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For the past 
six years, 
we’ve nes-
tled our An-
nual Parish 
Meeting  be-
tween our 
regular 9:00 

a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Eucharist.  This has 
meant that the 9:00 a.m. liturgy had to be 
significantly abbreviated, and even the most 
efficient dispatch of business has often 
caused the 11:15 a.m. service to start late.  
Concerned about this disruption to our wor-
ship, and desiring enough time for more 
fulsome reflection on our parish’s life and 
ministry, we would like to try something 
new. 
 
As we have done a few times already this 
year, we would like to consolidate all three 
of our regular morning Eucharist into one 
huge celebration at 9:30 a.m.  We did this 
for Mother’s Day and on Lauren’s first Sun-
day with us in July.  Many people have told 
us how much they enjoy an occasional op-
portunity to worship with people whom 
they might not otherwise even see on a Sun-
day.   
 
By worshipping together at 9:30 a.m., eve-
ryone could enjoy a complete, unhurried 
Eucharist.  After worship, we could then 
move directly to our Annual Parish Meet-
ing, which would not be operating under the 
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Unified Eucharist at 9:30 a.m., November 16th –              
Annual Parish Meeting and Lunch Afterwards 

 
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk  

same constraints, and therefore would allow for 
more specific discussion of parish ministries, as 
we did during our Special Parish Meeting in 
May.   
 
Each Vestry liaison will have a few minutes to 
report on the accomplishments and plans of the 
ministry they oversee.  These reports will be 
distributed throughout the meeting, so that we 
don’t subject you to information overload.   
 
We will also elect, as we do every year, four 
new Vestry members for three-year terms and 
three persons to serve as delegates to Diocesan 
Council 2010.  The names of, along with some 
information about, those who have chosen to 
stand for election can be found elsewhere in 
this edition of the Nuggets.  Please prayerfully 
consider who you believe God is calling to 
these ministries of leadership at this specific 
time.  The 2009 Budget will also be presented 
by the Treasurer to the congregation for ratifi-
cation at this meeting. 
 
Afterwards, we hope you’ll stick around for 
another of our delicious covered-dish lunch-
eons, full of fun fel-
lowship, as we cele-
brate yet another year 
of God working gra-
ciously through us to 
accomplish His pur-
poses, to His glory 
and for our joy.   
�
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On Saturday, September 27th, at Powhatan High 
School, the clergy and lay delegates from over 100 
congregations in the Diocese of Southern Virginia 
gathered to prayerfully select a new Bishop from 
among six highly qualified priests.  On the 6th bal-
lot, The Reverend Holly Hollerith, Rector of 
Bruton Parish, received 124 lay votes and 84 clergy 
votes, providing him with a majority in both orders.  
This event was the culmination of over a year of 
discernment by our Standing Committee, the Ex-
ecutive Board, and the Nominating Committee for 
Bishop, of which I was a part.   
 
The Bishop-Elect preached his final Sunday at 
Bruton Parish on October 12th, and they have al-
ready begun the process of discernment that will 
lead them, perhaps within a year, to elect a new 
Rector.  
 
Bishop-Elect Hollerith will begin his ministry 
among the diocese on December 1st and will be 
consecrated a Bishop, God willing, on Friday, Feb-
ruary 13th, at a grand Eucharist to be held at Wil-
liam & Mary Hall in Williamsburg.  Anyone who 
desires to attend is most welcome, and if you have 
never witnessed an Episcopal consecration, you 
will not want to miss this glorious, inspiring occa-
sion.     
 
Many of us have awaited this election for so long, 
that our eagerness for change – for the restoration 
of our diocese – could easily slide into the tempta-
tion of impatience.  I’ve no doubt that great things 
will come from the episcopacy of our new bishop, 
but it would be wise not to expect too much too 
soon.  It will take time for new structures and pat-
terns to be established.   
 
On a personal note, I enjoyed my role in helping to 
select our new Bishop. Being a member of the 
nominating committee was a wonderful experience. 
I got to meet and work with many talented people 
and I hope the experience will help me to be a more  
effective Rector at Hickory Neck. Working with so 
many people from  many different churches also let     
 

me know how lucky I am to be part of this wonderful 
community.  I look forward to remaining in service at 
Hickory Neck for as long as our relationship bears fruit 
for the Gospel. 

