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The Bible Bowl 
 

 The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 

If you read last 
month’s article 
on “Why Church 
Matters,” you 
might have been 
left wondering 
how I managed to 
learn much about 

Jesus, beyond love, which is the central mes-
sage, but far from the whole of it.  Well, there 
was this thing called The Bible Bowl.   It was 
a weekly gathering of about 100 elementary 
aged kids at the Adairville United Methodist 
Church.  To say that quite nearly every eligi-
ble child participated in this popular program 
would not be an overstatement, because 
Adairville boasted a population of about 
1,200.   
 
The Bible Bowl was all about memorizing 
facts from – you guessed it – the Bible, and 
we were divided into two teams: The Bible 
Boys and The Gospel Girls.  This gender-
oriented separation might seem pernicious 
nowadays, but at an age when boys and girls 
think each other are icky, pitting them against 
each other was a masterful way to motivate 
us. 
 
It worked something like this.  We would 
gather and sing a few hymns, and then we 
would separate into small groups that worked 
on memorizing Bible facts, like the names of 
the twelve original disciples or the Ten Com-
mandments, or if you were more ambitious, 
the books of the Old or New Testaments in 
sequence.   We had  little booklets that  let  us  

know what the facts were and how many 
points we could accumulate for our team by 
reciting them to an adult.  (Yeah, I know, this 
is really starting to bother you, but hang in 
there.)   
 
At the end of the school year, all the points 
would be totaled up, and the victor would 
have first dibs on a truly enormous banana 
split.  Of course, I grew up in the South, so 
even if the boys won, which was rare, it was 
ladies first.   
 
I have only the most fleeting memories of this 
weekly gathering, one which I faithfully at-
tended for years.  I remember the stress of 
trying to remember a lot of names, and I re-
member worrying that the lit sparklers they 
stuck in the banana split would make it taste 
funny.  I don’t remember the books of the 
Old and New Testament in sequence, though 
I could come close.  In fact, I’ve probably 
forgotten most of what I learned at The Bible 
Bowl. 
 
Looking back, it seems like a terribly crass 
way to encourage youngsters.  Turning learn-
ing about the Bible into a competition, espe-
cially one that exploited already high gender 
tensions, feels sub-par.  But I must confess 
that, regardless of the mixed motives in-
volved or the low rate of long-term retention, 
The Bible Bowl taught me something super-
important that I’ve never forgotten. 
 
I learned, as a Bible Boy, that there was 
something  really  important  about the  Bible,  
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besides the points and the prizes.  I learned that the 
Bible was worth learning about, and for that, I’ve 
always been grateful.   
 
Since then, I’ve learned a lot more about the Bible 
than just a bunch of facts.  I’ve learned stories that 
have changed my life.  I’ve learned about who God 
is and how God operates, and I’ve learned that no 
matter how well we might know the Bible, God 
always finds a way to surprise us.  There’s always a 
little more to be learned, always a mystery that re-
mains just out of grasp of the best memory or the 
most curious intellect.   
 
I wonder to what extent I would have grown up 
interested in the Bible, if The Bible Bowl hadn’t 
been there to teach me, in its own slightly bizarre 
way, that the Bible was precious and worth know-
ing.   
 
None of it would have ever happened without the 
stunning dedication of the people who led the 
group.  To my shame, I’ve forgotten their names, 
but their names are the last thing from The Bible 
Bowl those two would have wanted me to remem-
ber.  And naturally, it took my parents hauling my 
keister to that Church every week, often whether I 
wanted to go or not, despite my pleas to stay at 
home and play basketball or Space Invader on our 
Atari 2600.   
 
I wonder how I might have turned out without peo-
ple like my parents and those folks who showed up 
week in and week out to listen to a bunch of kids 
stumble through recitation after recitation of the 
Ten Commandments and the twelve disciples and 
the books of the Bible in sequence.  
 
I wonder if I would have ever cared enough to pick 
up the Bible one day and start reading it for myself.  
I wonder if I would have realized what great grace 
God gives us and that our only faithful response is 
gratitude.  I wonder if I would have gotten married 
in a Church, or how I would have coped with the 
disappointments, frustrations, failures, and horrible 
losses of life.  Fortunately, I’m left to wonder, be-
cause enough people cared enough to make sure 
that I knew about the Bible.  
 
Of course, it’s never too late to start, but I believe 
right down to the marrow of my bones, that those 
of  us blessed to be parents share  an indelible resp-  

onsibility and awesome privilege to insure that our chil-
dren have every opportunity to learn early and often 
about the best story ever told.   
 
