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Sunday, March 
30th, will be 
Ann’s last day 
with us before 
her move to the 
Chicago area, 
where she will 
start work as 
Associate Rector 
of The Episcopal 
Church of the 
Holy Comforter 
on April 20th.  
For this special 
occasion, we are 

doing something we have done only once be-
fore during my tenure.  We are consolidating 
all three of our Eucharist into one huge ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m.  I hope this will encourage 
and enable everyone to be present at a recep-
tion to be held in the Narthex of the New 
Chapel at 10:30 a.m.   We will celebrate 
Ann’s ministry among us, and say farewell.  
To help prepare for this special event, we 
need your help in two ways. 
 
First, we need you to notify the parish office 
(hbrans@hickoryneck.org or 566-0276), or 
our Vestry liaison for Parish Life, Lynn 
Geddy, about what you can bring to our heavy 
hors d’oeuvres reception.  This may be Ann’s 
last chance to sample the culinary delights of 
Hickory Neck, so bring your best, and plenty 
of it. 
 
Second, we invite you to contribute toward a 

parting purse for Ann.  It is customary in the 
Episcopal Church for departing clergy to re-
ceive a financial gift, to aid in their transition 
and as a sign of affection for the service that 
has been offered.  If you would like to offer 
such a gift to Ann, please make your check 
out to Hickory Neck Episcopal Church, with 
“Ann” on the memo line.  You can mail the 
check in, or place it in the alms basin.  The 
gifts will be assembled and given to Ann at 
the reception on the 30th.  So that we can 
make the check out for the proper amount, 
please try to get your gift into the parish of-
fice no later than Thursday, March 27th. 
 
Of course, the Vestry has chosen a few small 
parting gifts that will prove a more durable 
reminder of Ann’s time at Hickory Neck.  
These will be presented during the reception 
as well. Again, I hope you can come celebrate 
with us on Sunday, March 30th.  We will 
share one Eucharist that morning at 9:30 
a.m., followed by the reception at 10:30 a.m.  
Join us as we give thanks to God for the min-
istry Ann has done among us, and as we wish 
her Godspeed for the journey ahead. 

 
Farewell Celebration for Pastor Ann on March 30th 

 
 The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 
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“There are windows of opportunity in life. I am 
aware that this is one,” says Ed Joyner, referring to 
his recent election to the Vestry of Hickory Neck 
Church. Ed’s unusual journey to the Vestry began 
even before he was a member of the congregation, 
back in the fall of 2001, when he was put on the 
prayer list by friends after a serious accident. In 
2004 he started attending Sunday service at Hick-
ory Neck because several family challenges led 
him to promise God that he would be somewhere in 
church each Sunday. Ed felt as though God told 
him to follow him, and he didn’t run away. 
 
Ed did not formally join the parish or begin active 
participation at Hickory Neck for over a year, how-
ever. He is an introvert, so he hid in the shadows 
for awhile. He had been attending a Methodist 
church but never felt comfortable. Ed was raised a 
Baptist but had left that denomination as well. All 
of his life at other churches he felt a disconnect in 
hearing the sermons and not feeling motivated to 
do anything differently.  “I just thought I was wast-
ing my time going to church,” Ed says.  
 

Why Hickory Neck? His explanation is that he has a 
sense that this is a very special place. While this is the 
case, he wishes to grow spiritually here. As he has got-
ten to know people and feel more comfortable, he be-
gan to take part in the abundance of opportunities this 
parish offers, one step at a time. He became a lector, an 
usher, a greeter, a choir member. In 2006 Ed went on a 
weekend retreat at Virginia Theology Seminary with 
Father Michael and about 10 others from Hickory Neck 
-- he considers this weekend a turning point in his per-
sonal spiritual growth. He made Cursillo #132 in 2007. 
Both of these experiences resulted in the fellowship he 
was seeking. 
 
Ed worked on the Fall Festival for two years and last 
September he spent the day helping men move into 
their new home, Winterset House, as part of Vibrant 
Life Ministries. Quite a resume for an introvert! Ed had 
no thoughts of seeking to become a member of the Ves-
try; however, until a friend suggested it. When the 
names were announced at the annual meeting he was 
shocked and humbled that he had been elected. The 
focus of his first year, as co-chair with Betty Somloi, 
will be newcomers. 
 
