
April 

The April Vestry meeting was held April 20th at the 
Wilkinson Center.  Bill Teale gave a presentation on 
the work of the Endowment Board during the last 
two months.  Parishioners will receive information 
on how to make gifts to the Covenant Fund.  A spe-
cial certificate will be issued to parishioners who 
make a gift to the Covenant Fund during the Charter 
period. 
 
Fred Boelt, Treasurer, said that income and expenses 
declined equally in March but that the church budget 
remains in the black by $12,800.  A $2,000 payment 
was made to the building mortgage principal, result-
ing in a balance of $464,647.26 as of March 31st.  
The Davenport Fund grew by $2,115 in the first 
quarter of the year, resulting in a balance of $54,965 
as of March 31. 
 
Gary Harvey, Senior Warden, reported a number of 
activities in April including the installation of a light 
outside the Historic Chapel, the repair of a window 
in the New Chapel and the completion of the church 
termite inspection.  Gary is looking into a better sys-
tem to replace the humidifier in the New Chapel 
which did not function well during last winter's un-
usually cold weather. 
 
The Reverend Lauren McDonald was pleased with 
the Outreach effort in March.  In addition to a gener-
ous collection of food for FISH, enough food for 30 
Easter meals was collected for Grove residents.  The 
Hickory Neck youth packed the food into boxes 
which they had decorated and made cards to accom-
pany each box. 
 
Father Michael said that Bishop Hollerith will or-
dain Bob Gay to  the  Sacred  Order  of  Deacons  on  
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 Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 

 

The reason for doing this is that until we honestly 
face the reality of our own death, we cannot live as 
fully as we want.  Doing so also helps us better pre-
pare for and accept the death of others we love.  
Hence, this seminar is not only for the aged, but 
would be helpful to a person of any age or condi-
tion of health.   
 
I hope you will take this opportunity to grow in 
your faith by giving some thought to death in the 
company of others.  A sign-up sheet is available in 
the Narthex.  I look forward to sharing this time 
with you.   

The next meeting of the Vestry will be Tuesday, June 9, 
2010 in the Wilkinson Center.  

�

Death and Dying 
 

The Reverend Michael Delk 

You can get out of anything except death and taxes, 
goes the old proverb.  Actually, if you’re poor enough 
or clever enough, you could probably get out of paying 
taxes, but when it comes to death, everybody takes a 
turn sooner or later.  We talk about this all the time, be-
cause as a Christian congregation, we share in the hope 
of everlasting life through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  But we rarely gather to share our own thoughts 
and feelings on the topic. 
 
That’s why on Saturday, June 5th, from 9:00 a.m. until 
noon, we will host a seminar on Death and Dying.  
Unlike several offerings we’ve had in the past, this will 
not deal with the practical matters, like writing a Will or 
generating an end-of-life decisions list.  Instead, we will 
talk about death itself. 
 
We will start in small groups sharing our own experi-
ences of death, and how those experiences have affected 
us.  We will ask each other, “What most frightens or 
concerns you about death, both in regard to your own 
and the death of those you love?”  Then we will have an 
opportunity to reflect upon how our faith comforts us 
and what death means to us. 
 
After our small group conversations, I will review the 
liturgy in the Book of Common Prayer, which beauti-
fully expresses our best Christian feelings and ideas 
about death.  I will distribute the scripture lessons rec-
ommended for the Burial Office, and ask each small 
group to review a sampling of them.  Which lesson 
proves most meaningful to you, and why? 
 
Then we will spend some time together in a workshop 
on how to plan our own funeral. This is more than a 
practice exercise. By thinking of the hymns we want 
sung  and  the  way  we might like things done when our 
family and friends gather to mourn and remember us, 
we confront in a  very  tangible  way  our own mortality.   

�

Aloha, Not Goodbye 
 

The Reverend Bob Gay 

Hawaiians have a wonderful word we are all famil-
iar with, Aloha.  Because it is used both when 
someone arrives and when they leave, we translate 
it as having two meanings �  “Hello” and 
“Goodbye.”  Aloha means a lot more than that.  
Aloha is the acknowledgement, the recognition, 
and the honoring of connection, of belonging, of 
relationship.  It represents something that is real 
even when someone is not present at the moment.  
Absence can not make the spirit and meaning of 
aloha disappear.   
 
No matter where God sends me in the coming 
years, the community of Hickory Neck will go with 
me.  I have wonderful physical remembrances of 
Hickory Neck for which I want to thank all of you. 
They include the beautiful communion set and a 
prayer lap robe you gave me.  As always Hickory 
Neck is a generous place.  But even more impor-
tantly I take your friendship, kindness, caring, sup-
port and your love of God with me.  These things 
moth and rust cannot consume and thieves cannot 
break in and steal. They will always remain with 
me. 
 