We don’t have a Bible Bowl at Hickory Neck, but we 
do have a solid Sunday School program that strives to 
teach our young about more than just the facts.  Our 
dedicated cadre of teachers shows up week in and week 
out to share the stories of our faith, and to invite our 
children to grow closer to the God who gave them to 
us.  Youth group on Sunday nights offers a similar 
chance to learn about prayer and the Bible.   
 
I encourage you to make every effort – parent or not – 
to help our young grow up in a faith that will help them 
appreciate the good times and sustain them through the 
inevitable tough times as well.  Convenience in such 
matters is purely a factor of perception.  What it comes 
down to is this: do you want our children to grow up in 
the faith of Jesus Christ?  Deep down, we all know that 
the answer is yes, and that none of us can do it alone.     

At our annual parish meeting on November 16th, we 
will be electing four new Vestry members for the 2009 
– 2011 term. Additionally, we will elect four delegates 
to represent Hickory Neck at the fall 2009 - winter 
2010 Diocesan Council meetings. 
 
Nomination forms are available at the Parish office. 
Delegates to the council must be voting members of the 
Parish as outlined in section 5.2 of the bylaws. Vestry 
candidates must meet the qualifications outlined in sec-
tion 6.2 of the bylaws. The bylaws are available on the 
Hickory Neck web page, www.hickoryneck.org    
/leadership/vestry.shtml.  
 
Being a delegate or member of the Vestry is very re-
warding and a great way to serve Hickory Neck 
Church. 

 
The Senior Warden’s Corner 

 

Bill Teale 
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cause we got to hear other peoples’ views. Hope-
fully, we’ll grow into some of those visions.” 
 
The McGee’s are not always involved in the same 
activities, however. Linda chaired the communica-
tions committee for the Fall Festival in ’06 and co-
chaired in ’07. She also calls the Food Bank (FISH) 
each month to find out what their current needs are 
and then makes the little colored fishes listing the 
items. Jim sings in the choir, is a lay reader, and a 
chalice bearer, “activities I was already comfortable 
with when I came,” having spent 18 years at Abing-
don Episcopal Church in Gloucester. 
  
Born and raised in the Roman Catholic Church, Jim 
joined the Episcopal Church 33 years ago, when he 
and Linda were expecting their first child; Linda is a 
“cradle Episcopalian,” as are their son Michael and 
daughter Erika. Michael, a technology educator, has 
twin sons; Erika, a medical technician in the Air 
Force, was recently married. 
 
Jim and Linda met in graduate school at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut, from which Linda received a 
master’s degree in elementary education and Jim 
received a master’s in history. Linda was born in 
Colchester, Connecticut, Jim in Easton, Pennsyl-
vania. Both went to college in their home state. Jim 
earned a bachelor’s degree in history from Millers-
ville State University; Linda earned her bachelor’s 
in early children education from University of Con-
necticut.  
 
After his ROTC service in college,  Jim was com-
missioned in the army, where he served 11 years of 
active duty, first at Fort Lee in Petersburg, Virginia, 
then in Germany, where they both enjoyed living, 
and finally at Fort Eustis, where he was an instructor 
of officers’ courses. After the army, Jim was a train-
master at Consolidated Rail Corporation in Philadel-
phia before moving to Virginia, where he has work- 

(continued on page 4, column 2) 

 
Visit Hickory Neck on the web at www.hickoryneck.org 
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                 Spotlight on Linda and Jim McGee 
 
                                              Jim Izzo                                  

When Jim and Linda McGee joined Hickory Neck Epis-
copal Church two years ago, they wasted no time in 
becoming active in the life of the parish. In fact, that 
was what attracted them. “We wanted a church with a 
good Outreach Program,” said Linda. “Father Michael 
came to our house to discuss it with us,” she added.  
Williamsburg Faith in Action, one of several local 
charities supported by Hickory Neck, thus became one 
of their primary activities. The McGee’s deliver meals 
to people in need and take people unable to drive to ap-
pointments and to do errands, usually on weekends, 
since they both work full time. They are part of the Out-
reach committee which meets once a month to assess 
the program and listen to guest speakers who represent 
local charities. 
 
Jim and Linda are both Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
(LEMS), agreeing that “It’s a way of showing our 
faith,” and that they receive more than they give. “I also 
get more out of the Eucharist at church. I feel a differ-
ence in my heart,” Linda added. 
 