Ed’s professional career began after he graduated from 
The College of William and Mary in 1978. First, he 
worked for the Virginia Employment Commission. In 
1981, he was hired by the Colonial Williamsburg Foun-
dation, where he has worked ever since, as an employ-
ment specialist; employment administrator; compensa-
tion representative; compensation analyst; and human 
resources generalist. Currently, he is the staffing man-
ager and recruiter for the Foundation. He says that there 
are many long days from Monday through Friday. 
Weekends are essential to getting recharged.  
 
When asked how he finds the time to do everything, Ed 
replied, “God has given me the energy to do these 
things. I’m not as tired as I was before. I took seriously 

 
                        Spotlight on Ed Joyner 
 
                                          Jim Izzo 

 
Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 
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March 
Celebrations 

�
Birthdays�

   1   -   Carolyn Gaylord 
   2   -   Jessica Hughes 
   3   -   Barbara Johnson 
   4   -   Esther Gay 
   5   -   David Benham 
   5   -   Gary Harvey 
   6   -   Margaret Schober 
   7   -   Rich Johnson 
   7   -   Jack Whitla 
   8   -   Ellen Bombalski 
 10   -   Pam Maddox- 
                Jefferson 
 11   -   Michael Smith 
 12   -   Betsy Crouse 

 13   -   Nancy Aschiero  
 14   -   John McCray 
 16   -  Ollie Kendrick 
 18   -   Cleve Corlett 
 19   -   Quinton Blanchard 
 19   -   Clay Brittain 
 19   -   Claudia Lawson 
 19   -   Ryan Leggett 
 20   -   Betty Harrison 
 20   -   Ken Parsons 
 21   -   Phyllis Faas 
 21   -   Rin Fraize 
 24   -   Bill Teale 
 27   -   Jennie Seiler 

�
Anniversaries�

                2   -   Gay & Bill Forloine 
                3   -   Donna & Kent Dodd 
                9   -   Kathryn & George Bridewell 
              14   -   Joy & Randy Tanner 
              17   -   Ann & Bill Burnett 
              24   -   Ann & Coleman Ragsdale 
              26   -   Katrina & Kyle Luksovsky 
              28   -   Shirley & David Henderson 

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are  not 
listed above, please  send the appropriate information to  nan-
steve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.    �

the sharing of my time and talent.  For years I’ve 
been seeking a balance in my life, beyond the ne-
cessities of eating, working, and sleeping. Becom-
ing busier to move toward that balance is not what I 
expected.”  
 
Ed and his wife of 26 years, Pat, have a son, Cole, 
22, and a daughter, Clara, 19, both of whom attend 
Virginia universities. Pat, a member of Crosswalk 
Community Church, has two sons from her first 
marriage. Ed, a native Virginian, was born in Rich-
mond and grew up in Jarrett, a small town south of 
the capital. He’s lived in the Williamsburg area for 
28 years and then in the Kristiansand area of Norge 
since 1991. The longest journey begins with a sin-
gle step -- according to the proverb. Ed Joyner’s 
journey to Hickory Neck Church began in that man-
ner, and his election to the Vestry is one more step 
along the way. 

The Senior Warden’s Corner 
 

Bill Teale 
 

I NEED YOUR HELP! For almost a year the vestry 
has been trying to get our church data base regard-
ing time and talent forms to reflect your wishes 
when it comes to serving in various ministries.  We 
have reviewed the lists for each ministry so many 
times that they should now be 100% accurate.  
Alas, they are NOT! 
 
If you are being asked to serve in a ministry for 
which you did not sign up, please let Hope Brans 
know in the church office (566-0276) or call me 
(345-3745).  If you want to serve in a ministry, 
whether or not you turned in a Time and Talent 
form requesting to serve, please let one of us know. 
Together we can get our data base accurate for the 
moment and, more importantly, provide an opportu-
nity for all who want to serve the church to do so. 
Thank you for helping in this endeavor. 
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On February 1st to 3rd, lay dele-
gates and clergy from across 
Southern Virginia gathered for 
Diocesan Annual Council at 
the Williamsburg Lodge.  
Hickory Neck was represented 
by delegates Fred Boelt, Gay 
Forloine, Rick Garfield, and 
Betty Somloi, and by alternate 
delegates David Simmons, Bob 

Williams, and George Loving. 
 