 
Southern Virginia Elects Its 10th 

Bishop 
 

The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

�

The Senior Warden’s Corner 
 

Bill Teale 

On Sunday, November 16th at our Annual Meeting, we 
will be electing four new members to the Vestry and 
three Delegates and three alternate Delegates to the Di-
ocesan Council. 
 
Nancy Aschiero, Bob Williams, Ben Manning, Dave 
Simmons, Rick Garfield, Fred Boelt and Tom Gee will be 
on the ballot for Council.  Our Vestry candidates include 
Jean Hancock, Ann Bartholomay, Michael Smith, Craig 
Hagen, Lucy Rothnie and Brig Lampert. More informa-
tion about each candidate is included in a handout in-
cluded in this issue of Nuggets.  

Burials 
   Richard “Kitchie” Carter Cowles —  September 24th   

        (memorial only, no interment)  
 
New Members  
   Chet Tantillo 
   Lurlene and Mike Willoughby 
 
Baptisms 
   Jennifer Biel and Brian Dow—September 14th  
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Michael or Pastor Lauren blesses them and they are 
sent to people in the parish (or sometimes else-
where) who are ill or in crisis or celebrating a happy 
occasion. “I have a friend in Texas who will receive 
a shawl,” said Kathy. “We sent one to Virginia Tech 
after their tragedy and gave one to Lauren Stanley, a 
missionary to the Sudan.” Over 60 shawls and lap 
robes have been completed and distributed so far. 
 
Kathy’s other parish activities include bringing 
meals to people recovering from illness at home, 
working in the church office one day a week, serv-
ing as communications co-chair for the fall festival, 
being a greeter and an usher at Sunday services. 
“It’s rewarding to help someone out,” she says. 
Ted’s activities so far (he retired earlier this year) 
include contributing to the fall festival – cooking, 
helping with the Historic Chapel tours, set-up and 
clean up (for this and other events). He also ushers 
on Sunday and attends the men’s breakfasts. 
 
Kathy and Ted were both born and raised in North 
Carolina, but they met in Georgia, where she was 
teaching and he was in the army. They were married 
in 1979 and spent the next 12 years in Germany, 
where they enjoyed the lifestyle and where Kathy 
continued her teaching career at Department of De-
fense Dependent Schools. Ted left active duty after 
Germany but stayed in the Army Reserves, until 
1998, when he retired as a lieutenant colonel. 
 
The couple had moved to Williamsburg in 1994. 
Ted’s work here was at Fort Eustis, with the Army 
Training Support Center. “I was running a team 
which distributed various products to soldiers. It was 
rewarding because we were creating products for 
direct use of soldiers overseas.” Kathy continued her 
teaching career in Williamsburg until she retired in 
2003, after 37 years in elementary education. “I felt 
like I had lost my identity after I retired,” she ad-
mits,  “so I got a part-time job with the Virginia De- 

 
Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 
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                 Spotlight on Kathy and Ted Ramsaur 
                                               
                                              Jim Izzo                                  

People looking for an Episcopal church, or any church 
for that matter, should talk to Kathy and Ted Ramsaur, 
or even better, listen to them talk about Hickory Neck. 
“It’s not that you have to go every week, but you want 
to, because of the love and support you get from the 
people here. It’s like a great big family, because of their 
warmth, friendliness, and sincerity,” says Kathy. 
“Hickory Neck is a diverse group of people from many 
different backgrounds, but everyone works together on 
the same level. It allows you to participate in many ac-
tivities,” says Ted. “It feels like there’s always a bond 
or connection among people here.” 
 