They have both helped prepare the Brunswick stew for 
the Fall Festival and cooked at pancake suppers. Jim 
has also cooked for the men’s breakfasts; Linda is part 
of the Parish Life committee’s weekly coffee hour on 
Sunday mornings.  They both worked  on  the visioning 
Process in ‘07,  which Linda described as “exciting be- 
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Pedal                                                 Couplers 
Bourdon 16                                        Sw/Gt 8 
                                                           Gt, Sw/Ped 8  
 
As you can see there was no Open Diapason; appar-
ently this rank of pipes disappeared in one of the or-
gan’s previous incarnations.  That is why we were so 
keen to acquire one; it is a wonderful rich and full 
sounding stop that is excellent for accompanying con-
gregational singing.  Now we have the Open Diapason 
and many parishioners have already commented on the 
beautiful, broad, and distinctive sound. 
 
You’ll notice in the original specification, there was an 
oboe stop on the swell.   On the organ this is in a cate-
gory called a reed stop; the oboe was used to play 
plaintive melodies with a flute like accompaniment.  
Our present organ has no reed stops and our technicians 
have suggested that an organ trumpet stop could be 
added to fill this gap. 
 
To hear the organ in recital, plan on coming to Hickory 
Neck on October 12th at 5:00 p.m., when I will perform 
a series of pieces meant to show off the instrument as a 
whole and the individual stops.  My plan is to play 
pieces that are exciting and interesting for the listener 
and perhaps a “war-horse” or two. 

Through the ingenuity of our organ technicians, 
spearheaded by Stephen Hunt, our Woodberry Or-
gan has been increased in size by one stop.  The 
stop was ordered last year and finally arrived and 
was installed at the beginning of July.  (I was so 
excited about it that when I was taken home from 
the hospital on July 19th after surgery, I insisted on 
stopping at the church so I could play and hear it!) 
 
In order to understand the significance of the stop, 
you have to understand a bit about the history of 
the organ.  When the organ was built in 1901 by 
Jesse Woodberry as his opus 199, it probably had 
the following stops (called a specification): 
�
Great                          Swell 
Open Diapason 8                 Stopped Diapason 8 
Dulciana 8                                    Aeoline 8 
Melodia 8                 Salicional 8  
Dulciana 8                                    Oboe 8 
                  Flute Harmonic 4 
Tremolo 
 
Pedal                 Couplers 
Bourdon 16                                     Sw/Gt 8 
                  Gt, Sw/Ped 8 
 
The names under Great and Swell indicate the 
speaking stops.  These are the ones that cause a 
sound to be available on the respective keyboard, 
lower or upper, when the knob is pulled out.  This 
is a typical specification for small organs around 
1900, and it is worthwhile noting that the loudest 
stop was the Open Diapason on the Great.  This 
was the one the organist used when he wanted to 
accompany congregational hymns.  The other stops 
were very quiet and were used for voluntaries or 
“quiet moments” in the service.  Thus, the Open 
Diapason was extremely important. 
 
The specification of  our  organ when it came to  
us, totally remodeled by a team in New York, was:  
 
Great           Swell 
Bourdon 8                                       Bourdon 8 
Octave 4                                          Salicional 4 
Mixture                                           Super Octave 2 
                                                        1 1/3 – Sesquialtera 
                                                         
Tremolo 

�

The New Organ Stop and An   
Organ Recital 

 
 Ed Godshall 

Organist and Choir Master 

Spotlight on Linda & Jim McGee 
(continued from page 3) 

ed as a civilian instructor, training locomotive engi-
neers for the Department of Defense, at the United 
States Army Transportation School. 
 
With her two degrees in education, Linda began her 
teaching career in Petersburg, Virginia, continued it in 
Germany while Jim was stationed there, held an admin-
istrative position in the Newport News school system 
for several years, and is currently  a student support 
specialist (in reading) at DJ Montague Elementary 
School. “I had to teach myself to comprehend what I 
read as a child. That’s why I love to see the light go on 
for my students when they learn this skill. That’s why I 
teach,” she explained. 
 