Our keynoter for Council was The Rt. Rev. Sean 
Rowe, Bishop of Northwest Pennsylvania, and the 
youngest Bishop of The Episcopal Church, at the 
age of 33.  He preached on Friday morning at the 
ordination of six people to the transitional diacon-
ate.  Among those ordained was Megan Castellan, 
an Ordination Exploration Program Intern at Hick-
ory Neck during the fall of 2004.  Those six will be 
ordained, God willing, to the priesthood in late 
summer or early fall, after their graduation from 
seminary in May.   
 
Bishop Rowe also spoke movingly on Friday night 
to the entire Council, urging us to “just let it go,” 
when it came to difficult conflicts of our recent past 
as a diocese.  He also emphasized the theme of 
faithful stewardship.  His advice on how to “just let 
go” of our money was to realize “it’s not your 
money.  It’s God’s money.”  Bishop Rowe’s in-
sightful and passionate presentation received a 
standing ovation from the House. 
 
Elections, as always, were a major feature of Coun-
cil.  The House elected Ms. Deborah Quam and 
The Rev. Michael Ferguson to three-year terms on 
The Standing Committee.  Mr. George Little and 
The Very Rev. Kate Bobbitt were both elected to 
three-year terms on the Ecclesiastical Trial Court.  
Mr. Steven Berry was elected to serve as a deputy 
to our Provincial Synod. 
 
The Standing Committee consists of three lay and 
three clergy members, and acts as a sort of diocesan 
Vestry  for  the  Bishop.   The  Ecclesiastical   Trial  

Court is the judicial body of the diocese, and mainly 
hears cases dealing with clergy misconduct.  The Pro-
vincial Synod is a regional body within the Episcopal 
Church.  We are part of Province III, which encom-
passes the dioceses contained in the states of the mid-
Atlantic seaboard of the United States.   
 
Elections were also held this year for our Diocesan 
Deputation to the 76th General Convention of The Epis-
copal Church, to be held summer 2009 in Anaheim, 
California.  In the lay order, Ms. Athena Hahn, Mrs. 
Toni Hogg, Dr. Mac Todd, and Mr. Carlyle Gravely 
were elected, along with four alternate deputies: Ms. 
Olivia Osei-Sarfo, Dr. Julian Hudson, Mr. Timothy 
Sessions, and Ms. Susan Jones.  In the clergy order, 
The Rev. David Teschner, the Very Rev. Michael Delk, 
the Rev. John Baldwin, and the Rev. Dr. John Agbaje 
were elected, along with four alternate deputies: the 
Rev. Connie Jones, the Rev. Dr. Harold Cobb, the Rev. 
Samantha Vincent Alexander, and the Rev. Gary But-
terworth.   
 
The General Convention meets every three years and 
consists of the House of Bishops  –  which is what it 
sounds like – and the House of Deputies, which is com-
prised by four lay and four clergy deputies from each 
diocese, regardless of size.  I am honored to have been 
chosen to serve our diocese as a deputy.   
 
Council considered a number of resolutions.  Canonical 
Resolution #1 [CR-1] was passed by a large majority 
on a voice vote.  It alters our current voluntary giving 
system within the diocese.  However, we do not have a 
mandatory system.  Instead, we now have a system of 
“Aspiration and Accountability” that works something 
like this:  each congregation will receive an apportion-
ment from the diocese in November, based on a per-
centage of previous years’ giving received by the parish 
from its members.  Congregations unable or unwilling 
to meet that apportionment will be required to send a 
letter of appeal and explanation to a special committee.  
Yet that committee has no power for punitive sanction, 
if the apportionment appeal is rejected.  The force be-
hind this new system of collecting funds for the diocese 
Is moral suasion and public embarrassment.  This is the 

(continued on page 7) 
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2008 Diocesan Council Full of Positive Energy, Big Decisions 
 

 The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 
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High Holy Days at Hickory Neck 

 
March 16 – Palm/Passion Sunday 
 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I   Historic Chapel 
 

Our traditional early-morning service.  Blessed palm crosses will be available for pick-up on 
your way into worship. 