The Ramsaurs are not lifelong parishioners. They have 
attended Hickory Neck for almost ten years but began 
to get actively involved within the last few. “I appreci-
ate this place more since I’ve put more of myself into 
it,” says Kathy. And she has done just that. Her signa-
ture activity has been the prayer shawl ministry, which 
she started two years ago. After being diagnosed with 
cancer, Kathy received a shawl from All Saints’ Episco-
pal Church in Duck, North Carolina.  “It was a great 
comfort to me,” she said. “I thought it would be the 
same for other people, and I felt it was just a good thing 
to do.” The group meets twice a month, on Wednesday 
at noon. The 25 knitters supply their own yarn for their 
labor of love.  When  several  shawls  are  ready,  Father 
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cember 4th.  Pausing there briefly, the settlers pressed 
on toward the acreage the Society of Berkeley Hun-
dred had been assigned.  It was a broad expanse of 
fertile soil on the north side of the James, in the im-
mediate vicinity of the plantation still known as 
Berkeley. 
   
The 35 men who had survived the Atlantic crossing 
were under the command of Captain John Woodlief, 
then in the employ of the Society of Berkeley Hun-
dred.  He had been in Virginia for eleven years and 
therefore was accustomed to life in a wilderness envi-
ronment.  The Society’s would-be colonists were 
given instructions on the types of houses they were 
supposed to build and they were told to enclose 400 
acres as grazing land.  Artisans, such as carpenters, 
coopers, and furniture-makers were included in the 
original group and outfitted with the tools of their 
trade.  There also were storekeepers and cooks, who 
were expected to prepare and serve meals in a com-
munal setting. The Berkeley Hundred settlers were 
required to observe the Sabbath and to set aside some 
time for daily devotions, using the Book of Common 
Prayer. 
 
By December 14, 1619, the Berkeley Hundred colo-
nists had reached their final destination. In accord 
with their sponsors’ instructions, they commemorated 
their safe arrival with a day of thanksgiving. It was 
America’s first celebration of its kind. 

partment of Education as a consultant. This involved 
advising and thus visiting pre-school programs across 
this beautiful state.” Kathy received her bachelor’s 
degree in education because “My father told me I 
was going to college and getting a teaching certifi-
cate.” She earned a master’s degree from Boston 
University. Ted got his bachelor’s degree in history 
from The Citadel. He joined the army after college 
because of his interest in military history and later 
earned his master’s degree in education technology at 
Old Dominion. 
 
As a 19 year cancer survivor, Kathy says, “It has 
drawn me closer to this church and helped me get 
through. It has become a way of life, but so is being a 
part of Hickory Neck Church.” 

 
America’s First Thanksgiving 

 
Martha W. McCartney 

In 1619 Richard Berke-
ley, Sir William Throg-
morton, and their fel-
low investors, chartered 
as the Society of Berke-
ley Hundred, decided to 
establish a plantation in 
Virginia. They outfitted 
50 men with clothing, 
provisions, and defen-
sive weaponry, along 
with some of the tools 
and household furnish-

ings they would need in the New World.  Society 
members also gave their would-be colonists these 
instructions: 
 

 Wee ordaine that the day of our ships arri-
vall at the place assigned for plantacon in the 
land of Virginia shall be yearly and perpetu-
ally keept holy as a day of Thanksgiving to 
Almighty God . 
�

The seafarers set sail on September 15, 1619, in the 
Bristol ship Margaret, and arrived in Virginia on 
November 30th. They touched land at Old Point Com-
fort, now known as Fort Monroe, and then ventured 
up the James River, arriving at Jamestown on De-

 
Vestry Highlights 

 
Eve Butler-Gee, Register 

The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assembled 
in regular session on Tuesday, October 14, 2008, in 
the Wilkinson Center.  The minutes of the September 
Vestry meeting and the Treasurer’s report were both 
approved.  Mark Kintner, Chairman of the Fall Festi-
val, reported  to  the Vestry on the results of the Festi-
val, earmartking all items and staffing that contrib-
uted to its success.  The Vestry expressed  their  grati-  
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November Celebrations 

�
Birthdays�

   2   -   Dorothy Kirk 
   4   -   April Balentine 
   4   -   Aaron Small 
   6   -   Bonnie Manning 
   7   -   Mayes Mathews 
   7   -   Penny Shumaker 
   9   -   Barbara Johnson 
   9   -   Betty Lide 
 13   -   Rich Keffert 
 13   -   Caroline Turner 
 15   -   Tom Kelly 
 18   -   Terri Lensenmeyer 
 19   -   Kent Dodd 