Jim and Linda McGee summed up their feelings about 
Hickory Neck as follows: “It feels like a family; people 
always express their concern.” For example, after Jim’s 
back surgery, several people brought the Eucharist to 
their home. “He was the first recipient,” Linda ex-
plained. Even the historic chapel “felt like home,” they 
agreed. “When you walk in, look up and see the flags, 
you feel the presence of generations past,” said Jim. 
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September Celebrations 

�
Birthdays�

   1   -   Larry Kelley 
   2   -   Shawn Paul 
   2   -   Austin Cicero 
   4   -   Ed Joyner 
   6   -   George Johnson 
   6   -   Ben Manning 
   8   -   Barbara Husted 
   8   -   Katrina Luksovsky 
   9   -   Alan Brittle 
   9   -   Erika Butler 
 10   -   Joshua Dutro 
 10   -   Janice Wagner 
 11   -   Ann Burnett 
 12   -   Kathy Ramsaur 
 13   -   Denise Deal 
 13   -   Patty Kipps 
 18   -   Kristin Adsit 

 
Anniversaries 

                    1   -   Susan & Samuel Banks 
                    1   -   Merri & Tom Kelly 
                    5   -   Eve & Ton Gee 
                    5   -   Barbara & Rich Johnson 
                    9   -   Jeanne & Bob Williams 
                  16   -   Sara & DJ Seeterlin 

If your birthday or anniversary is this month and you are  not 
listed above, please  send the appropriate information to  nan-
steve13@cox.net or call us at (804) 557-3175.    �

 

 19   -   Laurie Todd 
 20   -   Dave Simmons 
 21   -   Bonnie Nealon 
 22   -   Kevin Maddox- 
             Jefferson 
 23   -   Brenda Cicero 
 24   -   Heather Sinclair 
 25   -   Linda Cole 
 26   -   Bill Burnett 
 26   -   Emily Corlett 
 26   -   Barbara Laroche 
 26   -   Cheryl Mathews 
 28   -   Stephen Greenhow 
 28   -   Len Wagner 
 29   -   Rick Garfield 
 30   -   Gracie Seeterlin 
 

�

�
Nugget Notes 

At Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to par-
ticipate in everything freely, member or non-
member. However, if you would like to become 
an official member of Hickory Neck, we want to 
make that happen for you. Simply call our of-
fice, 566-0276, or speak to Father Michael or 
Pastor Lauren. There are several ways to join. If 
you have not yet been baptized, we would be 
overjoyed to speak with you about receiving the 
Sacrament of Baptism. If you are already bap-
tized, we can transfer you in as a baptized mem-
ber, and if your letter of membership resides in 
another congregation, we can write them and 
affect the transfer. Official membership entitles a 
person to vote and stand as a candidate in parish 
elections, but making the commitment of mem-
bership is also a good way to affirm your com-
mitment to the mission of Jesus Christ in this 
place. 
 
Are you a nurse, physical therapist, pharmacist, 
doctor, or physician’s assistant?  Have you ever 
worked in a doctor’s office or hospital?  Do you 
have an interest in health care?  As part of the 
Parish Nurse Ministry that we will be starting in 
January of 2009 we are putting together a Health 
Care Team to support the work of the Parish 
Nurse.  The only requirement is an interest in 
health care and an ability to respect confidential-
ity.  If this sounds interesting to you, please con-
tact Pastor Lauren at the church office or by 
email:  lmcdonald@hickoryneck.org��
�
On Sunday mornings in September at 10:15 a.m. 
in the Historic Chapel, join us as the Reverend 
Lauren McDonald leads us in a study of the 
Book of Ruth.  This short book from the Old 
Testament tells the story of Ruth and her 
mother-in-law Naomi.  Unlike the stories about 
“monsters-in-law” that we watch in the movies 
today, this story shows a mother and daughter-
in-law who survive terrible tragedies and suc-
ceed in making a new life for themselves. 

(continued on page 11, second column) 
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 Parish Retreat 

 
 October 24 – 25 

 
Here is a delightful chance to get away and have some fun with our faith family at our diocesan 
retreat center, just across the James River from Williamsburg. 
 
The deadline for Friday night reservations was August 31st, but you can still come on Saturday for 
breakfast and a day filled with games, Bible study, and prayerful reflection.   
 
Cost: $8 for breakfast; $10 for lunch; Children under 4 eat free!  
No charge for the fun stuff.   

 
Play with the people you pray with, and feel more a part of it. 

 
Directions: At the Jamestown Village & Historical Site take the Jamestown Ferry to Scotland 
Wharf. You will be on Route 31 when you leave the ferry. Go straight into Surry on Route 31. Turn 
right onto Route 620. Follow Route 620 to the stop sign. Merge to the right onto Route 626. Take 
Route 626 and turn right on to Route 618. Go 2 miles on Route 618. Turn left on Route 610 and 
drive approximately 3 miles. The entrance to Chanco on the James is on the right. If using GPS 
mapping in your car, The Chanco physical address is 100 Floods Drive Spring Grove, Virginia 
23881. 
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      Name(s) ���������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������� ���
��������������������������������������������������� ���
��������������������������������������������������� ���
�                Please list everybody in your family who plans to attend. 
 