 
9:00 a.m. Procession of Palms and Holy Eucharist 
 New Chapel with the Parish Choir  
 
11:15 a.m. Procession of Palms and Holy Eucharist 
 New Chapel 

 
For both services, our worship will start in front of the Historic Chapel, as we gather to bless 
the palms.  Then we’ll process down the hill toward the New Chapel, reenacting the triumphant 
procession of Jesus into Jerusalem. 
 

March 20 – Maundy Thursday 
 
7:00 p.m. Footwashing, Holy Eucharist, and Stripping of the Altar 
    New Chapel with the Chapel Choir 
 

Perhaps no liturgy is more powerful than the one we celebrate on Maundy Thursday, com-
memorating Jesus’ final night with his disciples before his betrayal and arrest.  Footwashing is 
an optional activity for those who wish to experience what Jesus did to his own disciples at 
their last supper together.  By washing the feet of another, we share in the humility of Jesus.  
By having our own feet washed, we experience a different humbleness, that of the disciples 
being served by their Lord. 
 

March 21 – Good Friday 
 
12:00 p.m. Liturgy of Good Friday   Historic Chapel 
 
6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross   New Chapel 
 

Fourteen stations demarcate the journey of Jesus through his last day.  A simple yet touching 
service that makes clear our Lord’s suffering for our sins. 
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7:00 p.m. Liturgy of Good Friday 
  New Chapel with Choral Scholars 
 

A solemn liturgy with no communion, this service recalls Jesus’ death on a cross and culminates 
with the Veneration of the Cross.  Though sad, observance of this occasion is essential, because 
without a crucifixion there would have been no resurrection to celebrate. 
 

March 22 – Holy Saturday 
 
7:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter in the New Chapel 
 
 One of our most ancient liturgies, the Great Vigil begins outside with the kindling of the first 

fire of Easter, from which the Paschal Candle is lit anew.  We then process into the chapel, illu-
mined by our hand-held tapers, to hear again the key events of salvation history.  Worship con-
cludes with the first Eucharist of Easter, as we praise God for the resurrection of Christ. 

 
March 23 – The Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I   Historic Chapel 
 
9:00 a.m.  Festival Holy Eucharist 
 New Chapel with the Praise Band 
 
10:15 a.m. Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
  

Our traditional opportunity for the kids to sugar-up on delectable sweets, while we delight in 
their funny scurry around the grounds. 
 

11:15 a.m. Festival Holy Eucharist 
 New Chapel with the Choral Scholars 
 

Come  sing  your  favorite Easter  hymns.  Bring  your  bells  to  ring,  and  get  ready  to  
scream Alleluia as we rejoice over Christ’s conquest of death 

                       .  
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2008 Diocesan Council… 
(continued from page 5) 

 
“accountability” portion of the new system. 
 
The “aspiration” aspect involves tithing 10% of a 
congregation’s pledge and plate toward diocesan 
mission and ministry.  At present, the average giv-
ing percentage for congregations in Southern Vir-
ginia is 7.4%.  Hickory Neck is below that average, 
at slightly under 6%.  The goal is for congregations 
under 5% giving to increase by 2% of their pledge 
and plate income each year until they exceed 5%, 
then to increase by a minimum of 1% each year, 
until they reach a tithe of 10%.  At Hickory Neck, 
we will aspire to meet these goals.        
 
CR-2 was an alternate funding proposal which was 
withdrawn once CR-1 passed.  CR-3 was also 
passed, changing the canons to allow missions to 
send one delegate to Council with both voice and 
vote.  CR-4 modified the process for filling unex-
pired terms on the Diocesan Executive Board.  It 
passed as amended.  Convocational Deans now 
have the responsibility of finding replacements, by 
polling or gathering their convocational delegates 
and clergy.  CR-5 was a technical adjustment defin-
ing which congregations qualify as parishes.   
 