 
Anniversaries 

                        4   -   Mary & Bill Teale 
                        9   -   Lynn & Bert Geddy 
                      15   -   Penny & Vic Shumaker 
                      16   -   Kathy & Ted Ramsaur 

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are  not 
listed above, please  send the appropriate information to  nan-
steve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.    �

 
�
 

 19   -   Nancy Geddes 
 20   -   Don Faas 
 21   -   Steve Barnes 
 23   -   Robin Garfield 
 23   -   Parker Kindley 
 24   -   Debbie Coles 
 24   -   Karly Casanave 
 26   -   Shelly Smith 
 26   -   Heather Wade 
 28   -   Stephanie Delk 
 29   -   Marie Citro 
 29   -   Nancye  Morris 
 29   -   Toni Small    

tude and congratulations to Mark on his hard 
work. The Senior Warden reported that the 
Hickory Neck Church Endowment Board had 
held its first meeting with another one scheduled 
soon.  The Associate Rector reported that:  Sun-
day School is going well with good numbers of 
children in attendance; the family picnic on Sep-
tember 21st was also well attended and Youth 
Group numbers are steady; adult formation pro-
grams will include Father Michael's study of 
Colossians as well as the on-going Monday 
night study of Corinthians; Michael Daise will 
teach a class on Jesus and Paul on Tuesday 
nights beginning October 21st; Father Michael 
and Pastor Lauren will be conducting spiritual 
gifts workshops at the end of October and begin-
ning of November; centering prayer continues 
on Thursday mornings; Hickory Neck Church 
pilgrims have had a second meeting and nar-
rowed down their pilgrimage locations to the 
Holy Land or a Celtic journey to Iona, Lindis-
farne (Holy Isle) and other Celtic sites, with an-
other meeting on November 6th; Hickory Neck 
Church Pastoral Care programs are going well, 
to include Pam Maloof as the new head of the 
home visitation group and a Health Ministry 
Team meeting scheduled for early November.  
The Rector reported that: Sunday attendance 
numbers are solid after the summer months have 
passed; plans are in the works to have a com-
bined service on November 16th, followed by the 
Annual Parish Meeting, followed by a luncheon 
at the church; and reminded the Vestry that the 
consecration of Bishop Hollerith will take place 
on February 13th at William and Mary Hall. The 
Vestry received reports from the Newcomers 
and Outreach committees. The next Vestry 
meeting will be on Tuesday, November 11, 2008 
at 6:30 p.m. in order to work on the 2009 
budget. 

 
Thanksgiving Eucharist at 10:00 

a.m. in the Historic Chapel  
 

The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

Each year, we take time to give thanks near the 
end of November, usually through the gathering 
of family and friends, the consumption of sump-
tuous meals, and the viewing of  football games. I 

encourage you to add to this venerable list a single hour 
of worshipping the God from whom all these blessings 
flow. 
 
As is our habit, there will be a simple, informal Eucha-
rist, at 10:00 a.m., in the Historic Chapel on Thanksgiv-
ing Day.  So stick your turkey in the oven, and come on 
over, as we celebrate through song, prayer, and Holy 
Communion, the grace God has so freely given us over 
the past year. 
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two decades that went on to achieve self-sustaining 
parish status.  In the same period of time, the 
neighboring Diocese of Virginia, just a few miles to 
the North of Hickory Neck, has successfully planted 
fourteen.  Of course, it’s not a competition, but the 
stark contrast emphasizes how much work we need to 
do.  However, there is great hope for the future, with 
ample opportunity which I believe will be actualized 
under the leadership of our new Bishop-Elect.   
 
The Department of Mission also supervises the distri-
bution of tens of thousands of dollars in grant money 
from its annual operating budget, given to a variety of 
worthy organizations within our diocese and far be-
yond.  I have not yet spoken with the leadership of the 
various committees that comprise this half of the De-
partment, but I look forward to exploring options for 
the diocese to take a more hands-on roll in the many 
social issues facing us which require a Gospel re-
sponse.   
 