 I’ll be there Saturday and need breakfast for ___ people at 8:00 a.m. and/or lunch for ___ people at 
12:30 p.m. 
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                             (as of 7/31/2008) 

YTD Budget Income                    $ 217,047.25   
   YTD Actual Income        $ 221,521.11  
   YTD Budget Expenses       $ 209,510.13  
   YTD Actual Expenses      $ 209,243.91  
    
Fred Boelt writes that the above figures are cumula-
tive - the income just for the month of July was al-
most exactly on the mark. Kudos to all of you for 
keeping your offerings up to date even while travel-
ling. Occasionally, the summer offerings have been 
down at Hickory Neck, but not this summer, and 
your treasurer appreciates your thoughtfulness. How-
ever, we cannot become complacent for we once 
again have a full complement of clergy and staff and 
salaries must be met. For the month of July, our ex-
penses exceeded our income, but for the year, we 
still continue to operate in the BLACK.  Summer is 
not over, and if you still have travel plans, please 
keep your offerings current so we can keep the lights 
burning on our hill. 
 

Robert Morris, a schoolteacher 
who lived near Croaker, kept a 
diary in which he recorded his 
daily observations. Although he 
was a Baptist, he enjoyed attend-
ing local church services whenever 
there was a guest speaker. Among 
the houses-of-worship he visited 
were the Chickahominy Baptist 

Church, the Methodist Chapel, Olive Branch Church 
and Hickory Neck.  On May 18, 1845, Morris noted 
in his diary that he walked to Hickory Neck, where he 
heard the conclusion of a Mr. Henshall’s sermon. 
  
The James City Baptist Church issued a license to 
Robert Morris, authorizing him to provide religious 
instruction to slaves and to conduct their funerals.  
Upon occasion he also baptized African Americans, 
whether enslaved or free. He may have favored aboli-
tion, for he was not a slaveholder and always hired 
free blacks whenever he needed help with his farming 
operations. 
 
Robert Morris went to Burnt Ordinary (Toano) to do 
his shopping, attend militia musters, catch the stage-
coach to Williamsburg or Richmond, and to vote.  
Emotions ran high in the April 1845 elections and 
fighting broke out at the polls.  Morris implied that 
the men’s combativeness was fueled by an ample sup-
ply of liquor.  
 
A dedicated teacher, Robert Morris conducted classes 
in a small schoolhouse located near his home.  He 
noted in his diary how often he held classes and the 
number of pupils who had received instruction.  On 
September 13, 1845, he indicated that he had “heard 
letters read from applicants for Hickory Neck Acad-
emy.” Morris was a trustee of the Hickory Neck 
School Society, which oversaw the public school that 
was kept in historic Hickory Neck Church. During the 
early 1850s he became a James City County School 
Commissioner. A short time later Morris was offered 
a teaching job in Williamsburg, where he held classes 
in the President’s House at the College of William 
and Mary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We want to send our many thanks to Carol Goff for 
her very loyal support and articles for the Nuggets 
for more than four years; however, she would now 
like to take a leave of absence. We will miss her 
dedication and very insightful “spotlight” column. 
Carol has shared the “spotlight” with first Doug 
Smith and now with Jim Izzo.  We also wish to  
thank them very much for their time and effort to 
make the Nuggets what it is for the community of 
Hickory Neck Church. Jim has agreed to take on the 
“spotlight” column each month. Thanks so much, 
Jim! 

�

Robert Morris and Hickory Neck 
Academy 

 
Martha W. McCartney 



�

�

������� �
�������������������

The Vestry of Hickory Neck Church was assem-
bled in regular session on Tuesday, August 19, 
2008, in the Wilkinson Center.  The minutes of the 
June 3, 2008 regular Vestry meeting and the Treas-
urer’s report were both approved. There was no 
regular Vestry meeting held in July due to the July 
12th Vestry Mid-Year Retreat. The Junior Warden, 
Lauris Zeni, on behalf of herself and Mark Kintner, 
reported on the progress of Fall Festival planning 
as follows:  All committee chairs have been identi-
fied and are at work; co-chairs are still needed to 
train with Mary Jo Smith and Chuck Jundt and as-
sume chairmanship at next year's Festival; the 
Hickory Neck Church website has an updated list 
of committee chairs and downloadable posters and 
handouts;  all  music  groups  are  scheduled;   most  