I wish each of you “Aloha,” not goodbye.  I will 
always be proud to call Hickory Neck my home 
parish. 
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H.E.L.P. 

Opens the Doors of our           
Community to Those in Need 

 
Jim Izzo 

Hickory Neck Church has been trying to help address 
homelessness in Williamsburg for a number of years 
through financial support and volunteers. In 2006 we 
made our first financial grant to an organization whose 
goal was to help the homeless. Bob Gay, John Green-
man and others in Hickory Neck volunteered their 
time, talent and sometimes treasure. At the time 
H.E.L.P. was first started, Bob and Pastor Lauren were 
early supporters. Our Outreach Council has awarded a 
financial grant to H.E.L.P for the last two years. Patty 
Kipps, John Greenman and Laurie Brown are mentors 
to people being assisted by H.E.L.P. To quote Bob 
Gay, now the Chairman of the H. E. L. P. Steering 
Committee, “The support that Hickory Neck has given 
to H. E. L. P. has been a real game changer. By en-
couraging new approaches that push the envelope of 
how things are done in the area, Hickory Neck has 
made a real difference in this community”. 
 
How can you help? Volunteer your time, adopt a fam-
ily, be a mentor, donate personal or household sup-
plies, contribute financially and spread the word to 
others who may be able to help. 

The Historic Triangle Housing, Employment, and 
Linkages Project (H.E.L.P.) is a consortium of gov-
ernmental and public/private agencies, schools, busi-
nesses, and faith-based communities in the localities 
of Williamsburg, James City and York County. The 
United Way of Greater Williamsburg functions as the 
steering committee, convener and fiscal agent for 
H.E.L.P. The Salvation Army functions as the princi-
pal provider of transitional housing and support ser-
vices. 
 
H.E.L.P. is really an experiment, a chance to change 
the way things are done. H.E.L.P. supports families 
and individuals that are ready to make basic changes 
in their lives.  This is done through long term (a year 
or more) commitment and support.  That support in-
cludes housing, job placement, mentoring, medical 
and dental support, training in a wide variety of areas 
(financial, health, nutrition, GED, anger management 
are just a few examples) and a intensive case man-
agement.  This approach was not the previous model 
used.  
 
H.E.L.P. has encouraged cooperation among the local 
governments and agencies and has opened the door to 
future cooperation. “This is a unique partnership, not 
seen in many communities,” says Susan Whitley, 
director of community impact with United Way of 
Greater Williamsburg. The H.E.L.P. pilot project is 
an outgrowth of the local Homelessness Prevention 
Task Force, which is designed to provide area-wide 
collaboration, networking, and coordinated services 
for residents identified as being at risk of homeless-
ness or who are currently homeless. 
 
The goal of the pilot project, which began in January, 
2009, was to serve approximately 100 adults and 
children (25-35 families) for up to an 18 month pe-
riod. As of January 2010, 85 people have been given 
15,180 nights lodging. Various other specific suc-
cesses have been documented in a report prepared by 
the Salvation Army. The estimated cost of the first 18 
month period to serve the 100 adults and children 
was $250,000.   

Mark Kintner is shown presenting our monthly check to H. E. L. P. 
to Susan Whitley, Director of Community Impact, United Way of 
Greater Williamsburg. 

 
Youth Activities 

 

In addition to Sunday evening supper, games, and wor-
ship each week, the youth of Hickory Neck have re-
cently participated in a Ropes team building course at 
Chanco, made Easter cards and baskets for Grove 
Christian  outreach,  washed  cars  to  raise  money  for  



�

�

���������	
��
�����������
�����
��
������������

 

June Celebrations 

   2   -   Eleanor Pruitt 
   3   -   Melissa Casheros 
   3   -   Sandy Harvey 
   4   -   Joe Orth 
   6   -   Georgia Irby- 
               Massie 
   7   -   David Baum 
   7   -   Elizabeth Baum 
   8   -   Jan Brown 
 10   -   Linda Matthews 
 10   -   Bob Williams 
 12   -   Janet Blair 

                   5   -   Lauris & Tom Zeni 
                   6   -   Stephanie & Michael Delk 
                   9   -   Sandy & Gary Harvey 
                 12   -   Georgia Irby-Massie  & 
                            Keith Massie 
                 13   -   Nancy & Steve Snyder 
                 16   -   Rebecca & Alan Zoellner 
                 17   -   MariBeth & Alan Brittle 
                 17   -   Betty & Bill Harrison 
                 18   -   Jennie & Jeffrey Seiler 
                 24   -   Donna & Paul Casanave 
                 26   -   Louanne & Tom Martin 
                 27   -   Bunky & Rick Garfield 
                 29   -   Linda & Jim McGee 

 14   -   Ginny Duaghtrey 
 15   -   Alyssa Deal 
 15   -   Eve Gee 
 18   -   Shirley Forde 
 19   -   Ryan Byrd 
 22   -   Michael Delk 
 24   -   Evan Casheros 
 24   -   Paula Simmons 
 25   -   Stuart Hughes 
 26   -   Kelli Dugan 
 26   -   Chris Ellmers 
 26   -   Bill Forloine 

�
Birthdays     

�
Anniversaries 

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are          
not listed above,  please  send  the  appropriate  information to   
nansteve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.  