Resolution #1 [R-1] passed by a large majority with 
a voice vote.  R-1 calls upon our diocese, each con-
stituent congregation, and individual Episcopalian, 
to give at least 0.7% of their budgets toward Mil-
lennium Development Goals, to aid impoverished 
developing countries.  Hickory Neck already com-
plies with this resolution, thanks to the continuing 
efforts of our youth on behalf of the people of Su-
dan.  R-2, entitled “Opposing Usurious Payday 
Lending,” was passed as amended, and calls upon 
the Virginia Legislature to cap small loans at an 
APR of 36%, instead of the 39% APR often 
charged by payday lenders.  R-3 was intended to 
assure compliance with the Windsor Report.  How-
ever, much of the language was questionable from a 
canonical standpoint, and would have effectively 
placed mandates on our newly elected bishop that 
would have been an inappropriate action for Coun-
cil.  The House defeated it by a large majority on a 
voice vote.  R-4 called upon the Church to 
“advocate and support the honoring of all Indian 
treaty rights.”  It passed without dissent, as did R-5, 
cosponsored by The Rev. Shirley Smith-Graham of 
St. Martin’s and myself,  which  calls  upon the Vir- 

ginia Legislature to withdraw all public investments 
from businesses that do business with the government 
of the Sudan.   
 
The Executive Board of the Diocese brought a 2008 
budget of $2,414,706.06 – the largest in Southern Vir-
ginia’s history – to the floor.  After considerable de-
bate, it passed with little dissent.  More details on the 
budget, along with complete transcripts of the resolu-
tions taken under consideration can be found at our 
diocesan website, www.diosova.org. 

The numbers for the end of January treasurer’s report 
look as though we are doing well. Since this is a bit 
deceiving, allow me to explain. The actual income was 
about $5,000.00 above budgeted income. The fact is 
that we received $11,535.00 in pre-paid pledges for 
2008 which is included in this figure. This is extremely 
helpful as we have higher utility bills in the winter, pay 
partial insurance premiums up front, sponsor our Ves-
try Retreat and Diocesan Council registration, and be-
gin to pay our increased Diocesan pledge all in January 
in addition to our regular monthly expenses. The truth 
of the matter is that our actual income would have been 
down by $6,000.00 if we had not received the pre-paid 
pledges. The above also explains why our expenses 
were over actual budget expenses. From a cash-flow 
standpoint, we got through a critical month. However, I 
am asking you to make every effort to keep your con-
tributions up to date. This is necessary to fund the vi-
brant life and work at Hickory Neck. 
 
As I write this, we have received funds for the mort-
gage/debt service fund to make payments through Au-
gust 1st. This is great! But please continue to make con-
tributions to this fund on a regular basis. All extra 
funds will be used to pay down principal which, in 
turn, saves us interest money. If you read the bulletin 
announcements, you may have noticed that we owe 
$58,329.00 on the 1998 remaining debt on the Wilkin-
son Center. It would be great to retire this debt in 2008. 
With your help, we can work toward this goal in addi-
tion to keeping our regular debt service on schedule. 

Fred Boelt, Treasurer 
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          15 February 2008 
 
My dear friends in Christ: 
 
I send grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and our Lord Jesus Christ. I write to you with great 
joy this day, for it is confirmed that I am going back to 
Sudan in three weeks! I have spoken extensively with 
Father Joseph Garang Atem, Principal of the Renk 
Theological College, and we agreed that I shall return 
on March 5th. I am scheduled to stay in Renk until 
May 18th, which is almost the length of my visa from 
the government.  
 
While in Renk, I will be teaching Theology: focusing 
on the Nicene Creed; Liturgical Practicum; focusing 
on Eucharist and Baptism; and building six water cis-
terns on the Chapel at the College to catch rainwater 
during the rainy season. This latter project also serves 
as a training project for the students, who will be 
taught the basics of water engineering (which is all I 
learned in Peace Corps) so that when they return 
home, they can raise money for themselves and their 
parishes by continuing this project. I also plan to see, 
for the first time, my cow, Aluel! 
 
All in all, it’s a very exciting time for me … at last, I 
get to return to my other home for an extended stay, to 
be with my family and friends and students there, and 
to serve, as best I can, the people of God’s Church. 
All of us are hoping that the situation will be calm 
enough for me to stay the entire time. There are still 
questions that directly affect life in Renk, including 
the final decision on the border between North and 
South, and the disposition of the military units from 
both side of that ever-moving border. I go in the hope 
that God’s peace and God’s justice will reign, and that 
reconciliation will begin to take shape. 
 