kid's activities have been coordinated, including a new 
train ride this year; Attic Treasures are being collected; 
arts and crafts are being identified; food teams will be 
meeting to coordinate planning; silent auction items are 
being gathered; and Buildings and Grounds is planning 
a cleanup day at the end of September in preparation 
for the Festival. The Senior Warden, Bill Teale, re-
ported on logistical planning for Pastor Lauren McDon-
ald’s ordination on Saturday, August 23rd; announced 
the formation of the Nominating Committee for Vestry 
and Diocesan Council; and advised the Vestry that the 
new Endowment Board would have its first meeting on 
September 28th. The Associate Rector reported that: a 
brochure had been sent out with all the fall adult forma-
tion offerings listed, including classes on spiritual gifts 
and leadership, the continuation of Father Michael's 
Monday night Bible study class and the return of Mi-
chael Daize to lead a class on "Jesus and Paul"; new 
Childrens' Chapel, Sunday School and Youth group 
initiatives are in place; Centering Prayer will resume in 
September on Thursday mornings; she had met with 
Pastoral Care ministries leaders; and that there will be 
some new pastoral care and outreach ministry initia-
tives next year (see Pastoral Care article in this issue of 
the Nuggets).  The Rector reported that: the Wardens 
and he had met with the Reverend Lauren Stanley dur-
ing her visit recently to discuss the current situation in 
the Sudan and mission work there; there would be an 
upcoming  joint  meeting  of  the  Day-Care/Pre-School 

(continued on page 12, column 2)  

 
 

Help Wanted 
 

 
 

Our eighth annual Fall Festival is only a month away. Come and enjoy food, fun, and fellowship on Satur-
day, October 4th, from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Volunteers are needed to work one or more shifts. Sign-up 
sheets will be posted on two easels near the kiosk in the narthex beginning September 1st. There will be ac-
tivities for the kids, music throughout the day, historic chapel tours, many items up for bid in the silent auc-
tion, attic treasures, and arts and crafts for sale. Hot dogs and hamburgers, chili, pork barbeque, our famous 
Brunswick stew, baked goods and future delights will be sold. 

 
The latest information about this year’s festival (such as event chairs, downloadable handout posters, and 
activities) can be found on the Hickory Neck Episcopal Church website, www.hickoryneck.org/festival. 

 
Your help is needed to make this our most successful Fall Festival yet. Remember that all the proceeds will 
help Angels of Mercy Clinic, Williamsburg Faith in Action, SpiritWorks, and other local charities. 

 
Vestry Highlights 

 
Eve Butler-Gee, Register 
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Scenes from the Ordination of our Associate 

Rector, The Reverend Lauren McDonald, held at 
Hickory Neck on August 23, 2008.   

 
Photos by Gary Harvey 
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Hickory Neck Church offers a variety of Pastoral 
Care Ministries.  Each ministry is listed below with 
a brief description of what it is and how to access 
it.  If you are interested in participating in any of 
these ministries, please contact Pastor Lauren at the 
church office, 566-0276,  or by email at        
lmcdonald@hickoryneck.org. 
 
Clergy Visits:  If you are sick or undergoing sur-
gery and would like to receive a visit from one of 
the clergy, please contact the church office.  Father 
Michael’s Sabbath is Thursday, and Pastor Lau-
ren’s is Friday.  If you have a Pastoral Emergency, 
and you can’t reach anyone at the church, you may 
call Michael or Lauren at home to notify them. 
 
Eucharistic Visitors:  Eucharistic Visitors bring 
Communion to those who can’t be with us at Sun-
day worship.  They are sent out with Communion 
kits from worship and can visit in homes or the 
hospital.  Anyone wishing to receive Communion 
should contact Pastor Lauren to arrange for a Eu-
charistic Visitor.  Eve Gee heads up the EV team.  
 
Pastoral Visitors:  For those in the hospital or who 
are homebound, we have a team of parishioners 
who would love to come and visit to say a prayer, 
have some conversation, bring the news of the par-
ish, or simply provide a hug and a smile.  If you 
would like to receive a visit, please contact Pastor 
Lauren or Gay Forloine who facilitates this team. 
 