Relay for Life (over $500), and participated in Re-
lay for Life held on Friday night, May 22nd at 
Jamestown High School in honor and memory of 
those who have been diagnosed with cancer. Some 
of these activities are pictured on the back page of 
this newsletter.  

 
Hickory Neck’s First             

Communion 
 

Martha W. McCartney 

In March 1725 the Virginia 
Assembly dissolved Wil-
mington Parish, which strad-
dled the Chickahominy 
River and extended upstream 
to Henrico County, and di-
vided its territory among 
four other parishes. Blisland 
Parish received that portion 
of Wilmington Parish which 
lay between Edwards 

Swamp/Mill Creek and Diascund Creek.  Some of 
the defunct parish’s inhabitants were disgruntled 
and protested vigorously, although three of Wil-
mington Parish’s vestrymen were added to Blis-
land’s vestry. 
  
Although Blisland Parish suffered the loss of its 
rector in 1729, within a year the Reverend Chich-
eley Thacker had been hired. He was a learned and 
articulate clergyman, an Oxford graduate who had 
been endorsed by Virginia’s governor and praised 
by the Bishop of London. The expansion of Blis-
land Parish and the arrival of a distinguished priest 
most likely prompted the vestry to build a new 
Lower Church, what we know as Hickory Neck.  In 
fact, shortly after the Reverend Thacker arrived, the 
vestry began setting aside part of its annual reve-
nues toward the construction of the new church and 
in 1733 they made plans to hire a contractor.   
 
Blisland’s vestry also decided to have its church-
wardens call on Mr. William Browne, who lived 
near Diascund Creek, to demand the communion 
silver that formerly had belonged to Wilmington 
Parish’s Upper Church. Browne, a former church 
warden of the defunct parish, stoutly refused to sur- 

(continued on page 6) 
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Hickory Neck’s First Communion 
(continued from page 5) 

 
render the silver and insisted that he was owed funds 
at the time his old parish was dissolved. In October 
1734 another Blisland Parish vestryman went to see 
Browne, hoping to retrieve the silver. He, too, ap-
parently returned empty-handed. Finally, in 1745 
the vestry authorized the Reverend Thacker to pur-
chase communion silver (probably a flagon, chalice, 
and paten) for Hickory Neck. However, the vessels 
may have been more costly than had been antici-
pated, for it wasn’t until 1753 that the new silver 
was in hand. In colonial Virginia, Holy Communion 
typically was celebrated three or four times a year: 
at Christmas, Easter, Whitsunday (Pentecost), and 
sometimes, Michaelmass, at the end of September.   

Yarn 
Twine 
Raffia 

Bubble wrap 
Metal coffee cans 

Clear smooth glass vases 
Clean 2-liter bottles w/lids 

Clean plastic water bottle w/lids 
Cardboard egg cartons 

Magazines – wildlife, nature, travel, National           
Geographic, Smithsonian 

Pillowcases 
Throw pillows 

1/2 galloon milk cartons 
4”-8” clay pots, chips/cracks are acceptable 

Clean baby food jars 
Artificial plants, flowers, fruits, vegetables 

Old board games – missing pieces acceptable 
Seed packets 
Acrylic paints 

Paper towel tubes 

�

Vacation Bible School 
 

Paula Simmons 

The Vacation Bible School (VBS) Committee has 
spent the past several months planning for a great 
ReNew: The Green VBS and more help is needed.  
Volunteer teens and adults are needed prior to 
and/or the week of August 2nd �  6th.  Please com-
plete a volunteer registration form if you want to be 
a part of a great experience.  Forms are available on 
the Hickory Neck website or at the church.  
Please return the forms to the church office or to 
Paula Simmons by July 1st.  Children's registrations 
are included on the same form. 
 
One of the goals of ReNew: The Green VBS is to 
grow as stewards of God’s creation, which includes 
recycling and reusing materials.  We are collecting 
the following materials to be reused and recycled as 
decorations, crafts, and other activities.  Please look 
around your home (not the local store) for these 
items and bring them to the designated bins in the 
Narthex.  Thank you for your contributions. 
 