Because no paperwork has been signed or strategies 
agreed upon, this trip is being financed by those of 
you who have donated the money. My prayer is that 
whilst I am there, I will get my assignment figured 
out, and hopefully be restored to full-time status with 
the Episcopal Church. To all of you who have helped 
me continue in  this  ministry, I  give  you, once  again 

great thanks. 
 
I ask your prayers for Sudan, which remains a tense 
place; for the Episcopal Province of Sudan, which 
just yesterday elected Bishop Daniel Deng Bul of 
Renk to be the next Archbishop; for the Diocese of 
Renk as it discerns who will be its next bishop; and 
for the people of Sudan, who want nothing more that 
to live in peace and have just enough – enough peace, 
enough education, enough medicine, enough food, 
enough clean water – so that they don’t have to worry 
anymore.  
 
I will, of course, stay in contact whilst I am overseas, 
and ask that you do the same. Together, we can help 
bring about God’s kingdom – of this I am confident.  
 
 I remain, your servant in Christ, 
 
 Lauren Stanley   

 
A Letter from the Reverend     

Lauren R. Stanley 
 

Episcopal Missionary in Sudan 

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to partici-
pate in everything freely, member or non-member. 
However, if you would like to become an official 
member of Hickory Neck, we want to make that hap-
pen for you. Simply call our office, 566-0276, or 
speak to Father Michael or Pastor Ann. There are 
several ways to join. If you have not yet been bap-
tized, we would be overjoyed to speak with you about 
receiving the Sacrament of Baptism. If you are al-
ready baptized, we can transfer you in as a baptized 
member, and if your letter of membership resides in 
another congregation, we can write them and affect 
the transfer. Official membership entitles a person to 
vote and stand as a candidate in parish elections, but 
making the commitment of membership is also a 
good way to affirm your commitment to the mission 
of Jesus Christ in this place. 
 
Come join us for a Singles Foyer to wish Ann 
Dieterle farewell!  We will be meeting for dinner at 
Carrabas Italian Grill (next to Yankee Candle) on 
Thursday, March 13th at 6:30 p.m. Please email Sue 
Dugan at susiecue1052@aol.com or give her a call at 
221-7091 to let her know if you are able to attend. 

(continued on page 10) 
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        (as of 1/31/2008)  
    YTD Budget Income     $31,006.75  
      YTD Actual Income      $36,239.50  
      YTD Budget Expenses     $31,006.75      

           YTD Actual Expenses        $35,206.34  
                                    Loan Balances                             $574,279.00  
            (as of 2-1-08) 

 
 

On October 16, 1776, when 
the State of Virginia’s leg-
islature convened for the 
first time, the delegates 
received a petition, asking 
for the disestablishment of 
the Church of England and 
for religious equality.  This 
125 page document, signed 
by an estimated 10,000 
citizens, publicly initiated 
the debate over the rela-

tionship between church and state.  Afterward, the 
legislature deliberated whether it was appropriate to 
levy taxes to support teachers of the Christian faith.  
James Madison circulated his “Memorial and Remon-
strance against Religious Assessments,” which re-
ceived widespread support.  Finally, in its 1785-1786 
session, the General Assembly passed the Statute of 
Religious Freedom, which abolished the State 
Church, denied it the right of general taxation, and 
allowed abandoned parish-owned real estate to revert 
to the Commonwealth of Virginia.  With that vote, 
separation between church and state was achieved.  
 