Prayer Warriors:  Lynn Kelley has taken over re-
sponsibility for sending out email prayer requests 
to our Prayer Warriors.  If you have a prayer re-
quest, please send it to Lynn at ptpilot@aol.com. 
 
Prayer Shawls:  Kathy Ramsaur leads this group of 
women who knit prayer shawls for those who are in 
special need of prayer.  The shawls are blessed at 
Sunday worship so the entire congregation can par-
ticipate in sending them out.  If you know of some-
one who should receive a prayer shawl, please con-
tact Father Michael or Pastor Lauren. 
 
 

Meal Ministry:  The Meal team provides meals for 
those who are sick or recovering from surgery.  Shirley 
Forde organizes the Meal team.  If you would like to 
receive meals, please contact Pastor Lauren, Gay For-
loine or Shirley Forde. 
 
New Moms Ministry:  Christine Hanlon leads our New 
Moms group which provides meals for families with 
new babies.  If you are expecting, please let one of the 
clergy know so that we can mobilize the new moms 
team to give you some help when your little one ar-
rives. 

 
Pastoral Care at Hickory Neck 

 
Pastor Lauren McDonald 

 

Going Bulk 
 

The Very Reverend Michael L. Delk 
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A few months back, we 
encouraged folks to 
receive their Nuggets 
via e-mail, as a way of 
delivering our newslet-
ter to you more quickly 
and in color.  We also 
wanted to reduce our 
printing and mailing 
costs.  About one-

quarter of the parish now receives our monthly on-line 
version.  However, we also know that nothing beats a 
hard copy in your United States Postal Service mail-
box. 
 
In another effort to cut costs and serve you better, 
Hickory Neck recently applied for and received a bulk 
mail license.  We estimate that this change will help us 
save nearly $1,000 in postage for the Nuggets alone, 
and several hundred dollars more on first-class letter 
mailings.  To mail in bulk requires a minimum of 200 
pieces per mailing, so from now on, those who receive 
their Nuggets via e-mail will also get a black-and-buff 
copy in the mail.  Otherwise, we won’t have enough 
volume to qualify for the license.   
 
We’re aware of the disadvantages of bulk mailing. 
There are delays in delivery, which we will attempt to 
mitigate by altering our production schedule.  There is 
also a higher rate of delivery failure with bulk.  If you 
do not receive your Nuggets, or if you receive it a week 
or more after the first of the month, please let us know.   
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Nugget Notes 
(continued from page 5)  

In September we will resume having Centering Prayer 
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. on Thursday mornings           
in    the Historic Chapel.  At our first session, on Sep-
tember 6th,  we  will  provide  instruction for anyone 
who  is  interested in learning about centering prayer.  
Our prayer practice will last about 20 minutes with          
time   for   reflection    and   sharing   afterwards.   Eve-
ryone is welcome.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Pastor Lauren at the church office or by email: 
lmcdonald@hickoryneck.org. 
 
Christians through the ages have gone on pilgrimage to 
strengthen their spiritual lives, to visit the sacred 
places, and to deepen their relationship with God. Have 
you ever felt called to go on a pilgrimage? Are you cu-
rious to learn more about what a pilgrimage is? Have 
you longed to visit the sacred places of our faith? If so, 
please join us for a meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday 
September 2nd in the Parish House so we can discuss 
the possibility of a Hickory Neck pilgrimage. If you 
can’t attend the meeting but are still interested, please 
call Pastor Lauren at the church or email her at 
lmcdonald@hickoryneck.org.  
 
Children (ages 3 years old to rising 5th graders) should 
bring their parents to the Wilkinson Center on Sunday, 
September 7th after the 9:00 a.m. service. Parents and 
children will participate together in a class for the first 
Sunday of Sunday School. Parents will see first-hand 
what we will be doing in our classes this year. You will 
not want to miss this special time together.  
 
Families should mark their calendars for a special Fam-
ily Picnic on Sunday, September 21st at 4:30 p.m. on 
the Hickory Neck Church grounds (or inside if it rains). 
This event is for all families with children (infants to 
5th graders). There will be games, fun, fellowship, and 
food for the entire family. Watch and listen for more 
details.  
 
Volunteers are needed to help with the Children’s    
activities at the Fall Festival. If you would like to    
help with the horseback rides, bouncy ride, arts         
and crafts table or games designed for our youngest 
members and guests, please sign up at the kiosk or  
contact Kathryn Bridewell  at 757-566-3461 or email 
kgb007lab@aol.com.  
 