VBS Wish List 
Old denim jean pants or shorts 

Solid t-shirts 
Solid sheets 
Tissue paper 
Pipe cleaners 

Rick rack 
Ribbon 

�
�

      Nugget Notes 

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to participate 
in everything freely, member or non-member. How-
ever, if you would like to become an official member 
of Hickory Neck, we want to make that happen for you. 
Simply call our office, 566-0276, or speak to Father 
Michael or Pastor Lauren. There are several ways to 
join. If you have not yet been baptized, we would be 
overjoyed to speak with you about receiving the Sacra-
ment  of  Baptism.  If you are already baptized,  we can 
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(as of 4/30/2010) 
  

    YTD Budget Income                           $147,426.35 
    YTD Actual Income                            $155,186.36 
    YTD Budget Expense                         $147,426.36 
    YTD Actual Expense                         $145,563.30 
  
Fred Boelt writes that in the month of April, our 
pledge income was weak. It was actually $6,400 be-
low budget. Non-pledge and loose plate, totaled to-
gether, were over budget by about $2,400. Even in-
cluding our Easter offering, April income ended un-
der budget by $2,800. Expenses for the month were 
closer to target being only $358 over budget. Because 
of some prepaid annual pledges, year-to-date income 
remains very favorable. Careful spending has also 
held Year-to-date expenses under budget by $1,800. 
Consequently, Year-to-date we remain in the black 
by $9,600. It should be pointed out that we were in 
the black by $12,800 at the end of March. 
 
It is important that we not become complacent and 
think that all is well and let our offerings slide. 
Among other attributes, Hickory Neck Church has 
long been a parish of faithful givers. This has set us 
apart from other parishes in times of strife. As sum-
mer approaches and vacations loom, please remem-
ber Hickory Neck and keep your offerings up to date. 
Just as the newly planted marigolds and portulaca 
will blossom and flourish, so will Hickory Neck con-
tinue to flourish on our special hill. After all, we have 
been for several centuries! 

transfer you in as a baptized member, and if your letter 
of membership resides in another congregation, we can 
write them and affect the transfer. Official membership 
entitles a person to vote and stand as a candidate in par-
ish elections, but making the commitment of member-
ship is also a good way to affirm your commitment to 
the mission of Jesus Christ in this place. 
 
On Saturday, June 19th, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
the Women’s Spirituality Group will meet.  Each  
meeting of the group includes a short Bible study        
or presentation on a saint or prayer practice,            
small group conversations, and time for prayer.       
You don’t have to do anything to prepare, just come       
ready to participate in      this community of women 
growing deeper in their lives  in Christ.  If you have 
any questions or concerns,  please contact Pastor Lau-
ren (lmcdonald@hickoryneck.org.). 
 
Children and Youth Recognition Sunday will be on 
June 6th in the nave between the 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 
a.m. services.  We will be recognizing our children and 
youth as well as those who serve as teachers and lead-
ers.  The kids will be singing.  There will be cake and 
coffee.  Awards will abound.  Come support our young 
people and those who work with them! 
 
Hickory Neck’s Tenth Annual Fall Festival for 2010 is 
scheduled for Saturday, September 25th from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Be sure to mark this date on your calen-
dars so you won't miss out on all the fun activities! 
Mark Kintner  and John Rothnie, this year's Fall Fes-
tival Chairperson/Co-Chairperson, are starting the 
search for any talented parishioners to help organize the 
various committees that are key to the festival's success 
at raising funds for our Outreach Ministries. We will 
need replacement Chairpersons for the Music and Park-
ing Committees; and new Co-Chairs for all of the com-
mittees. Anyone who is interested in helping out with 
any of the committees should contact Mark at 757-741-
2051 or mak1995@cox.net.  
 
The Nuggets staff would like to thank Jim Izzo for his 
two years of Spotlight reporting. His articles were al-
ways well written and submitted on time. It was a 
pleasure to work with him. The Nuggets is still seeking 
a new Spotlight Reporter, or two writers to “share the 
spotlight” duties. If interested in volunteering or just 
learning more about this position, please call Nancy 
Snyder at (804) 557-3175 or email her at nanste-
ve13@cox.net.  
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NUGGETS STAFF  

   Editor: Nancy Snyder 
   Historical Reporter: Martha McCartney  
   Production: Steve Snyder 
 
   July Deadline – June  15th  
 
   E-mail articles to Nancy Snyder at  
   nansteve13@cox.net 

Hickory Neck Parish Episcopal Church 
8300 Richmond Road 
Toano, VA 23168 
 
Tel (757) 566-0276           Fax (757) 566-0081    
 

“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

  

           ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