As a Department Chair, I am also a member of the 
Diocesan Executive Board, which is the body that 
governs the diocese between Annual Councils, by 
implementing the legislation passed there, including 
the formation and stewardship of the diocesan operat-
ing budget.   
 
Naturally, assuming this role in the life of our diocese 
raises questions about the impact this will have on my 
work at Hickory Neck, and I fully understand those 
concerns.  Doing a good job of being a department 
chair will require time.  The Executive Board meets 
six times each year for the better part of a day.  Bring-
ing a sense of order and vision to a department that 
has been drifting will also require a sacrifice of time.  
Yet I would not have accepted the Bishop’s invitation 
if I foresaw that the exercise of these new duties 
would inhibit my first priority as your priest, pastor, 
and Rector.   
 
We also need to be mindful of the truth that we are all 
part of a larger Body, extending throughout this great 
country and around the world.  Unlike many congre-
gations, we  are  not  alone,  and we  have often bene- 

About a month ago, as of this writing, Bishop Bu-
chanan asked me to serve as Chair of the Diocesan 
Department of Mission.  After prayerful considera-
tion, I accepted this opportunity to make a contribu-
tion to the broader life of our diocese, knowing that 
along the way I would likely learn a great deal that 
would be of benefit to our own parish.   
 
It has taken me the better part of the past month to 
gain a clear understanding of precisely what this post 
will entail.  Part of the reason for that is that the dio-
cese has not been functioning at a terribly high level 
over the past several years, because of the inconsis-
tency of the leadership at the highest level.  However, 
with the help of the Bishop, the diocesan staff, and 
my predecessors, I believe I now have a handle on 
the job. 
 
Basically, the Department of Mission encompasses 
all the diocesan ministries that focus on congrega-
tional growth and development, as well as the social 
justice initiatives, which we at Hickory Neck would 
describe as Outreach ministries.  It is a massive de-
partment, one of only three that define the core or-
ganization of the Diocese of Southern Virginia.  The 
other two are the Department of Formation, which 
broadly deals with educational and discernment mat-
ters, and the Department of Support, which handles 
all the administrative aspects of the diocese’s life.   
 
Congregational growth and development involves 
providing resources that can aid each congregation to 
be the best it can be.  In this capacity, the Department 
of Mission helps small congregations find new mod-
els of ministry that can keep them at least viable, and 
preferably thriving, despite the fact they cannot af-
ford full-time seminary-educated clergy.  The core 
work to be done in this area is to help identify and 
empower indigenous leadership, who can maintain 
cohesion and perhaps enable growth.  
 
The congregational development facet of my portfo-
lio also includes the planting of mission congrega-
tions.  From what I have learned, our diocese has 
managed to plant exactly one  mission  over  the  past 

 
What It Means to Hickory Neck Church for Me to be Chair of the        

Diocesan Department of Mission 
 

The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 
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gospels – Matthew and Luke – bother to chronicle our 
Savior’s birth?  Were Mark and John ignorant of this 
tradition, or did they neglect to include it, and if so, 
why?  What are we to make of the significant differ-
ences between Luke’s account and Matthew’s, and 
what were they trying to convey through the particular 
details that distinguish them? 
 
These questions, along with many more, including que-
ries you might have, will be explored over the course of 
four Sundays – BYOBible.  We hope to see you there. 

 
�
 

fited from the relationships we share as one par-
ish among many within the diocese. 
 
I also want to allay any concern you might have 
about my plate being too full, in terms of dioce-
san commitments.  I am the Presiding Judge of 
the Ecclesiastical Trial Court, which has not 
convened in my 21 months as a member, and 
which I hope, due to the sad nature of its work, 
will have no occasion to do so in the 15 months 
remaining in my term.  I do not plan to seek re-
election to this body.   
 
I am also Dean of the Jamestown Convocation, 
which consists of 14 parishes in the peninsula 
area.  The demands of this role are relatively 
modest.  Within a few years, I will have served 
as Dean for a respectable period, and it will be 
someone else’s turn to shoulder that responsibil-
ity.  My work as a Deputy to The General Con-
vention will largely be confined to the two 
weeks that body is in session next summer, and 
the preparatory work will not consume an inor-
dinate amount of time. 
 