Items needed for the Fall Festival Children’s activities 
are: metal  bottle  caps (beer bottle or other glass  bottle  
 

We plan to continue sending out the Nuggets via e-
mail for those who have signed up for this service, 
because this medium allows you to enjoy the photos 
and other graphics in full color, which we cannot 
print because of the prohibitively high cost (if you 
no longer wish to receive the email .pdf copy of 
Nuggets, notify Nancy Snyder at nansteve13 
@cox.net). If you don’t receive your Nuggets via e-
mail, and would like to enjoy the full color version, 
it’s always available for viewing on 
www.hickoryneck.org.� 
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Hickory Neck Prayer Shawl  
Ministry 

 
Kathy Ramsaur 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry invites all knitters and 
crocheters to become a part of this rewarding minis-
try.  After a summer break we will come together 
again Wednesday, September 3rd at noon.  Lunch 
will be provided - just bring your yarn and needles.  
We’ll begin with noonday prayers, have lunch, then 
enjoy knitting and talking.  We meet on the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month at noon.  If you 
can’t attend at this time you can still be a part of 
this ministry by knitting at home.  Please join us! 
 
Since we began in October 2006, twenty-six mem-
bers have crafted over 50 shawls and lap robes.  
With blessings from Father Michael, they have 
been given to members of Hickory Neck needing 
this symbol of a warm embrace, love and prayers.  
A few shawls have been purchased by members to 
give to friends outside our church.    Shawls and lap 
robes have been received with great appreciation 
and gratitude at a time when it is needed the most.  
Consider sharing your knitting and crocheting tal-
ents to provide these gifts of love from Hickory 
Neck.  Call Kathy Ramsaur 565-0263, Lynn Kelley 
566-1891 or Gay Forloine 565-5050 for more infor-
mation. 
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“Rooted in history and embracing the future, through Christ” 

caps), plastic bottle caps, small sea shells, gallon 
size ziplock freezer bags, assorted glass stones, 
rhinestones, tile chips (w/o sharp sides), bag of play 
sand, plastic utility tubs at least 3 inches deep and 
about 10-12 inches long, hard plastic kiddie swim-
ming pool, candy/small toys for prizes. If you 
would like to contribute any of these items, please 
bring them to the church and place them in the box 
marked “Fall Festival Children’s Activities” located 
in the Narthex.  
 
Lauren Stanley has returned to the Sudan. In her 
talk at 10:15 a.m. in the Historic Chapel, she ex-
plained how the funds that a number of our parish-
ioners have provided in her support have been used. 
Not only has our support gone toward erecting 
school structures, but she has also been able to aid 
people needing medical attention and assist in build-
ing cisterns to store much needed water. Since the 
question has come up, we do have the conduit to get 
funds to Lauren through her Diocese while she is in 
the Sudan. If you would like to lend your support, 
please make your check payable to Hickory Neck 
Church and put Sudan School on the memo line.  
 
The Hickory Neck Cemetery Committee has been 
working on revising the rules and platting out the 
new portion of the cemetery area in front of the new 
chapel. Burial rights will be offered for casket buri-
als and for cremains to be interred in individual 
plots. The use of the Memorial Garden will con-
tinue. The older part of the cemetery is now sold 
out, though thankfully not full. Copies of the new 
rules with prices will be available in the Wilkinson 
Center on the credenza by the administrative offices 
beginning in August. A member of the cemetery 
committee will be happy to make an appointment to 
discuss your specific needs. We prefer not to make 
appointments for Sunday mornings. Contact Fred 
Boelt, Bert Geddy, or Larry Kelley  who are com-
mittee members.  

Vestry Highlights 
(continued from page 8)  

Feasibility Study Group and the Phase II Feasibility 
Study Group; considerable progress had been made on 
the list of initiatives identified by the Vestry at their 
July Mid-year Retreat; the Wardens, the Stewardship 
committee and he had devised plans for an exciting 
and innovative stewardship season; and that he is dedi-
cated to encouraging much greater participation in 
Sunday School and Youth group activities.  The Ves-
try approved the 2008 Vestry and Diocesan Council 
Nominating Committee membership; and received 
reports from the Children and Youth Ministries and 
Stewardship committees.  The next Vestry meeting 
will be on Tuesday, September 9, 2008. 

A Dessert Social 
to welcome new members  

and recent visitors to  
Hickory Neck Church 

 
Friday, September 12. 2008 

Wilkinson Center 
7:00—8:30 PM 

 
RSVP  

Church Office 566-0276 or Betty Somloi 565-2420 