Protestant Episcopal (formerly Anglican) churches 
that were in continuous use were not threatened by 
the new law, although church-owned real estate, such 
as a parish glebe, was to be sold as soon as the incum-
bent clergyman died or vacated the property.  The 
funds generated by such sales were to be given to 
county Overseers of the Poor, the local officials 

The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assembled 
in regular session on Tuesday, February 12, 2008, in 
the Wilkinson Center.  The minutes of the January 
8th Vestry meeting and the Treasurer’s report were 
both approved.  The Junior Warden reported that she 
and the Newcomers Committee were working on 
new initiatives to keep up with those visitors who 
had filled out visitors' cards and with new members 
of Hickory Neck Church.  Welcome packets have 
been revised to include a letter regarding social and 
ministry opportunities for new members and there 
will be check-off lists at Newcomers' gatherings 
where newcomers can earmark those ministries in 
which they have an interest. The Senior Warden re-
ported that all Vestries in the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia were invited to Bishop's Day to be held on 
two Saturdays in two locations in the coming month. 
He urged Hickory Neck Vestry members to attend.  
The Senior Warden also updated the Vestry on Time 
and Talent data base compilation adjustments, and 
reported on the activities of the Outreach Committee.  
The Associate Rector reported that the first of the 
Lenten Centering Prayer Group meetings 
(Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.) had met and expressed the 
hope that this group would continue to meet beyond 
Lent; the next  movie night would be on Friday, Feb- 

�

Disestablishment of Virginia’s 
State Church: Local Implications 

 
 Martha W. McCartney 

deemed responsible for public wel-
fare. During this transitional pe-
riod, many Anglican churches 
came into the hands of other de-
nominations or simply fell into dis-
repair. At Hickory Neck, worship 
services seem to have come to an 
end in 1780, a few months before 
the Allied Army began using the 
church as a military hospital. �
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Vestry Highlights 
 

Eve Butler-Gee, Register 
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“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

ory Neck is participating in its program. Every time you 
shop at Ukrop’s and use your UVC card between Febru-
ary 4th and March 29, 2008, you will earn Golden Gift 
Points for every $1.00 spent. Customers who spend a 
minimum of $100 during the program will be eligible to 
receive a Golden Gift Certificate. Points are automatically 
calculated and tracked on your purchase receipts.  Golden 
gift certificates will arrive in your mail in May and we 
will collect them at church. The collection of Golden Gift 
certificates will result in a monetary gift to Hickory Neck. 
 
The date for this year’s 8th Annual Fall Festival has been 
set for Saturday, October 4, 2008.  The proceeds will 
again benefit various local charities, as determined by 
Hickory Neck’s Outreach Committee, such as Angels of 
Mercy Clinic, Faith in Action and Vibrant Life. For addi-
tional information, contact Mark Kintner .  

ruary 29th; and the youth are engaged in fund rais-
ing for Mother Lauren Stanley's mission in the Su-
dan by hosting the Lenten Soup and Supper events, 
the Super Sunday Snack Sale, and Parent's Night 
Out, hoping to raise $2,500 for the mission by 
Easter.  The Rector reported to the Vestry on activi-
ties and actions taken at the Diocesan Council 
meeting, on his forthcoming activities related to his 
service on the Search Committee for the new 
Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Virginia, and on 
the forthcoming first meetings of the Day Care Fea-
sibility Study Committee and the Phase II Explora-
tory Committee.  The Vestry received reports from 
the Pastoral Care Committee liaison and the Parish 
Life Committee liaison.  The Vestry with regret 
accepted a letter of resignation from the Reverend 
Ann Dieterle, effective Sunday, April 20, 2008, but 
wished her every blessing in her new ministry at 
the Church of the Holy Comforter in suburban Chi-
cago.  The Vestry voted on the following items:  to 
approve the inception of a Parish Nursing Ministry 
as part of the 2008 Pastoral Care Goals and Objec-
tives; to approve the Diocesan Pledge Apportion-
ment, in compliance with the decision at Diocesan 
Council; and to approve the 2007 Hickory Neck 
Parochial Report. The next regular meeting of the 
Vestry will take place on Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Wilkinson Center.   

Nugget Notes 
(continued from page 8) 

 
Caring adults are needed to watch over and offer 
loving arms to our youngest members.   Volunteers 
are on a rotating schedule to help in the nursery on 
Sunday mornings during the 9:00 a.m. service and 
Sunday School.  Please contact Linda Becker at 
566-4402 or Paula Simmons at 564-7998 if you 
are willing to help with this special ministry. 
 
Ukrop’s Golden Gift certificates are back and Hick-

New Members 
By Letter of Transfer 

 
   Donald & Janet McConaughy 
   Lawrence & Carmella Oliver 
 

Transfers out of the Parish 
 

   Jack & Joan Whitla 