So please don’t worry.  If, at any time, I begin to 
sense that ministry at the diocesan and national 
levels are compromising my ability to serve ef-
fectively at Hickory Neck, the ax will fall on one 
or more of these commitments.  In the mean-
time, please pray for me, that I may exercise the 
responsibilities I have been honored to receive 
with great care and diligence for the building up 
of the Church. 

�

Learn About the Birth of Jesus, 
Sunday Mornings in Advent 

 
The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m., in the Historic 
Chapel, beginning on November 30th Lauren and 
I will be teaching a series of sessions on the birth 
story of Jesus.  On the surface, we might feel that 
everyone knows this story so well that a class 
would prove superfluous.  But as with many of 
our favorite Bible passages, there is more to these 
delightful tales than meets the eye. 
 
Of particular interest, why do only two of the four 

 
Nugget Notes 

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to participate 
in everything freely, member or non-member. How-
ever, if you would like to become an official member of 
Hickory Neck, we want to make that happen for you. 
Simply call our office, 566-0276, or speak to Father 
Michael or Pastor Lauren. There are several ways to 
join. If you have not yet been baptized, we would be 
overjoyed to speak with you about receiving the Sacra-
ment of Baptism. If you are already baptized, we can 
transfer you in as a baptized member, and if your letter 
of membership resides in another congregation, we can 
write them and affect the transfer. Official membership 
entitles a person to vote and stand as a candidate in par-
ish elections, but making the commitment of member-
ship is also a good way to affirm your commitment to 
the mission of Jesus Christ in this place. 
 
Hickory Neck's very own cookbook, A Time for Feast-
ing, will be sold in the narthex at the conclusion of the 
8:00 a.m. service and between the 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 
a.m. services.  A Time for Feasting, which includes 
recipes, artwork, and poetry by Hickory Neck mem-
bers, is available for $20.  Get your copy while supplies 
last! 
 
Each Sunday evening 8 to12 youth and adults begin 
their Sunday evening program with eating dinner. Vol-
unteers are needed to provide a simple meal. They usu-
ally include a main course, salad or veggie, a dessert 
and some drinks - sometimes chips. Please let Chris-
tine Barnes  know if you can help (757-566-1042).  
 
The Monday evening Bible Study of I Corinthians con-
tinues in the Narthex of the New Chapel at 7:00 p.m. 
Following a presentation by Father Michael,  we separ- 

(continued on page 10) 
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when I give them new information. Recently, we had 
a long, lively discussion about whether John the Bap-
tist actually baptized Jesus in Luke’s Gospel. In Mat-
thew and Mark, there is no doubt: John baptizes Je-
sus. In Luke’s Gospel, that’s not the case. The Scrip-
tures clearly say that John was arrested in 
prison, then tell of Jesus’ baptism. I pointed this out 
to the students in class, and for over an hour, we de-
bated on this. 
 
Because Matthew and Mark have John baptizing Je-
sus, they said, it must be true of Luke. Then they said 
that since Luke was writing for the Gentiles, it was 
obvious he didn’t know. The debate went all over the 
place. I kept pointing out that they had to read what 
Luke said, not what they wanted Luke to say. In the 
end, the students agreed – I think – to accept that in 
Luke’s Gospel (as well as in John’s), it’s not 
clear who baptized Jesus, and furthermore, it’s not 
important. 
 
The hardest part about being the person who gives out 
new information is realizing that sometimes, the peo-
ple getting that information don’t want it. It’s not that 
they don’t want to learn – these students wouldn’t 
have traveled here to live in less-than-stunning condi-
tions, many without their families, if they were not 
desperate  to learn more. 
 
What’s hard for them is that new informa-
tion, especially about things they thought they already 
knew, means change. It means changing basic beliefs 
sometimes. It means looking at the world in a new 
way. It means allowing yourself to be transformed. 
 
And transformation … well, that’s just hard. There 
aren’t many of us who want to go through that, fewer 
still that are willing to set aside long-held beliefs to 
accept new ones. No one likes being told that the 
truth he holds isn’t true. No one likes finding out that 
she has been wrong all along. 
 
But if we aren’t willing to be transformed, both as 
teachers and as students, then we won’t even be able 
to hear new things, much less accept them.  And if we  
aren’t able to hear new things, how can we grow in 
Christ? How can we tell the good news of God’s  love 

RENK, Sudan – So what would you do if someone 
told you that something you believed to be a true and 
accurate fact, something you held near and dear to 
your heart, wasn’t true? Would you believe this new 
version of truth? Or would you fight it and be upset? 
Nearly every day as a lecturer at the Renk Theologi-
cal College in Sudan, I have to deal with the varied 
reactions of my students to “new” truths. 
 
The first time I told the students, most of whom are 
already ordained as priests and deacons of the Epis-
copal Church of Sudan, that Matthew’s Gospel was 
not the first one written, that Paul’s Letter to the Ro-
mans was not his first letter, that scholars don’t know 
for sure who wrote the Epistle to the Hebrews, that 
Moses did not write the Pentateuch, the first five 
books of the Bible, and that David is not the author of 
all the psalms was an eye-opener for both the stu-
dents and myself. 
 
The students sat there in disbelief. No one had told 
them anything about how the Bible was put together, 
just that this was the Bible, the holy word of God. No 
one had explained that numerous authors were in-
volved in writing the Scriptures, and that there were 
many things we did not know about authorship or the 
timing of the writings. Me? As a lecturer in a theo-
logical college, I was stunned to find out that the stu-
dents had no background in biblical studies. Most of 
the students were already ordained; most had been 
preaching to and teaching their congregations for 
years. How could they not know? 
 
And then I realized that in Sudan, which has been 
torn apart by war for decades, education was a rare 
and precious commodity, and that these men and 
women had not been able to go to school. They were 
ordained because they knew the story, the Good 
News of God in Christ Jesus, and they could tell that 
story, sometimes very well indeed. Finding out that 
all they held near and dear wasn’t quite true was 
hard. Some of them were curious and immediately 
wanted to know more. But some were absolutely 
aghast – how could this be true? And still others re-
fused to believe, no matter what I said that day. 
 
Even after a year and a half,  they  are  still  surprised  

 
Learning Can Be Hard At Times 

 
The Reverend Lauren Stanley 
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(as of 9/30/2008) 
 

    YTD Budget Income                          $279,060.75 
    YTD Actual Income                           $281,133.68 
    YTD Budget Expense                        $272,237.59 
    YTD Actual Expense                         $270,455.45  
 

Fred Boelt reports that for the month of September, 
our Operating Budget was in the red by about 
$2,500. Our pledge income fell short of the monthly 
amount budgeted, but our expenses ran just under 
budget. However, over all, we continue to operate 
in the black! Statements for the third quarter have 
just been mailed out. Please review your statement, 
and if you are in arrears and can bring your contri-
butions current, we will be very grateful. We are a 
people of faith in the midst of adversity. It is even 
more important now that our light on the hill shines 
brightly to give hope to those whose faith may be 
wavering a bit in the time of economic uncertainty. 

for us if hearing about that love is too frightening? 
 
So we walk a tightrope, my students and I, between 
wanting to hear in new ways the love of God, and 
wanting to stick with what we’ve always known, 
whether it’s true or not. On our worst days, we re-
ject anything new and pretend the old is good 
enough. But on our best and bravest days, we ac-
cept the new and go forth from there, changed and 
transformed for the better. 
 
X X X 
 
(The Rev. Lauren R. Stanley is an appointed mis-
sionary serving in the Diocese of Renk in the Epis-
copal Church of Sudan, where she is a lecturer and 
chaplain at the Renk Theological College.) 

his entire family, who for many years, he thought died 
in an attack on his village.  Most of the tale involves his 
solitary flight into the wild, where he eventually met up 
with other children, fleeing the violence, who were or-
ganized by his village’s teacher into a band that day 
and night walked through some of the harshest, most 
desolate terrain on Earth, in an attempt to reach sanctu-
ary in Ethiopia.   
 
Deng describes the squalid condition of the refugee 
camp they eventually reached, after having lost many 
friends along the way, in excruciating detail.  That 
sparse stability didn’t last long, though.  A coup d’état 
in Ethiopia led to the immediate expulsion of thousands 
of displaced Sudanese people, which turned into a 
tribal massacre. 
 
This touched off  another  long  journey,  this  time to a 
United Nations refugee camp in Kenya, where circum-
stances were marginally better, at least affording Val-
entino  an opportunity for education and work.  

(continued on page 10) 

I read avidly in all seasons, but especially as winter 
approaches, there’s nothing quite like settling down 
with a stimulating book, as the sun sets earlier and 
the chill wind begins to blow.  Recently, I’ve en-
countered two volumes that are commendable. 
 
What is the What, by Dave Eggers 
 
I asked Lauren Stanley, a seminary classmate of 
mine and an Episcopal missionary to the Sudan, 
what I might read to better understand the plight of 
the people she serves over there, and she suggested 
this book.  It’s listed as a novel, but is based on true 
events, related to the author by one of the famous 
Lost Boys, Valentino Achak Deng.  The reason 
they have submitted this work as a novel is because 
Mr. Deng was very young when most of the events 
chronicled here occurred, and during that time, he 
often suffered from dehydration, malnutrition, and 
disease, making him doubt his memory and, there-
fore, they offer his account as fiction based on fact. 
�
The story starts when Valentino is about six or 
seven years old and relates how the civil war that 
raged in Sudan for a generation separated him from  �

 
Two Jaw-Dropping 
Books for the Dark 
and Cold of Winter 

 
The Very Reverend      

Michael L. Delk 
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“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

high  quality,  but it’s delivered in such a compelling  
accessible way. Again, there’s little I can say without  
ruining the book for you, but trust me. This one, though 
tough on the heartstrings, will provide great comfort as 
you struggle with the suffering in your own life, what-
ever that may be.  

Two Jaw-Dropping Books... 
(continued from page 9) 

Eventually, Deng was repatriated to the United 
States, where he insightfully relates the culture 
shock he encountered.  Everyday activities we navi-
gate with ease were monumental challenges for him 
to surmount.  Everyday privileges, like personal 
safety and availability of food, which we take for 
granted, were part of the difficult adjustment he had 
to make to life in our country. 
 
Ironically, the story is told to individuals Deng en-
counters through the course of a single day of his 
life in Atlanta, beginning with a home robbery 
where he was pistol-whipped, continuing on to the 
emergency room, where without insurance he waited 
for 14 hours for treatment, to his workplace at a lo-
cal gym, where most of the people treat him like a 
piece of furniture.   
 
As you may have surmised, this is not a light, pleas-
ant read, but it gives us a window to peek through, 
where we can see the incredible sufferings that mark 
the daily life of so many forced to flee from war and 
ethnic hatred. 
  
The Shack, by William P. Young 
 
Alison Bailes gave me a copy of this book, and I’m 
so glad she did.  This book begins with every par-
ent’s nightmare, the abduction of their child by a 
serial murderer.  
 
The story is told from the point of view of her father, 
who grieved in a terribly destructive manner by 
blaming himself for her death.  Without ruining the 
story, this man finds himself drawn back to the cabin 
in the wilderness where her body was found, and 
there he encounters God, in a way he never ex-
pected.   
 
The theology of the book is provocative and of very  

Nugget Notes 
(continued from page 7) 

 
ate into smaller groups for Life Impact questions that 
help bring the reading closer to home.  
 
The child session of Creating Safe Churches training is 
now available on-line at www.safeguardingonline.org. 
Email safechurchsva@gmail.com to obtain a login and 
a password.  
 
Spiritual Gifts Workshops are being offered by Father 
Michael and Pastor Lauren this fall. Sign up in the 
Narthex for one of remaining sessions: Wednesday 
night, November 5th and 12th from 6:00 to7:00 p.m.; 
Thursday, November 6th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.; 
Saturday, November 8th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  


